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POST-ASSAULT HEALTHCARE AND CRIME VICTIM COMPENSATION

FOR 

IMMIGRANT VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE

INTRODUCTION

The Federal Victims of Crime Act established a Crime Victims Fund that provides grants to states for eligible crime victim compensation programs.  If states meet certain requirements, this federal funding can be obtained to compensate victims of crimes through programs administrated by the states and U.S. territories.  See 42 U.S.C. §10602, and discussion of relevant federal law below.

In general a “compensable crime” includes motor vehicle accidents resulting from driving while intoxicated, domestic violence, and any crime where the victim suffers death or personal injury, including assault, battery, child abuse, reckless driving, murder, robbery, sexual assault, kidnapping, or other violent crimes.

Each state and territory has a victims compensation program.  Most of these programs provide compensation to victims of crimes that occur in that state.  Generally a victim must suffer physical (bodily) injury, emotional injury, economic loss, or some combination of these.

Many of the programs extend certain types of compensation to relatives of the victim, such as counseling, or, where the crime results in a death, coverage of funeral and burial expenses.  Often, relatives or even non-relatives that paid for medical care of a victim can be compensated for those costs.  Some states also extend benefits to those who prevent or attempt to prevent a crime.

Most states provide compensation to:

· state residents, or nonresidents, if the crime occurred in the state; and

· state residents if the crime occurred in another state, and there is no comparable compensation available from that other state.

Several states also provide compensation to:

· state residents for crimes committed outside of the country, in an act of international terrorism, or mass violence.

Most states do not deny compensation based upon immigration status.  Accordingly, in most states, both qualified and non-qualified immigrants can receive compensation if they are victims of a crime.  However, several states either do not provide coverage for non-qualified immigrants or seek information that a non-qualified immigrant may not have.  For example, several states ask for a social security number as part of the process of applying for compensation.  Generally speaking, however, these states will process an application and provide compensation, even if the social security number is not available.  Among the very few states where compensation is not provided to non-qualified immigrants, one will permit compensation if the crime victim is also a victim of human trafficking.

It is generally required that the crime be reported to law enforcement officials within a certain time period--often 72 hours.  However, most states permit a crime to be reported later if for good cause, or if the victim was a juvenile.  It is not necessary that the crime at issue be solved or that the accused is convicted.  However, it is generally required that the victim cooperate with law enforcement officials in investigating the crime, and that the victim be innocent, e.g., not involved in the crime, and not incarcerated at the time of the crime.

Compensation is available for a wide variety of financial costs.  Most often this includes medical costs, such as physician services, hospital care, dental services, prescription drugs, and mental health treatment.  For victims of sexual assault, compensated medical care can include STD and HIV/AIDS screening/treatment, pregnancy testing, hepatitis screening, and pre-natal care.

Most states provide compensation for loss of income and funeral/burial costs.  Many states also provide compensation for travel for court appearances or for medical treatment, rehabilitation, crime scene clean-up, necessary moving/relocation costs, necessary home security or modifications, limited attorney’s fees, and replacement costs for the work victim is no longer able to perform, e.g., housekeeping or child care.  A few states compensate for lost, stolen, or damaged property.  Very few states compensate for pain and suffering.

Most states have limits on how much will be reimbursed in each category, as well as a limit on total compensation.  Most also consider this compensation of last resort, i.e. compensation will not be provided if the costs are reimbursable by insurance or other benefits.

Emergency benefits can often be provided if the victim would suffer substantial hardship without immediate compensation.  Emergency awards can range, in general, from $500 to $1500.

To obtain compensation, victims must generally file an application in the particular state with the agency that administers the program.  Time limits for filing vary, but are generally one to three years from the time of the crime.  There are usually allowances for good cause that enable an application to be submitted at a later time.  Applications are then reviewed and a decision is reached.  Most states have an appeal process that may be used if the victim’s request is denied.

RELEVANT FEDERAL LAW

The Victims of Crime Act established a Crime Victims Fund from which grants are provided to states for eligible crime victim compensation programs.  Under 42 U.S.C. §10602, a compensation program qualifies as an eligible crime victim compensation program if: 

1. the program is operated by the state and offers compensation to victims and the survivors of victims of criminal violence (including drunk driving and domestic violence) for (i) medical expenses attributed to a physical injury related to compensable crime, including expenses for mental health counseling, (ii) lost wages attributable to a physical injury resulting from a compensable crime, and (iii) funeral expenses attributable to a death resulting from a compensable crime;

2. the program promotes victim cooperation with reasonable requests from law enforcement; 

3. the grants will not supplant state funds otherwise available for victim compensation; 

4. the program makes compensation awards to victims who are nonresidents of the state on the basis of the same criteria used to make awards to victims who are residents of the state; 

5. the program provides compensation to victims of federal crimes occurring within the state on the same basis as compensation to victims of state crimes;

6. the program provides compensation to residents of the state who are victims of crimes occurring outside the state if (i) the crimes would be compensable crimes had they occurred inside that state, and (ii) the places the crimes occurred in are states not having eligible crime victim compensation programs; 

7. the program does not, except pursuant to rules issued by the program to prevent unjust enrichment of the offender, deny compensation to any victim because of that victim’s familial relationship to the offender, or because of the sharing of a residence by the victim and the offender; and 

8. the program does not provide compensation to any person who has been convicted of an offense under federal law with respect to any time period during which the person is delinquent in paying a fine, other monetary penalty, or restitution imposed for the offense. 

STATE LAW PROVISIONS

Below is a mini-chart briefly summarizing the provisions available to victims of sexual assault and other violent crimes.  This mini-chart is followed by a detailed chart for each U.S. state and territory setting forth the relevant provisions for eligibility, compensation, and the application process for crime victim compensation (CVC).
	State
	Qualified Immigrants

	Non-Qualified Immigrants

	Types/Means of Coverage

	Alabama
	Yes
	No
	AL’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, including testing and preventative treatment for STDS, funeral, psychiatric, loss wages, and rehabilitation. 

	Alaska
	Yes
	Yes
	AK’s Violent Crime Compensation will compensate victims for all expenses actually and reasonable incurred as a result of the crime, including medical costs, attorney’s fees, counseling, funeral expenses, and loss of wages.  

	Arizona
	Yes
	Yes
	AZ’s CVC will compensate victims for the following expenses:  medical costs including STD testing, work loss, counseling, and funeral.  

	Arkansas
	Yes
	Yes
	AR’s Crime Victims Reparations Program compensates victims for the following expenses:  75% of medical costs (although medical providers may accept this as payment in full), work loss, funeral, crime scene cleanup, and miscellaneous expenses (i.e., travel and lodging to and from judicial proceeding relating to crime). 

	California
	Yes
	Yes
	CA’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical including STD and AIDS screening or treatment, counseling, remedial care, loss of wages, job retraining, funeral, crime scene cleanup, and miscellaneous (i.e., relocation, installing residential security system).

	Colorado
	Yes
	Yes
	CO’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, loss of wages, outpatient care, burial, and counseling.  

	Connecticut
	Yes
	Yes
	CT’s Office of Victim Services compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, and funeral.  For victims of sexual assault, testing for pregnancy and STDs, and prophylactic treatment for STDs is offered as part of the forensic program.

	Delaware
	Yes
	Yes
	DE’s Violent Crime Compensation Board will compensate victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, remedial, loss of wages, crime scene cleanup, and miscellaneous (i.e., changing residential locks, temporary housing, and moving expenses). For victims of sexual assault, a forensic program includes testing for pregnancy and STDs.

	District of Columbia
	Yes
	Yes
	DC’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, rehabilitation, loss of wages, funeral, crime scene cleanup, attorney’s fees, and miscellaneous (i.e., temporary food and shelter, moving, transportation, replacement of doors, windows, locks). 

	Florida
	Yes
	Yes
	FL’s Victim Services compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, loss of wages, counseling, funeral, property loss reimbursement, and miscellaneous (i.e., relocation, prescriptions and prosthetics).  

	Georgia
	Yes
	Yes
	GA’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical including STD, AIDS and post-coital screening/treatment if not paid for through forensic exam coverage or other coverage, counseling, funeral, lost wages, and crime scene cleanup.

	Hawaii
	Yes
	Yes
	HI’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  any reasonable and proper costs resulting from the injury or death of the victim, including medical (including STD and HIV examinations and treatment), loss of wages, pain and suffering.

	Idaho
	Yes
	Yes
	ID’s Industrial Commission will compensate victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, and miscellaneous (i.e., travel expenses incurred in connection with obtaining benefits).

	Illinois
	Yes 
	Yes
	IL’s Crime Victim Services compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical including STD testing and HIV treatment, crime scene cleanup, loss of wages, funeral, and miscellaneous (i.e., temporary lodging, replacement locks or windows).

	Indiana
	Yes
	Yes
	IN’s Division of Violent Crime compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including pregnancy and STD testing, and HIV testing), counseling, loss of wages, childcare, funeral, and miscellaneous (i.e., emergency shelter).  

	Iowa
	Yes
	Yes
	IA’s Crime Victims Assistance compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including prenatal care and delivery), counseling, loss of wages, funeral, and crime scene cleanup.  For victims of sexual assault, expenses relating to STD, HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, pregnancy testing, and post-coital are covered by the forensic program.

	Kansas
	Yes
	Yes
	KS’ CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  loss of wages, medical (including testing and preventative treatment for STDs, and pregnancy testing), funeral, attorney’s fees, and miscellaneous (i.e., moving for safety reasons and mileage for medically necessary travel).  

	Kentucky
	Yes
	Yes
	KY’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, funeral, counseling, attorney’s fees, and miscellaneous (i.e., replacement of glasses, stolen, lost, or damaged property).  For victims of sexual assault, CVC compensates for preventative and follow-up treatment of hepatitis B and certain STDs.

	Louisiana
	Yes 
	Yes
	LA’s Crime Victims Reparations compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, attorney’s fees, funeral, loss of wages, counseling, child care, crime scene cleanup, and miscellaneous (i.e., travel expenses when medical care is needed, catastrophic property loss).

	Maine
	Yes
	Yes
	ME’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical limited to 75% of charges, counseling, funeral, loss of wages, crime scene costs, and miscellaneous (replacement costs for eyeglasses and prosthetics).  For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program includes coverage for testing and treatment for STDs and testing for pregnancy.

