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    OVW Grantee Training Workshops: 
     Working with Immigrant Victims
 

     Presented by the

 

U. S. Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women

in partnership with Legal Momentum 
U Visa Workshop TRAINING AGENDA

NOVEMBER 12, 2007

LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

8:30- 8:45: Introduction and Goals: Why are We Here? 

· Leslye Orloff and Maria Alvarenga Watkins

Highlights and history of collaborative efforts between attorneys/advocates and law enforcement

8:45 – 9:00: Legislative History- Leslye Orloff

Participants will learn the legislative history of the U Visa and of the process that led to the recent release of the U Visa regulations.

9:00-10:30 U-Visa Basics- Gretchen Hunt and Walter Laramie

Participants will gain a fundamental understanding of the U Visa, including issues related to qualification, certification, what crimes are covered, waivers. We will also discuss what has been helpful, and what is likely to be helpful, when filing for a U Visa

10:30 – 10:50 Break

10:50 – 11:45 Collaboration with Border Patrol and ICE – Karen Saunders and   

Dorothy Stefan

Participants will learn about how to collaborate and build relationships with ICE and Border Patrol to aid victims. Issues relating to confidentiality will be emphasized.

11:45-12:30: Law Enforcement Perspective: Collaboration and Outreach to Immigrant Communities- Officers Gahaefer and Rodriguez
Participants will learn about ways in which law enforcement has collaborated with federal agencies on domestic violence and trafficking issues and will be presented with a collaborative model that advocates can replicate. The presenters will also outline the roles and expectations held by law enforcement when collaborating with local attorneys and advocates. 

12:30 – 1:45 LUNCH
1:45 – 2:30: Strategies and Issues from a Prosecutor’s Perspective- Monica Castillon 

Participants will encounter a case study and track the development of one woman’s U Visa application from beginning to end. In this section, participants will identify all agencies contributing to the U Visa application process, understand the critical role of insider advocacy, and discuss how the U Visa has the potential to make a difference in people’s lives.

2:30- 3:15 U Visa Application/Certification Exercise –Maria Alvarenga Watkins, Gretchen Hunt


In this interactive workshop, participants will divide into four groups and collaborate to complete a sample U Visa application. This process will include filling out certification forms, creating an affidavit from an advocate, and developing a list of other relevant documents.

3:15-3:35 Break
3:35-4:45 Putting Together A Successful U Visa Case – Walt Laramie

 This section will provide participants a hands-on opportunity to work though and practice putting together a U visa cases.  They will brainstorm what evidence should be presented.  They will learn from a former adjudicator what issues the VAWA Unit at the Vermont Service Center views evidence and how to address issues they will ask.   Participants will have an opportunity to use the new U visa regulations and forms. 

During the interactive activities at participants’ tables the law enforcement officers and prosecutors will be asked to sit together during this session and will work with Maria Alvarenga Watkins, Officers Gahaefer and Rodriguez for further discussion on agency development of U-visa certification processes as well as Q & A on completing the DHS certification form.  

4:45-5:00 Closing and Evaluations - Monica Castellion and Maria Alvarenga Watkins

 
Success story—real life story and what happened afterwards
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