	Maryland
	Yes
	Yes
	MD’s Criminal Injuries Compensation Board compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, funeral, loss of wages, miscellaneous (i.e., replacement for eyeglasses, repairing, replacing, and cleaning property).

	Massachusetts
	Yes
	Yes
	MA’s Victim Compensation and Assistance Division  compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including pregnancy testing, STD/AIDS screening or treating and prenatal care), funeral, counseling, loss of wages, childcare, and attorney’s fees. 

	Michigan
	Yes
	Yes
	MI’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, childcare, rehabilitation, attorney’s fees, and miscellaneous (including, travel costs).  

	Minnesota
	Yes
	Yes
	MN’s Crime Victims Reparations compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, childcare, crime scene cleanup.    For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program provides testing for pregnancy and STDs.

	Mississippi
	Yes
	Yes
	MS’ CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, rehabilitation, funeral, counseling, loss of wages, and miscellaneous (i.e., transportation costs to obtain medical and counseling that are at least 45 miles from victim’s residence).

	Missouri
	Yes
	Yes
	MO’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, and funeral.

	Montana
	Yes
	Yes
	MT’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, and funeral. For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program covers preventative treatment for STDs.

	Nebraska
	Yes
	Yes
	NE’s Crime Victim’s Reparations will compensate victims for the following expenses:  medical, loss of wages, funeral, and counseling.

	Nevada
	Yes
	No
	NV’s Compensation Board will compensate victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, funeral, loss of wages, replacement of eyeglasses, prosthetics.

	New Hampshire
	Yes
	Yes
	NH’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, funeral, counseling, loss of wages.  For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program covers STD testing and pregnancy testing.

	New Jersey
	Yes
	Yes
	NJ’s Victims of Crime Compensation Board compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, loss of wages, counseling, funeral, loss of eyeglasses, crime scene cleanup, relocations expenses and miscellaneous (including limited transportation costs).  For victims of sexual assault, the CVC program covers pregnancy testing and preventative treatment for some STDs.

	New Mexico
	Yes
	Yes
	NM’s Crime Victims Reparations Commission compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, funeral, counseling, replacement of eyeglasses or medically necessary devices, loss of wages, rehabilitation and miscellaneous (i.e., cost of making home or auto accessible, job training).

	New York
	Yes
	Yes
	NY’s Crime Victim’s Board compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, loss of wages, funeral, rehabilitation, replacement of essential personal property, counseling, crime scene cleanup, attorney’s fees, miscellaneous (including transportation expenses, cost of temporary lodging).  For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program covers testing and preventative treatment for some STDs.  

	North Carolina
	Yes
	Yes
	NC’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, replacement, crime scene cleanup, and miscellaneous (including travel costs necessary to obtain medical services).  For victims of sexual assault, CVC covers STD screening and treatment and pregnancy testing.

	North Dakota
	Yes
	Yes
	ND’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including STD, HIV/AIDS, post-coital treatment), counseling, loss of wages, replacement services loss, and funeral.

	Ohio
	Yes
	Yes
	OH’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, rehabilitation, loss of wages, replacement, crime scene cleanup, and funeral.  The forensic program informs victims of sexual assault of available services for STDs.

	Oklahoma
	Yes
	Yes
	OK’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, loss of wages, replacement, counseling, funeral, and crime scene cleanup.

	Oregon
	Yes
	Yes
	OR’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, replacement of eyeglasses and other medically necessary devices, funeral, loss of wages, rehabilitation, and miscellaneous (i.e., mileage expenses).  The Sexual Assault Victims Emergency Medical Response Fund (SAVE) provides funding to pay for sexual assault medical exams, forensic exams, and preventive treatment for STDs.

	Pennsylvania
	Yes
	Yes
	PA’s Office of Victims compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including pregnancy and STD testing), counseling, medically necessary devices, and miscellaneous (i.e., temporary or permanent relocation).

	Rhode Island
	Yes
	Yes
	RI’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, funeral, attorney’s fees.  

	South Carolina
	Yes
	Yes
	SC’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, rehabilitation, and funeral. For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program provides treatment for certain STDs.

	South Dakota
	Yes
	Yes
	SD’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funerals, replacement, crime scene cleanup, rehabilitation, and miscellaneous (i.e., travel to attend treatment).  

	Tennessee
	Yes
	Yes
	TN’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, funeral, counseling, crime scene cleanup, replacement costs, attorney’s fees, and miscellaneous (traveling to and from the trial, relocation).  

	Texas
	Yes
	Yes
	TX’ CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, rehabilitation, loss of wages, funeral, replacement, crime scene cleanup, and miscellaneous (i.e., relocation, travel to assist with investigation, prosecution or judicial process).  

	Utah
	Yes
	Yes
	UT’s Crime Victims Reparations compensates victims for the following expenses:  funeral, counseling, attorney’s fees, loss of wages, replacement, and medical.  For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program provides testing and initial treatment for STDs.

	Vermont
	Yes
	Yes
	VT’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, replacement, crime scene cleanup, rehabilitation, and miscellaneous (i.e., moving expenses, travel for medical or counseling and food and lodging to attend court hearings and funerals). For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program provides HIV testing and counseling.

	Virginia
	Yes
	Yes
	VA’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including prenatal care resulting from rape), loss of wages, counseling, funeral, crime scene cleanup, replacement, and miscellaneous (i.e., moving expenses).  

	Washington
	Yes
	Yes
	WA’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, rehabilitation, and miscellaneous (i.e., modification home and vehicle to accommodate permanent injuries). For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program offers post-coital treatment.

	West Virginia
	Yes
	Yes
	WV’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, funeral, rehabilitation, replacement, and miscellaneous (i.e., mileage to the medical treatment facility). For victims of sexual assault, STD and HIV testing and treatment are covered, and post-coital treatment is offered under the forensic program.  

	Wisconsin
	Yes
	Yes
	WI’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, loss of wages, replacement, funeral, attorney’s fees, and crimes scene cleanup.  

	Wyoming
	Yes
	Yes
	WY’s Division of Victim Services compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical (including STD and pregnancy testing), counseling, funeral, loss of wages, replacement, relocation, and miscellaneous.  

	Territories
	
	
	

	Guam
	Yes
	Yes
	GU’s Criminal Injuries Compensation Commission compensates victims for the following expenses:  actually and reasonably incurred as a result of the injury or death of the victim, loss of wages, pain and suffering, medical expenses (including STD and AIDS screening and treatment, prenatal care, and post coital treatment).

	Puerto Rico
	Yes
	Yes
	PR’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  medical, counseling, funeral, and replacement.

	Virgin Islands
	Yes
	Yes
	VI’s CVC compensates victims for the following expenses:  loss of wages, medical (including exams for sexual assault and STDs), counseling, replacement, pain and suffering, attorney’s fees, funeral, and miscellaneous (i.e., travel in extraordinary circumstances).  For victims of sexual assault, the forensic program provides treatment for STDs.


*
*
*
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	State
	Victim Compensation Laws
	Process to Receive Compensation

	Alabama
	BACKGROUND

The Crime Victims Compensation Fund is funded by the Crime Victims Compensation Commission through various sources including grants, appropriations, gifts, donations, and other sources.  Al. Code § 15-23-16.

Alabama provides compensation to victims of any act resulting in personal injury or death for which punishment by fine, imprisonment, or death may be imposed.  Al. Code § 15-23-3(2).

ELIGIBILITY

· To qualify for reimbursement, the victim’s presence in the U.S. must be lawful.  Every claimant must provide a valid government-issued photo identification to be eligible.  Therefore, qualified immigrants are eligible, but non-qualified immigrants are not.  However, claimants/victims who are certified by federal authorities as victims of human trafficking are eligible for compensation benefits regardless of immigration status.  Al. Adm. Code 262-X-4-.02(13) and (14).

http://www.acvcc.state.al.us/downloads/application.pdf.

· The crime which caused the injury or death must be reported to a law enforcement officer within 72 hours after its occurrence, unless the commission finds there was good cause for the failure to report within that time.  Al. Code § 15-23-12(a)(4).

The victim or the surviving spouse, child, or representative of the victim of a violent crime may apply for compensation.  Al. Code § 15-23-3(5).

The claimant must not be the offender, or an accomplice of the offender, or the one who encouraged or in any way participated in the criminally injurious conduct.  Al. Code § 15-23-12(a)(2).

The award must not unjustly benefit the offender or accomplice of the offender.  Al. Code § 15-23-12(a)(3).

COMPENSATION

An award may be reduced or denied if the applicant fails to cooperate with law enforcement, including appearing as a witness for the prosecution.  Al. Code § 15-23-12(c); Al. Adm. Code, § 262-X-5-.01.

Victims may be able to receive the following compensation benefits (up to a maximum of $15,000):

· Medical;

· Psychiatric;

· Work loss due to the crime ($400/week);

· Funeral expenses (not to exceed $5,000) Alabama Code § 15-23-3(6); and

· Rehabilitation of the victim.

Al. Code § 15-23-15.

Testing and preventative treatment for sexually transmitted diseases, and testing for pregnancy are covered under the compensation program.  Al. Adm. Code § 262-X-11.01(1)(c).

Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission (“ACVCC”) Annual Report contains both the statutory provisions and the administrative code. http://www.acvcc.state.al.us/downloads/annualreport05.pdf 


	TO APPLY

For an application form, a claimant can contact the following agencies or go online:

1. Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission

P.O. Box 1548

Montgomery, Alabama 36102-1548

Phone (334)290-4420

Fax (334) 290-4455 

2. Victims' Service Officer in claimant’s local District Attorney's Office

3. Online at http://www.acvcc.state.al.us/downloads/application.pdf
The claimant must file an application within 1 year of the incident, unless there is a good reason for the delay.  Applications should be filed with the Alabama Crime Victims Compensation Commission.  Al. Code § 15-23-12(a)(1). 

The executive director of the Commission shall notify the claimant within 10 days of the Commission's action.

TO APPEAL

The claimant may notify the executive director in writing (certified mail) of the intent to appeal within 30 days of the date of the notification letter. 

The claimant is entitled to a formal hearing before the Commission, which shall be held within 60 days of the receipt of the intent-to-appeal notice from the claimant. The Commission may, without a hearing, settle a claim by stipulation, agreed settlement, consent order or default.

The Commission will make its decision within 10 days of the formal hearings and the applicant will be notified by mail.  Adm. Code § 262-X-9-.01



	Alaska
	BACKGROUND

Alaska provides compensation to innocent victims of a violent crime that occurred in Alaska. 

http://www.state.ak.us/admin/vccb/ 

A victim of a crime may be compensated if the victim suffered injury or was killed by:

· attempting to prevent a crime, apprehend a criminal, or aiding a victim of a crime;

· murder;

· manslaughter;

· criminally negligent homicide;

· assault;

· kidnapping;

· sexual assault;

· robbery;

· threats to do bodily harm;

· driving while under the influence of alcohol, inhalant or a controlled substance or another crime while operating a vehicle, boat, or airplane; and

· arson in the first degree .

Dependents or representatives of a victim are also covered.

AS 18.67.101.

ELIGIBILITY

· Alaska provides assistance to crime victims regardless of residency or citizenship. 2 AAC 80.050(b)(1). Note that the application requests the applicant’s social security number, and states that the claim “cannot be processed without this information.”  However, the Administrator of the Victim Compensation Group indicated that Alaska provides compensation to anyone who is a victim regardless if person is a U.S. citizen or not.

· The incident must have been reported to the police within 5 days of its occurrence (if that is not reasonable, the incident must be reported within 5 days of the time when a report could have been reasonably made).  The applicant must cooperate with law enforcement and prosecution officials of the offender.  AS 18.67.130.  

An application for compensation can be made by the victim, or in the case of death, by the victim’s dependents or a representative of the victim.  2 AAC 80.110.

COMPENSATION

Total compensation is not to exceed $40,000 per victim per incident.

· Total compensation awarded as a result of the death may not exceed $80,000 in the case of a victim with more than one dependent eligible to receive compensation.

· Total compensation awarded as a result of the deaths may not exceed $80,000 in the case of two or more victims in the same incident who jointly have a dependent eligible for compensation. AS 18.67.130(c).

· Expenses actually and reasonably incurred as a result of the crime.

· Loss of earning power as a result of total or partial incapacity of the victim and employment related rehabilitation costs.

· Financial loss to the dependents of a deceased victim.

· Any other reasonable loss resulting from personal injury or death.

· Funeral and burial (up to $7,000).

· Reasonable attorney’s fees (up to 25% of the first $1,000 compensation, 15% of the next $9,000, and 7.5% of the amount awarded over $10,000.

· Emergency compensation (up to $1,500).

· Mental health counseling sessions ($2,600 or 26 sessions for primary victims, or $600 or 6 sessions for secondary victims.

AS 18.67.050, 18.67.110, 18.67.120;

http://www.state.ak.us/admin/vccb/pdf/Application.pdf; http://www.state.ak.us/admin/vccb/2002/policy.htm 


	TO APPLY

A person may obtain an application form by writing to the Violent Crimes Compensation Board at P.O. Box 111200, Juneau, AK, 99811-1200, by calling the board at (800) 764-3040, or by visiting the board's web site at http://www.state.ak.us/admin/vccb/. The forms are also available at all law enforcement agencies in the state.  2 AAC 80.010.

Applications must be completed and submitted to the Violent Crime Compensation Board.  http://www.state.ak.us/admin/vccb/pdf/Application.pdf 

A request for compensation must be made within 2 years of the incident.  AS 18.67.130.  

Upon receipt of the application, the Board administrator will investigate the claim. 

Upon completion of investigation, the administrator will present the claim to the board at its next meeting. The board will grant an award, deny the claim, order a hearing, or request further investigation or information, and will notify the claimant or the claimant's attorney of its decision. 

2 AAC 80.015.

The Board may order that compensation be paid directly to the service provider.  AS 18.67.110.



	Arizona
	BACKGROUND

Arizona maintains a Victim Compensation and Assistance Fund, which is administered by the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission.  A. R. S. § 41-2407.  The Commission has issued regulations and procedures, and awards are made by local CVC Boards in each county, which meet every 60 days.  Ariz. Admin. Code § R10-4-105 & -106.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The crime must have been reported to law enforcement within 72 hours after it occurred or the applicant will be required to show good cause why the crime was not reported.  

Application for compensation may be made by a victim or a “derivative victim,” who may be a relative, a household member in a substantially similar relationship as a relative, a non-family member who witnessed a violent crime, or person whose presence is required for the successful treatment of the victim.  

The Board may deny claims for a variety of reasons, including recoupment of economic losses from other sources, the victim’s own negligence, lack of victim cooperation or failure to assist prosecution or otherwise provide information about the crime, or insufficient funds.  Ariz. Admin. Code § R10-4-106.

A claimant may not be an offender or anyone who encouraged or participated in criminally injurious conduct.  A claimant may not be a person serving or who has escaped from any sentence of imprisonment, or a person who has been convicted of a federal crime and is delinquent in paying any fine or other monetary penalty.  A person engaged in unlawful activity at the time of the crime or who contributed to their own injury is not eligible.  Absent special circumstances, individuals in custody, or who have been adjudicated a habitual felony or violent offender or are found guilty of a forcible felony offense are not eligible.  Records are confidential and not subject to public disclosure.  Ariz. Admin. Code § R10-4-106.

COMPENSATION

Compensation may pay for:

· medical expenses;

· mental health counseling;

· work loss; and 

· funeral expenses (up to $5,000)

 Total award is up to $20,000.  

Payments for work loss of victims (and parents of victims who are minors) include compensatory payments for attending court proceedings, up to 40 hours per month at the federal minimum wage rate.  

Emergency compensation awards of up to $500 may be made if an award is likely and serious hardship would result if the payment is not provided.  Ariz. Admin. 

Code § R10-4-106 & -108.  

A “medical expense” must be related to physical injury resulting from the crime to be compensated.  Compensation may be paid for direct injury suffered, but not subsequent costs associated with a “medical condition” (e.g., compensation is available for emergency treatment after a stabbing but not subsequent treatment for internal adhesions; similarly, STD testing as part of an emergency room admission following a sexual assault may be covered, but not subsequent tests after discharge).  Medical costs may also include expenses resulting from damage to a dental or prosthetic device. 


	TO APPLY

The person seeking compensation must complete an application and submit it to the CVC Board in the county where the crime occurred within 2 years of discovery of the crime unless good cause is shown.  A standard application provided by the Commission is used by each board.  A board is required to render a decision within 60 days of receipt of the application unless good cause exists.  Ariz. Admin. Code § R10-4-106.

A board may conduct hearings on any application in its discretion.  

TO APPEAL

If the board denies a claim, the applicant may request a hearing, and a hearing or review of the decision may be granted on specific grounds, including irregularity in the administrative proceedings, newly discovered evidence that could not with reasonable diligence have been discovered and produced at the board meeting, lack of justification for the decision, errors in the rejection or admission of evidence, or other errors of law.  Ariz. Admin. Code § R10-4-106.

See the following link for more information (including application forms): 

http://azcjc.gov/victim/VictComp.asp



	Arkansas
	BACKGROUND

The Arkansas Legislature created the "Arkansas Crime Victims Reparations Act" in 1987.  The legislation provides a method of compensating and assisting victims that have suffered personal injury or death as the result of a violent crime, including DWI and hit and run incidents.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The incident must be reported to the proper authorities within 72 hours (minors excluded) and documentation of the report must be maintained.

Claimants include the victim, a dependent of a homicide victim, or an authorized person acting on behalf of the victim.

The following qualify as a “victim in Arkansas:”

· An Arkansas resident suffering personal injury or death as the result of a criminal act occurring in Arkansas;

· An Arkansas resident suffering personal injury or death as an act of terrorism committed outside of the United States;

· a child of an eligible victim;

· an immediate family member of a deceased victim, a sexual assault victim, or a child victim;

· a person who resided in the same permanent household as a deceased victim; or

· a person who discovers the body of a homicide victim.

Arkansas Code 16-90-703(11)(A).  

In order to be eligible for compensation, the following requirements must be met:

· Victimization must have occurred in Arkansas; 

· The crime must be reported to the proper authorities within 72 hours (may be waived for good cause); 

· Victim must have suffered personal injury or death due to criminal act of another person; 

· Victim/claimant must cooperate with the investigation and/or prosecution; 

· Victim must not have been covered by a collateral source (e.g. insurance or other payment of costs); 

· Victim/claimant must not have been convicted of a criminally injurious felony; 

· Victim's conduct must not have contributed to the victimization; 

· Victim must not have been involved in illegal activity at the time of the incident; 

· Victim must not have been incarcerated at the time of the incident; 

· If a motor vehicle was involved, compensation is available if the incident involved one of the following: 

· Alcohol or drugs (violation of Omnibus DWI)

· Intent; or 

· Hit and Run (Leaving the scene of an accident involving serious injury or death)

State officials will review all eligibility criteria and a decision will be made accordingly.   It is important to note that the Application for CVC requires that a social security number be provided.  State officials will attempt to obtain a social security number, but the screening process will continue even if it is determined that the victim does not have one.

COMPENSATION

· Medical expenses, including rehabilitation and dental, are paid at 75% of balance submitted; but providers may accept this as payment in full; 

· Repair and/or replacement, such as eyeglasses, dentures or hearing aids;

· Mental health expenses are paid up to $3,500 for out-patient treatment and $3,500 for in-patient; 

· Work loss;

· Loss of support for dependents of a homicide victim;

· Funeral expenses are paid up to $5,000; 

· Crime scene clean-up expenses are paid up to $3,000;

· Miscellaneous expenses, including purchase and installation of locks and windows following sexual assault or domestic violence in victim’s primary residence, travel and lodging expenses resulting from a criminal justice proceeding related to the victimization, and an application for guardianship of minors following the death of a victim.  http://www.ag.state.ar.us/citserv/cv/CVRB_Application.pdf 

Overall maximum is $10,000 per victim, but this can be raised to $25,000 if the victim suffered catastrophic injury that resulted in total and permanent disability. 

Arkansas Code 16-90-716.  

http://www.arlegalservices.org/Data/DocumentLibrary/Documents/1088519571.55/doc_FSCrimeReparations.pdf 

Expenses that are not covered by the Program include:

· Pain and Suffering;

· Property damage or loss; and

· Attorney’s fees.

http://www.arlegalservices.org/Data/DocumentLibrary/Documents/1088519571.55/doc_FSCrimeReparations.pdf 

A.C.A. §5-65-101 et. seq.; A.C.A. §27-53-101.


	TO APPLY 

A claim form for crime victim compensation may be obtained from the prosecuting attorney's office, law enforcement agency or the Arkansas Crime Victims Reparations Program, or from: 

http://www.ag.state.ar.us/outreach/cvictims/app.pdf. 

The claim form must be filed within 1 year of incident (minors excluded and may be waived for good cause) and must be completed in its entirety and accompanied by the following:

· at least one itemized statement of expenses related to the crime (for example, itemized medical bills including hospital charges, counseling fees, ambulance fees, and prescription costs). 
· documentation of the crime was reported on time.

http://www.ag.state.ar.us/citserv/cv/CVRB_Application.pdf 

Arkansas Crime Victims Reparations Program

Office of the Attorney General

323 Center Street, Suite 1100

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201


By phone: 501-682-1020

or  1-800-448-3014 

For more information, go to:

http://www.ag.state.ar.us/outreach/cvictims/outreach4.htm 



	California
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· There is no specific reporting requirement, but state officials indicate that the crime must be reported within a reasonable period of time.
Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if: (i) the crime occurred in California, whether the victim is a resident of California or not, or (ii) whether or not the crime occurred in California, if the victim is a resident of California.  The types of crimes include drunk driving, domestic violence, and any crime that results in death or personal injury, including sexual assault.  

Compensation may be received by the victim of the crime, a derivative victim (which is an individual who sustains pecuniary loss as a result of the injury or death to the victim) or a survivor if the crime results in a death.  A derivative victim may receive compensation whether or not the derivative victim is a resident of California if the derivative victim meets any of the following: (i) at the time of the crime was the parent, grandparent, sibling, spouse, child or grandchild of the victim; (ii) at the time of the crime was living in the household of the victim; (iii) at the time of the crime was a person who previously lived in the household of the victim for a period of not less than 2 years in a relationship substantially similar to that under (i); (iv) is another family member of the victim, including the victim’s fiancé or fiancée and who witnessed the crime; or (v) is the primary caretaker of a minor victim but was not the primary caretaker at the time of the crime.   

To be compensated, the injury or death must be the direct result of a crime.  Injury can include physical injury, emotional injury coupled with a threat of physical injury, or other forms of emotional injury resulting from specified crimes.  The injury or death must have resulted or may result in financial loss within the scope of compensation.  See Cal. Gov’t Code §13955.  

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for: (i) medical and medical-related expenses; (ii) mental health counseling; (iii) expenses of nonmedical remedial care and treatment rendered in accordance with a religious method of healing recognized by state law; (iv) loss of income or loss of support; (v) job retraining; (vi) expenses for installing or increasing residential security; (vii) expenses for retrofitting or renovating a victim’s residence or vehicle, or both, to make them accessible by a victim who is permanently disabled as a direct result of the crime; (viii) relocation expenses; and (viii) funeral/burial expenses and crime scene cleanup expenses.

An attorney may receive compensation from the Board in the amount of 10% of the amount of the award, or $500, whichever is less, for each victim, and may not otherwise charge for providing services in connection with obtaining compensation for a victim.    

The total award on behalf of each victim may not exceed $35,000 although this amount may be increased to $70,000 if federal funds are available.
Medical expenses to be reimbursed may include STD, AIDS, and post coital screening/treatment.  Pre-natal care can be reimbursed if the expenses are related to the crime and there is no other source of reimbursement.


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the California Victim Compensation & Government Claims Board.  A local Victim Witness Assistance Center may help with the application process.  Unless the Board grants an extension, the application must be filed within 1 year from the date of the crime; the date the victim turned eighteen (18); or the date the victim knew that the crime caused an injury or death.  Cal. Gov’t Code §13953. 

An application will be denied if the Board finds that the victim knowingly and willfully participated in the commission of the crime that resulted in the pecuniary loss.   

An application will also be denied if the Board finds that the victim fails to reasonably cooperate with law enforcement in the apprehension and conviction of the criminal.  The Board will consider the victim’s age, physical condition, psychological state, cultural or linguistic barriers, health and safety concerns (including a reasonable fear of retaliation) when determining the degree of cooperation of which a victim is capable.

The applicant must verify the content of the application under penalty of perjury and the Board may require the submission of additional information.  The applicant has 30 days from the date of receipt of a request for additional information to supply the information or appeal the request.  The Board will independently verify the information contained in the application by contacting hospitals, physicians and law enforcement.  The victim must cooperate with the Board as it seeks to verify the information or risk the application being rejected.

A representative of the victim may complete the application.  A representative may include an attorney, a legal guardian, immediate family member, parent, or relative caregiver who is not the perpetrator of the crime if the victim is a minor or incompetent adult, a victim assistance advocate, or an immediate family member who is not the perpetrator of the crime with written authorization from the victim.

An applicant may request and receive an emergency award if the Board determines that such an award is necessary to avoid or mitigate substantial hardship that may result from delaying compensation until the application can be completely processed.  Emergency awards must be dispersed within 30 days of the application.  Denial of an emergency award is not appealable.

TO APPEAL

An applicant can appeal if a claim is recommended for denial, or if any part of the claim is recommended for denial. An appeal must be filed within 45 days of the date the Board mailed the notice to deny the claim and/or expense. In some cases, if new information is provided, the denial may be reconsidered immediately. Otherwise, most appeals are scheduled for a hearing before a Hearing Officer. This hearing will give the applicant the opportunity to present information supporting the claim. Hearings are not held to contest the denial of an emergency award.

If the applicant does not agree with the outcome of the Board's final decision, a Petition for a Writ of Mandate may be filed in the Superior Court.

For more information, contact

Victim Compensation & Government Claims Board

PO Box 3036

Sacramento, CA 95812-3036

Or see the following link: http://www.boc.ca.gov/default.htm


	Colorado
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The law enforcement agency must have been notified within 72 hours after the crime occurred.  

The following persons may be eligible to receive compensation:

· any person who suffers property damage, economic loss, injury or death as a result of an intentional or criminally negligent act committed in Colorado;

· any person who attempts to assist a victim who suffered property damage, economic loss, injury or death as a result of an intentional or criminally negligent act committed in Colorado; or

· any person who is a relative of a victim who suffered property damage, economic loss, injury or death as a result of an intentional or criminally negligent act committed in Colorado.

If the crime occurred outside the state of Colorado, compensation is available if:  (1) the person is a resident of Colorado and the state in which the crime occurred does not have a CVC program for which the person would be eligible, or (2) the person is a resident of the state of Colorado and is injured or killed by an act of international terrorism committed outside of the United States. 

The victim must cooperate with law enforcement officials.

Colorado Statute 24-4.1-101.

COMPENSATION

A victim may recover the following for injury or death: 

· reasonable medical and hospital expenses and expenses incurred from dentures, eyeglasses, hearing aids, or other prosthetic or medically necessary devices;

· loss of earnings;

· outpatient care;

· homemaker and home health services;

· burial expenses;

· loss of support to dependents; and

· mental health counseling.

A victim may recover the following for property damage:

· repair or replacement of property damaged as a result of the crime or payment of the deductible amount on a residential insurance policy; and

· any modification to the victim’s residence that is necessary to ensure victim safety. 

A relative of a victim, even though not a dependent of the victim, is eligible for compensation for reasonable medical or burial expenses if:  (1) the relative files e a claim with the CVC Board and (2) the relative paid for the medical and/or burial expenses.

The Board can order an emergency award for compensation even if the final decision has not been made, if the victim shows that immediate payment is necessary.  The amount of the emergency award will not exceed $1,000.

The following will not be compensated:

· pain and suffering or property damage other than residential property damage; 

· damage to the victim (or the dependents of a victim) exceeding $20,000; or 

· damages of less than $25.


	The CVC Board in the judicial district in which the crime took place.  The three board members are appointed by the district attorney. 

TO APPLY

The victim (or applicant) must file a claim for compensation for injury or death within 1 year from the date of the crime.  The victim must file a claim for compensation for property damage within 6 months of the crime.

Victims are required to apply for Victim Compensation in the district in which the crime occurred by completing an application and submitting receipts or bills directly related to the crime.  The Board may require additional information of the applicant.

The processing time is different for each district.  It generally takes 30-45 days to be notified of the Board’s decision.  The Board reviews the claims from victims for compensation and makes compensation awards from the victims' assistance fund.

If the applicant makes any important, false statements to the Board, then she will be ineligible to receive compensation under this program.

TO APPEAL

If the Board denies the victim’s claim for compensation, the victim may ask the Board to reconsider its decision.  The victim should contact the Victim Compensation program within 30 days from the date of receiving notice of the denial.  Colorado Statute 24-4.1.

For more information, contact:

Office for Victims Programs

700 Kipling Street, Suite 1000

Denver, CO 80215-5865

303-239-5719

888-282-1080



	Connecticut
	BACKGROUND

The Connecticut Office of Victim Services manages a fund to help crime victims recover lost wages and some out-of-pocket expenses associated with a violent crime.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The crime must be reported to the police within 5 days of its occurrence.  If the crime could not have been reasonably reported in such period, then it should be reported within 5 days of the time when a report could have reasonably been made.

Any individual who suffers bodily injury or death resulting from a crime which occurs:

· within Connecticut, regardless of the residency of the applicant; 

· outside of Connecticut but within the United States, if the victim at the time of the injury or death, was a resident of Connecticut and the state in which the crime occurred does not have a program for compensation for which the victim is eligible; or

· outside of the US, if the applicant is a victim of international terrorism and was a resident of the Connecticut at the time of injury or death.

COMPENSATION

A victim may recover damages for the following:

· expenses incurred as a result of the personal injury or death of the victim, including medical and dental costs related to the crime;

· counseling for victims of sexual assault and child abuse;

· counseling for relatives of victims of sexual assault and child abuse;

· medical costs for injuries to a guide or assistance dog of a blind or disabled crime victim;

· loss of earning power -- including overtime and self-employment income, to cover the salary lost due to the crime related absence;

· financial loss to the spouse or dependents of a deceased victim;

· funeral costs up to $4,000;  and

· financial loss to the relatives or dependents of a deceased victim for attendance at court proceedings with respect to the criminal case of the person charged with committing the crime that resulted in the death of the victim.

No compensation will be awarded for losses sustained for crimes against property or for noneconomic losses such as pain and suffering.

No compensation will be awarded for the first $100 of injury sustained by the victim.

A maximum of $15,000 will be awarded except that the dependents of a homicide victim can receive a maximum of $25,000.

The Division of Criminal Justice is responsible for paying for the 

examination costs of a victim of sexual assault, when the examination is performed to gather evidence.  This includes the costs of testing for pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases and prophylactic treatment for sexually transmitted diseases.

The Division of Scientific Services within the Department of Public Safety is responsible for paying for a toxicology screening of a victim of sexual assault.

The spouse or dependants of a deceased victim are also eligible to receive a 0-1% loan of up to $100,000, if the family qualifies for compensation as a result of murder or manslaughter of the victim.  The loan funds may be used to pay for essential living expenses directly resulting from the loss of income provided by the deceased victim or to cover preexisting financial obligations.  Repayment begins five years from the date of the loan.

http://www.jud.state.ct.us/crimevictim/#Program

	The Office of Victim Services reviews the applications and may order the payment of compensation.

TO APPLY

The applicant should file a claim for compensation within 2 years after the date of the personal injury or death.  

If an applicant fails to make a claim within 2 years of the crime, a waiver of the time limit can be requested if:

· the victim failed to make the application because of physical, emotional, or psychological injuries caused by the personal injury or death (in which case they may file the application within 6 years of the crime); or

· the applicant is a minor (in which case they may file the application within 2 years of attaining the age of majority (18)).

The applicant should file an Application for Compensation with the Office of Victim Services (OVS).  An OVS examiner will work with the applicant to collect the necessary information.  For an applicant to file a claim, go to:  www.jud.ct.gov/crimevictim or call the Office of Victim Services.

For more information, contact:

Connecticut Judicial Branch

31 Cooke Street, Plainville, Ct 06062

Office Of Victim Services

Telephone (860) 747-4501 Or 

Toll Free 1-888-286-7347

	Delaware
	BACKGROUND

The Violent Crime Compensation Board provides compensation for innocent victims (or their survivors) who have been physically or emotionally injured as a result of a crime.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The crime must be reported to law enforcement within 72 hours.

A person who was injured or killed by the act of another person during the commission of a violent crime such as murder, rape, unlawful sexual intercourse, unlawful sexual penetration or unlawful sexual contact, manslaughter, assault, kidnapping, arson, burglary, riot, robbery, unlawful use of explosives or unlawful use of firearms, stalking, or endangering the welfare of a child.

The victim must agree to cooperate with law enforcement agencies in the apprehension and conviction of the criminal.

The crime must have taken place within the state of Delaware or the victim must have been a resident of Delaware at the time of the crime (if the state in which the crime took place does not have a compensation program).

COMPENSATION

The victim may recover the following financial losses:

· medical expenses, including psychiatric care, dental care and mental health counseling;

· nonmedical remedial care and treatment associated with a religious method of healing;

· hospital expenses;

· loss of past or future earnings, including reimbursement for vacation, sick and compensatory time;

· income loss to the custodian of a child victim while providing care to the victim;

· change of locks; 

· replacement of items seized as evidence;

· crime scene clean-up expenses not to exceed $1,000;

· temporary housing not to exceed $1,500;

· moving expenses not to exceed $1,000; and

· essential personal safety property not to exceed $1,500.

The relatives of a deceased victim may recover the following losses:

· funeral and burial expenses;

· loss of support to the dependents of the victim; and

· mental health counseling.

No compensation will be made for a claim of less than $25.

No compensation will be made for property damage.

Awards may be paid in a lump sum or in periodic payments.

Total amount of compensation awarded to a victim (or in the case of the death of the victim to the relatives) will not exceed $25,000 unless the victim is permanently and totally disabled in which they may receive up to $50,000.

A victim can be compensated for reasonable actual expenses due to the injury.

Any amounts received through an insurance policy will be deducted.

Reimbursement will be made regardless of whether the alleged perpetrator of the criminal act is prosecuted.

If the victim dies due to the violent crime, any person who legally or voluntarily assumes the obligation to pay the medical or burial expenses will also be eligible to file a claim with the Board.

Title 11, Section 90 of the Delaware Code § 9001-9020.


	The Delaware Violent Crimes Compensation Board has the authority to award compensation for crime victims.  The Board consists of 5 members who are appointed by the Governor.  The Board is responsible for reviewing and investigating the applications for compensation.

TO APPLY

An application for compensation must be filed with the Board within 1 year of the crime.

The applicants shall submit an application to the Board.  All claims filed with the Board must be written and should accurately describe the crime and circumstances which brought about the injury, damage or death.  It should also state the time and place the injury occurred, state the names of the people involved, and contain the amount claimed by the applicant.

The Board will initiate an investigation of the claim within 30 days of the filing of the claim.  After the investigation, the Board will make a decision on whether or not to issue compensation and will specify the amount of the award.  

TO APPEAL

If the applicant is dissatisfied with the Board’s decision, they must request a hearing before the Board within 15 days of the Board’s original decision.

The Board may require the injured person filing a claim to submit to a physical or mental examination.

For more information, contact:

Violent Crimes Compensation Program

240 N. James Street, Suite 203

Newport, DE 19804

302-995-8383

Delaware Helpline

1-800-464-4357 (in state)

1-800-273-9500 (out of state)



	District of Columbia
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· A police report must have been filed within 7 days of the crime. In cases of sexual assault, seeking medical treatment is sufficient. In cases of domestic violence, requesting a civil Restraining Order is sufficient.

Victims of crime, and secondary victims (such as people related to the victim and others) may receive compensation from the Crime Victim’s Compensation Program (CVCP) if the crime occurred in DC, the victim is a resident of DC, or if a DC resident suffered personal injury as a result of a terrorist act or act of mass violence committed outside the U.S.  

The types of crimes include arson, assault, negligent homicide, sexual abuse, kidnapping, murder, robbery, carjacking, cruelty to children, stalking, burglary, unauthorized use of explosives, reckless driving, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, and terrorist acts.  (D.C. Code §§ 4-501-4-508)

People eligible for compensation include victims of violent crime, their family or household members, guardians, dependents or survivors, and people who legally assume the obligation or voluntarily pay for a victim’s expenses. 

Persons injured while attempting to assist a crime victim, prevent the commission of a crime, or apprehend a person suspected of committing a crime are also eligible. 

Eligibility requirements include:

· A claim for compensation must be filed within 1 year after the crime or one year after learning of the CVCP; 

· The victim must have been injured in the District of Columbia or as a result of a terrorist act committed outside of the United States;

· The claimant must have reasonably provided information to and cooperated with requesting law enforcement agencies;

· The claimant cannot have participated in, consented to, or provoked the crime; and

· The award cannot unjustly enrich the offender.
COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for:

· Medical expenses, including ambulance, hospital, surgical, medical, nursing, dental, optometric, ophthalmologic, chiropractic, podiatric, in-patient mental health and pregnancy-related care.  As per the Crime Victim’s Compensation Office, testing and treatment for STDs is not covered;

· Mental health counseling: up to $3,000 for adults, $6,000 for children (also for secondary victims); 

· Physical or occupational therapy, or rehabilitation;

· Lost wages: not to exceed 52 weeks or $10,000;

· Loss of support to dependents (where victim is deceased and social security is denied): up to $2,500 per dependent, not to exceed $7,500 per victimization;

· Funerals: up to $6,000;

· Crime scene cleanup: not to exceed $1,000;

· Replacement of clothing held as evidence by law enforcement: not to exceed $100 (does not apply where victim is deceased); 

· Temporary emergency food and housing (made necessary as a result of the crime): not to exceed 120 days or $400 for food costs and $3,000 for housing costs;

· Moving expenses: (necessary as a result of the crime, where the health and safety of the victim are jeopardized) up to $1,500, not to exceed 120 days; 

· Transportation costs: to participate in the investigation or prosecution of the case, or to receive medical treatment or some other service necessary as a result of the crime $100 for local; and $500 for necessary out of state travel to receive services;

· Replacement of doors, windows, locks or other items to secure the victim’s home: up to $1000;

· Reimbursement for rental of an automobile while the victim’s car is being held as evidence by law enforcement: up to $2000; 

· Attorney’s fees:  to assist in the appeal of a determination only; not to exceed $500 or 10 percent of award, whichever is less; and 

· Emergency award: not to exceed $1,000. 

Only the services described above are compensable.  Pain and suffering and property damaged or stolen as a result of the crime are not compensable under the CVCP.  Also, other benefits available to the victim, such as health, life, auto, or property insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, annual and sick leave programs offered by employers are deducted from the amounts payable by the CVCP.  For more information on Medicaid and other programs, See Pre-Natal Care for Qualified and Non-Qualified Aliens Chart.


	TO APPLY

Applications for compensation are available at:

· The Crime Victim’s Compensation Office located in Suite 203 of DC Superior Court Building A, at 515 5th Street, NW (between E and F Streets).

· http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/frames.asp?doc=/mpdc/lib/mpdc/serv/victims/pdf/victimscomp.pdf&group=1523
· DC Metropolitan Police Department and Capitol/Park Police Stations 

· DC Area Hospital Emergency Rooms 

· The Victim/Witness Assistance unit of the US Attorney’s Office 

This form must be completed and mailed to, and further information may be sought from:

Crime Victim’s Compensation Office

Superior Court Building A

515 5th Street, NW, Suite 203

Washington, DC 20001

(202) 879-4216

http://mpdc.dc.gov/mpdc/cwp/view,a,1241,q,539157,mpdcNav_GID,1523,mpdcNav,|.asp
The form does ask for a Social Security number, but it will not be asked for if it is not filled in.  The Crime Victim’s Compensation Office does not review immigration status.

	Florida
	BACKGROUND

The Florida Crimes Compensation Act provides compensation to victims of crime as well as people who attempt to prevent a crime (intervenors).  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The crime must have been reported to law enforcement within 72 hours after it occurred or the applicant will be required to show good cause as to why the crime was not reported. 

Compensation is available to those who suffer personal physical injury, death, or, where force is used, psychiatric or psychological injury.  Application for benefits may be made by victims, guardians, surviving relatives, and any other person who is dependent for principal support upon a deceased victim or intervenor.  The victim must cooperate fully with law enforcement, and a criminal background check will be conducted on all victims and all claimants.   (F. S. A. § 960.01- 960.28) 

COMPENSATION

Benefits include:

· wage loss;
· medical expenses;
· disability allowance;
· mental health counseling;
· funeral/burial expenses (up to $5000);
· property loss reimbursement (up to $500 for elderly and disabled adults);
· necessary prescriptions and prosthetic devices;
· relocation assistance for victims of domestic violence (up to $1,500 for one claim and a lifetime maximum of $3,000); and 
· minor travel expenses for medical treatment. 
Benefits are limited to $10,000 for treatment and $25,000 for compensable costs, but if there is catastrophic injury, costs may be covered up to $50,000.  For an injury to be covered, it should be discussed in the law enforcement report of the crime.  Additional medical documentation of crime-related injury and expenses will also be considered.  Covered medical expenses include testing for sexually transmitted diseases after sexual assault.
Wage loss and disability claims are calculated using state worker compensation schedules.  

Emergency funding up to $1,000 may also be available if an award is likely to be made and the claimant receives Social Security or undue hardship will result.  

Benefits are awarded subject to actual need and are a “last resort” after all other sources; payments will be reduced by other payments received by the victim or claimant as a result of the injury or death.

Anyone who aided the crime, engaged in unlawful activity at the time of the crime or contributed to their own injury is not eligible for compensation.  Absent special circumstances, an individual in custody, a habitual felon, a violent offender or one found guilty of a forcible felony offense is not eligible.  Records are confidential and not subject to public disclosure.


	TO APPLY

The person seeking compensation must complete an application and submit it to the Division of Victim Services within 1 year of the crime date or, upon good cause shown, within 2 years.  Minors must submit within 1 year after reaching majority, or 2 years upon good cause shown.  The application must include a law enforcement report documenting proof of crime, documentation of crime-related expenses, and as necessary, third-party payments (e.g., insurance), lost work time, and doctor’s statements certifying disability.  There is no application fee, and assistance is available for completing the application.

TO APPEAL

If the Crime Victim Services Office denies a claim, an applicant may request a hearing within 60 days after notice of the denial.  The claim is then referred to a hearing officer designated by Florida’s Attorney General. 

See the following link for more information: 

http://myfloridalegal.com/victims 

Office of the Attorney General

Division of Victim Services

The Capitol, PL-01

Tallahassee, FL 32399

(850)414-3300

1-800-226-6667 (Toll-free victim information and referral line)



	Georgia
	ELIGIBILITY

· According to the staff at the Georgia Crime Victims Compensation Board, there are no restrictions based on immigration status. 
· The crime must be reported to proper government authorities (i.e. law enforcement, child protective services, the courts, etc.) within 72 hours.  The 72 hours may be waived for good cause shown.

Innocent victims who have been physically injured in a violent crime in Georgia are eligible for victim compensation.  This includes:

· a victim;

· a dependent spouse or child of a victim;

· any person who goes to the aid of another and suffers physical injury or death as a direct result of reasonably acting (i) to prevent the commission of a crime, (ii) to lawfully apprehend a person reasonably suspected of having committed a crime, or (iii) to aid the victim of a crime or any person who is injured or killed while aiding or attempting to aid a law enforcement officer in the prevention of a crime or apprehension of a criminal at the officer’s request;

· any person who is a victim of family violence; and

· any person (other than a direct service provider) who assumes the cost of an eligible expense of a victim, regardless of such person’s relationship to the victim or whether such person is a dependent of the victim. 

A victim will not be denied compensation based the victim’s familial relationship with the person who is criminally responsible for the crime.

Victims may be legal residents or nonresidents of Georgia. A surviving spouse, parent, or child who is legally dependent for his or her principal support upon a deceased victim is entitled to file a claim if the deceased victim would have been so entitled, regardless of the residence or nationality of the surviving spouse, parent, or child. 

Ga. Code § 17-15-7

To obtain compensation:

· The claim must be filed within 1 year of the crime; and

· applications received 2 years after the crime cannot be considered for compensation.

Those not eligible include:

· victims of property crime;

· victims who consent, provoke, or incite the crime committed against them or is an accomplice of the person who committed the crime;

· victims who were participating in a criminal act;

· victims injured while confined in any federal, state, county, or municipal jail, prison, or other correctional facility; and

· victim of a crime which occurred prior to July 1, 1989

COMPENSATION

Compensation is available for:

· Assault/Battery; 

· Homicide; 

· Child Abuse; 

· Sexual Assault; 

· Domestic/Family Violence; 

· DUI Crash Victims; 

· Vehicular Homicide; 

· Hit and Run; and 

· Serious Injury by Vehicle.

Total award amount can not exceed $25,000 and the categorical caps are as follows: 

· Medical Expenses: $15,000 (crimes occurring on or after 07/01/02);

· Medical Expenses: $10,000 (crimes occurring between 05/13/02 - 06/30/02);

· Medical Expenses: $5,000.00 (crimes occurring prior to 05/13/02);

· Counseling Bills:  $3,000 (crimes occurring on or after 05/13/02);

· Counseling Bills: $2,500 (crimes occurring prior to 05/13/02);

· Funeral Expenses: $3,000;

· Lost Wages/Support:  $10,000 (crimes occurring on or after 05/13/02);

· Lost Wages/Support: $5,000 (crimes occurring prior to 05/13/02);

· Crime Scene Clean-up: $1,500 (crimes occurring on or after 05/13/02);

· victims of domestic violence may also be eligible for loss of support;

· a parent of a child victim may be eligible for lost wages, to compensate for medical time spent away from work with the child; and

· A criminal history will be provided and analyzed on all victims 18 years and older.

According to the staff at the Georgia Crime Victims Compensation Board, medical expenses to be reimbursed include STD, AIDS, and post-coital screening/treatment, if the expenses are related to the crime, if they are not otherwise paid for through the state’s forensic exam coverage and there is no other source of reimbursement.

Victims/applicants are required to exhaust funds from other sources such as health insurance, car insurance, social security, annual/sick leave pay, disability insurance, worker’s compensation, unemployment compensation or funds from other government agencies.


	TO APPLY

Georgia Crime Victims Compensation Board decides on compensation.

Applications are available online at http://www.ganet.org/cjcc/victimscomp.htmll
The claim shall be verified and contain:

· a description of the date, nature and circumstances of the crime;

· a complete financial statement of the amounts requested for compensation;

· a statement indicating the extent of any disability resulting from the injury incurred (if appropriate);

· an authorization permitting the board to verify the contents of the application; and

· such other information as requested by the board.

Ga. Code § 17-15-5

Each claim will be assigned to an investigator who will investigate the application.  The examination will include, but will not be limited to, an examination of law enforcement, court, and official records and reports concerning the crime and an examination of medical, financial and hospital reports relating to the injury or losses claimed in the application.  All claims arising from the death of an individual as a result of a crime will be considered together by a single investigator.  

All claims will be investigated, even if the alleged criminal has been taken into custody, prosecuted or convicted of any crime based upon the same incident or whether the alleged criminal has been acquitted or found not guilty of the crime in question.  

A claim must show that: 

· a crime was committed

· the crime directly resulted in the victim’s physical injury, financial hardship as a result of the victim’s physical injury, or the victims death

· police records must show that the crime was promptly reported to the proper authorities. In no case may an award be made where the police records show that such report was made more than 72 hours after the occurrence of such crime unless the board, for good cause shown, finds the delay to have been justified

· the applicant has pursued restitution rights against any person who committed the crime unless the board or director determines that such action would not be feasible. 

The board, upon finding that any claimant or award recipient has not fully cooperated with all law enforcement agencies, may deny, reduce, or withdraw any award.  Ga. Code § 17-15-8.

The investigator will file a written report with the director with a recommendation and the investigator’s reasons for the recommendation. The director will render a decision on the application and will provide the applicant with a copy of the report if requested.   Ga. Code § 17-15-6.

TO APPEAL

To appeal, an applicant may make an application in writing to the director for review of the decision within 30 days after receipt of the report of the decision.

Upon receipt of an application for review the director forwards all relevant documents and information to the board. The board reviews the records and will either uphold or reverse the decision of the director. The board may order a hearing prior to a decision. At the hearing, any relevant evidence not legally privileged is admissible. The board will render a decision within 90 days after completion of the investigation. If the director receives no application for review within 30 days of rendering a decision, the director’s decision becomes final.

Ga. Code § 17-15-6



	Hawaii
	BACKGROUND

The Hawaiian victim compensation statute addresses a wide range of crimes, including murder, manslaughter, negligent homicide, negligent injury, assault, kidnapping, sexual assault, abuse of family or household member, and terrorism.  Hi. Rev. Stat. § 351-32.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  The statute does not discuss immigration status, nor do any of the applicable definitions address this issue.  “Resident” is defined broadly to include “every” individual who “intends to permanently reside in this State” or who “has a permanent abode in State.”  Hi. Rev. Stat. § 351-2.  A CVCC representative confirmed that immigration status is not a consideration.

· The crime must be reported within 72 hours and an application must be filed within 18 months of the incident unless there is good cause for delay.  Hi. Rev. Stat. § 351-62(a).  See Hi. A.D.C. § 23-605-2.

Hawaii provides compensation for any “private citizen” who is the victim of a violent crime, including sexual assault, that occurs in Hawaii or for “state residents” who are crime victims elsewhere.  Compensation is also provided for other individuals who are dependents or who expend money as a result of the crime.  Hi. Rev. Stat. § 351-31.  

COMPENSATION

Compensation may be ordered for any reasonable expenses incurred during the period of injury or death of the victim; medical expenses related to the crime; loss of earning power because of the crime; monetary loss to a deceased victim's dependents; pain and suffering of the victim; and "any other pecuniary loss directly resulting from the injury or death of the victim that the commission determines to be reasonable and proper."  Hi. Rev. Stat. § 351-33.

The Crime Victims’ Compensation Commission (CVCC) may require a treatment plan. Hi. A.C. § 23-605-8. But, in general, coverage is very extensive.  See id. § 23-605-9 (noting coverage for prescription glasses, nontraditional medical treatments, modifications to homes or vehicles, ambulance services and plastic surgery).  

According to the CVCC, many medical procedures and services related to sexual assault are covered directly (such that the victim will never receive a bill), but neither the statute nor the Administrative Code provide detail on this issue, as, in many cases, individual counties and localities handle these services.

The Administrative Code relating to the CVCC provides for such items as prescription drugs, emergency room treatment, and “other appropriate medical care.”  Hi. A.D.C. § 23-605-9.  The CVCC confirmed that pregnancy testing, HIV prophylactic treatment, and STD examinations are included.  The CVCC also stressed that Hawaii takes a very broad view of what is covered depending on the needs of the individuals in question.  


	County administrative units generally handle reimbursement to hospitals for forensic examinations and related services.  Most of the time, the victim will not receive a bill.  If the medical provider has difficulty obtaining reimbursement, the CVCC frequently does provide payment.  The CVCC witness agreed that the statute is not clear on this point.  

TO APPLY

If a claimant requires reimbursement, s/he must fill out an application form, which may be obtained directly from the CVCC or from its website.  Following review of that application, compensation may be awarded for all expenses incurred in connection with the crime.  An application must be filed within 18 months of the incident unless there is good cause for delay.  Hi. Rev. Stat. § 351-62(a).  See Hi. A.D.C. § 23-605-2.  “Good cause” usually requires “mental, physical, or legal impairment”—that is, an actual inability to file a report and application.  Failure to understand the law, negligence, and incarceration do not qualify as good cause.  Hi. A.D.C. § 23-605-2.
Information on the CVCC process (including application forms) is available at 1-800-587-1143 or www.hawaii.gov/cvcc.  The CVCC can also provide information on different crisis and treatment facilities and county medical providers.  The Oahu Sex Assault Treatment Center, 1-808-524-7273, also provides information.

For more information, contact

1136 Union Mall

Room 600

Honolulu HI 96813

Ph: 808 587-1143

Fax: 808 587-1146

cvcc@hawaii.rr.com

	Idaho
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The crime resulting in the injury or death of the victim must be reported to a law enforcement officer within 72 hours after its occurrence, unless the Idaho Industrial Commission (IIC) finds there was good cause for not reporting the crime within that time period.

Compensation is available to:

· A “victim,” meaning a person who is injured or dies as a result of (a) a crime committed against him or her; (b) trying, in good faith, to prevent a crime; or (c) trying, in good faith, to apprehend a person that he or she reasonably believes to have committed a crime; or

· A spouse or dependent child of a deceased victim; or

· A parent, guardian or sibling of a victim who is a minor.  Idaho Code § 72-1003.

A person does not have to be a resident of Idaho, a U.S. citizen or a qualified immigrant to receive benefits under the Crime Victims Compensation Act.  

**This chart refers to victims and others entitled to benefits under the Idaho Crime Victims Compensation Program as “claimants.”

To be eligible for compensation:

· The claimant must file a claim for compensation with the IIC within 1 year after the crime occurred.  Idaho Code § 72-1016.

· Note that, although the offender does not have to be convicted in order for the claimant to receive benefits, there must be “sufficient evidence” to show that a crime was committed.  Idaho Code § 72-1018.

· The claimant must fully cooperate with all law enforcement authorities and the prosecutors in their efforts to investigate the crime and apprehend and prosecute the person who committed the crime.  If not, benefits will be reduced or denied, as determined by the IIC.  Idaho Code § 72-1016(4).

· The crime must occur in Idaho, unless the victim is a resident of Idaho and the crime occurred in a state that does not have a CVC program.  Idaho Code § 72-1003(4).

· The IIC may require victims to submit additional information or be examined (without cost to the victim) by a doctor in order to receive benefits.  If requested information is not submitted, benefits may be denied.  Idaho Code § 72-1014.

Victims are not eligible to receive compensation if:

· A victim who is in jail or in any other institution that provides for the “maintenance” of the victim. Idaho Code § 72-1016(6).

· A victim of a car accident, unless the car was used to cause the injury or death of the victim.  Idaho Code § 72-1003(4)(d).

Claims may be denied or benefits reduced if:

· A victim contributed to his or her own injury or death,

· A victim who was engaged in a crime (including drunk driving).  Idaho Code § 72-1016(7).

· Any claimant who is an offender or accomplice of an offender if they would “unjustly benefit” the offender or accomplice.  Idaho Code § 72-1016(2).
COMPENSATION

Funds for treatment expenses to the victim will only be provided after all other sources of payment have been exhausted.  Compensation may be paid up to a maximum of $25,000 for the victim and dependents of a deceased victim, with no more than $20,000 (of the $25,000 maximum payable) payable for lost wages. Idaho Code § 72-1019 and Idaho Administrative Code 17.05.011.10.  Benefits may include the following:

· Reasonable medical expenses, including doctor and hospital visits, medicine and other approved treatment;

· Pre-natal care and delivery of the child is covered if a victim of a sexual assault becomes pregnant as a result of that assault.  (Per IIC);

· Counseling and mental health services, up to a maximum of $2,500 for the victim and – for the spouse, parent, grandparent, child, grandchild or sibling of a victim who is killed or sexually assaulted – up to $500 per person or $1,500 per family;

· Wage losses resulting from the victim’s (or dependent’s) inability to work for more than one week as a result of injuries – up to a maximum of $150 per week for a victim who survives a crime and was employable but not employed at the time of the crime and up to $150 per week for dependents of a deceased victim – beginning after the first full week or missed work and until the victim or dependent has a “reasonable prospect” of being regularly employed again.  These lost wage benefits are limited to $20,000, and the amount paid for lost wages, together with medical and other expenses paid under § 72-1019(2) and funeral, burial or cremation expenses paid under § 72-1019(4), may not exceed $25,000;

· Funeral, burial or cremation expenses, up to a maximum of $5,000;

· Compensation will not be paid for pain and suffering or property damage; and

· Claimants may be compensated for necessary travel expenses incurred in connection with obtaining benefits.

Idaho Code § 72-1019.

Any claimant may receive reduced benefits if government funds are insufficient to fully pay all claims.  Idaho Code § 72-1008.

Claimant’s benefits will be denied or reduced where the benefits are covered by other sources, including: (a) from the offender; (b) the U.S. government or any of its agencies; (c) any other state; (d) social security, Medicare or Medicaid; (e) worker’s compensation; (e) employer wage continuation programs; or (f) insurance proceeds.  Idaho Code §§ 72-1003(2) and 72-1016(5).

If a claimant receives compensation from the offender or any other source, benefits paid by IIC are to be repaid from such compensation.  Idaho Code § 72-1023.

A claimant’s attorney’s fees may be paid in addition to the maximum benefits payable as described above.  Attorney’s fees compensation will be limited to 5% of the total amount paid to claimant.  Idaho Code § 72-1006.


	TO APPLY

Claims are received by the Idaho Industrial Commission (IIC).

Complete a Crime Victim’s Application for Compensation Form, which is available at:

· The IIC offices;

· Law enforcement agencies;

· Prosecuting attorney offices;

· Hospitals;

· Victim advocate groups; and

· On the website for the IIC at www.IIC.idaho.gov/cv/crimevictims.htm.

Together with the application for benefits, the claimant should provide copies of the police investigative report and any other information requested by the IIC.  If the claimant does not provide all required information, benefits could be denied or reduced.

The IIC will process the claims as follows:

· When the IIC receives the complaint and all requested information, it makes a determination of the claimant’s eligibility and sends notice to the claimant of the determination.  The claimant is required to help the IIC make eligibility determinations.  Idaho Administrative Code 17.05.01.011.02

· The IIC will appoint an employee – the Crime Victims Supervisor (CVS) – to review the claim.  The CVS may enter awards granting benefits in full or in part or denying benefits.  Idaho Administrative Code 17.05.01.011.04.

· Claimants have 20 days to petition the IIC for reconsideration or any award or order or 45 days to request a hearing with the IIC.  Idaho Administrative Code 17.05.01.011.05.

· To receive benefits, a claimant needs to send bills to the IIC.  Bills will be paid directly to the service provider or to the claimant if the claimant has already paid the bill.  Idaho Administrative Code 17.05.01.011.06

A claimant may request the IIC to reconsider and review its benefit determinations.  The IIC may decide on its own to review and reconsider benefit determinations.  (Idaho Code § 72-1021)

There is no appeal from a final determination of the IIC.  (Idaho Code § 72-1022)

A claimant has the right to inspect the records of the IIC.  (Idaho Code § 72-1007)

For more information, contact

Crime Victims Compensation Program

Industrial Commission

P.O. Box 83720

Boise Id 83720-0041

(208) 334-6080 Or (800) 950-2110

http://www2.state.id.us/iic/forms/cv/cvcpapp.pdf 

	Illinois
	BACKGROUND

Illinois' CVC act covers virtually all violent crimes, including, homicide, kidnapping, battery, and sexual assault.  It does not cover crimes related to operation of motor vehicles, unless the perpetrator was intoxicated.  740 Ill. Stat. § 45/2.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  An Illinois court has ruled that proof of citizenship or legal alien status is not required.  However, it is possible that, if an Illinois resident makes a claim for injuries occurring elsewhere, citizenship could be relevant.  The Illinois courts have ruled on Hernandez v. Fahner.

· In most cases, the crime must have been reported within 72 hours of the crime, and the victim must cooperate with law enforcement personnel.  However, sex crimes have a 7-day reporting period.  In addition, the statute specifically provides that an applicant will be considered to have complied with the law if s/he has obtained an order of protection, obtained a no contact order, or “presented himself or herself to a hospital for sexual assault evidence collection and medical care.” 740 Ill. Stat. 45/6.1.

Any Illinois resident injured or killed elsewhere may also seek compensation.  Certain dependents, family members, and others who assisted the victim may also seek compensation.  740 Ill. Stat. § 45/2(d).  

COMPENSATION

Compensation may be awarded for a variety of health care expenditures including counseling and all "appropriate medical expenses" and hospital expenses, including prosthetics and eyeglasses damaged as a result of the crime. 

In addition, compensation may be awarded for a wide range of expenditures and lost income.  These include replacement costs for clothing and bedding used as evidence, costs for temporary lodging (including first month's rent and security deposit), replacements for locks or windows necessary or damaged as a result of the crime, crime scene clean-up, loss of earnings, loss of future earnings, funeral and burial expenses, and expenses incurred in obtaining services to replace those the injured or deceased person would have performed but for the crime.  740 Ill. Stat. § 45/2.

In addition to the crime victims’ compensation program, the Sexual Assault Survivors Emergency Treatment Act (SASETA) specifically addresses the need for medical care following sexual assault.  Under SASETA, victims can obtain medical examinations and tests; information on STDs; tests for STDs; “appropriate medication,” including HIV prophylaxis, and counseling.  410 Ill. Stat. § 70.   


	TO APPLY

Under the law, crime victims must file an application under oath within 2 years of the crime.  

For services provided under SASETA, if the victim is not eligible to receive the services under the Illinois Public Aid Code or through insurance, the provider must furnish services without charge. The provider will be reimbursed by the state of Illinois.  410 Ill. Stat. § 70/7.  Note, however, that some victims can receive bills when reimbursement has not been received promptly by the medical provider.  

Information, including application forms for the crime victims’ compensation program, is available at www.ag.state.il.us.  In addition, Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault (ICASA) can provide information on a variety of related issues.   Information may be obtained from ICASA at 1-217-753-4117 or at their website, http://www.icasa.org.  The website includes a list of crisis centers.

For additional information, contact: 

Crime Victim Services Division

Office of the Attorney General

100 West Randolph Street, 13th Floor

Chicago, IL 60601

312-814-2581

312-814-4231 (fax)

1-800-228-3368 (voice/TTY)

	Indiana
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status. A state official confirmed that immigrants may receive compensation for crimes committed against them.  

· The crime must have been reported to the police within 48 hours unless there was a good reason why the crime could not be reported in that time.  The victim or survivors must be cooperative in the investigation and prosecution of the crime. 

http://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/legal/victim/victim_advocacy.html
Residents of Indiana may be compensated for violent crimes that occur anywhere (unless the jurisdiction where the crime occurred has a similar statute), and a nonresident of Indiana may be compensated for violent crimes that occur in Indiana.  Certain dependents, family members, and others who rendered aid may also seek compensation.  Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-12.  

Victims may be able to receive compensation resulting from criminal acts of felonies and certain misdemeanors resulting in bodily injury or death except for various crimes related to the operation of a motor vehicle in which the perpetrator was not intoxicated.  Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-8.

With the exception of forensic evidence collection from sex crime victims, there must be minimum of $100 in out-of-pocket expenses. 

http://www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/legal/victim/victim_advocacy.html
COMPENSATION

Compensation may be awarded for "out of pocket" losses related to the crime as well as for: 

· reasonable expenses for necessary medical, chiropractic, hospital, dental, psychological, optometric, psychiatric, and ambulance services and prescription drugs and prosthetic devices; 

· loss of income; 

· reasonable emergency shelter care expenses; 

· childcare expenses (up to $1,000) to replace childcare the victim would have supplied;

· loss of financial support to dependents;

· funeral or burial expenses; and 

· mental health care (up to $2,000) for the immediate family of a crime victim.  

Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-21. 

In most cases, claimant must spend $100 before compensation may be awarded.  Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-21. 

In addition, victims of sexual crimes may be able to receive direct coverage for:

· counseling;

· pregnancy and STD testing immediately after the crime:

· drug and alcohol testing; 

· pregnancy testing up to 30 days after the crime; and

· syphilis testing up to 90 days after the crime.

Inpatient treatment and HIV prophylactic medication are not covered, and reimbursement for such services must be sought through the crime victims’ compensation process.  

Ind. A.C. § 1-2-3, Ind. Stat. § 16-18-2-1.8.


	TO APPEAL

The procedures for coverage vary considerably depending on the particular services sought.

For example, “suturing and care of wounds” directly related to sex crimes are covered without charge to the victim and without specific reporting and cooperation requirements.  Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-39(b), § 16-21-8-5.  

In contrast, so called “additional forensic services,” which include pregnancy testing, STD testing, etc., requires the victim to report the crime within 96 hours and to cooperate with law enforcement unless there are compelling reasons that would excuse these requirements.  Ind. Code § 16-21-8-5.   The law specifically provides that a hospital may bill directly an alleged victim who does not fulfill these requirements.  Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-39.  If these conditions are met, however, the victim should never receive a bill for such services.

If a victim does receive a bill for services for which a provider is not directly reimbursed or if a victim wishes to apply for compensation for other expenditures, claimants must file an application for assistance with the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute’s Division of Violent Crime within 180 days of the crime.  While an extension may be granted for good cause, there is a firm two-year limit on such extensions.  Ind. Code § 5-2-6.1-16. In addition, compensation may not be awarded unless the law enforcement records regarding the crime are available and any investigation is substantially complete.  Ind Code. § 5-2-6.1-17.  

Information on the application process is available at www.in.gov.  

	Iowa
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· To be eligible for compensation, the victim must report the crime to local law enforcement within 72 hours, unless there is an explanation as to why that was not possible.  This reporting requirement is not applicable to minors or dependent adults who are subject to unlawful sexual conduct or a forcible felony if the crime is committed by an individual responsible for the victim’s care and the crime is reported to an employee of the department of human services.  The victim is expected to cooperate with reasonable requests by the appropriate law enforcement agencies in the investigation and prosecution of the crime.

Victims of violent crime may receive compensation from the State of Iowa.  Under Iowa’s program, the following victims may be eligible for assistance:  

· victims who have been physically or emotionally injured in a violent crime in Iowa; 

· victims of a drunk driving, hit and run, reckless driving, vehicular homicide or injury when a car is used as a weapon; 

· survivors of a homicide victim; 

· a victim’s spouse, children, parents, siblings and persons residing in the victim’s household at the time of the crime;

· Iowans injured by violent crime in a state without a compensation program; or

· Iowans injured by an act of terrorism in a foreign country.  

The Iowa Code, Title XVI, subtitle 3, § 915.80 et seq.  

COMPENSATION

Compensation is available for: 

· medical care related to the victim’s injuries (up to $15,000);
· medical expenses for crime-related care for survivors of a homicide victim (up to $3,000 per survivor);
· crime-related mental health counseling to the victim (up to $3,000) and to the victim’s family members and those residing in the victim’s home (up to $1,000 per secondary victim); 
· grief counseling for survivors of homicide victims (up to $3,000);
· wages lost by the victim due to crime injuries (up to $6,000);
· lost wages for homicide survivors (up to $6,000);
· loss of support of dependents of deceased victims or victims who cannot work for more than 60 days (up to $2,000 per person);
· funeral and burial costs for homicide victims (up to $7,500);
· residential crime scene clean-up (up to $1,000); and
· replacing clothing and bedding held as evidence by  law enforcement (up to $100).
The compensation described above will be reduced by any amount received (or to be received) as the result of an injury or death: (1) from or on behalf of the person who committed the crime or who was otherwise responsible for damages resulting from the crime; (2) from an insurance payment or program, including but not limited to workers compensation or unemployment compensation; and (3) from public funds.  

Emergency compensation, up to $500, is available if the victim would otherwise suffer undue hardship.

Compensation is not available when the bodily injury or death was caused by:  (1) the consent, provocation or incitement by the victim; or (2) the victim assisting, attempting or committing a criminal act.  

Prenatal care, including delivery, may be included as medical expenses paid for by the victim crime program as long as they otherwise meet the program’s criteria.

Medical expenses related to STD, HIV/AIDS and hepatitis screening and treatment, pregnancy testing, and post coital treatment are paid for through the forensic program.  


	TO APPLY

A victim must file an application with the Iowa Department of Justice within 2 years of the date of the crime or show good cause for why it took longer than 2 years to file.  

TO APPEAL

The original claims determinations are made by the crime victim program investigator at the Iowa Department of Justice.  If a claim is denied, the alleged victim is provided written notice of the denial and has the opportunity to appeal.  The first level appeal is determined by the director of the crime victim program, and the final appeal is decided by the Crime Victim Assistance Board.  A victim aggrieved by the denial or disposition of his/her claim may appeal to the district court within 30 days of receipt of the Board’s decision. 

Iowa Attorney General 

Crime Victim Assistance Division 

Lucas Building, Ground Floor

Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Phone: (515)281-5044 

Toll Free: (800) 373-5044

Fax: (515) 281-8199


http://www.state.ia.us/government/ag/CVAD/index.html 

	Kansas
	BACKGROUND

Victims of violent crimes including drunk driving, hit and run, and intentionally inflicted injuries from motor vehicles may receive compensation from the state if the crime occurred in Kansas and the victim suffered bodily injury, death, or resulted in mental health treatment due to trauma.  (Kan. Stat. Ann. §74-7305)  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· The victim must report the incident to the law enforcement agency where the crime occurred within 72 hours of the incident unless the victim can show good cause for failing to report the incident within this time.  The victim/claimant cannot be an accomplice and/or committed crime in connection with the incident and must cooperate with law enforcement agency.

As listed on the application form, some of the crimes include domestic violence, assault, arson, kidnapping, murder/homicide, sexual assault/rape, stalking, DUI, child physical abuse.  However, victims of other criminal injurious conduct may be eligible.

To be compensated, economic loss must exceed $100, except in sexual assault cases.  Victims of sexual assault do not need to show economic loss to be eligible for Victims Compensation.   Loss of personal property is not included, except for clothing/bedding seized as evidence.

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for loss of earnings/wages, out-of-pocket medical expenses incurred as a direct result of the incident, and funeral, burial, and cremation expenses if death was the result.  The maximum amount of coverage is $25,000.  Funeral expenses are limited to $5,000.

Other allowable expenses include moving expenses if a law enforcement officer recommends move for safety reasons, and mileage expenses for medically necessary travel.  (Kan. Admin. Regs. §20-2-9)

If the victim dies, dependent or legal representative may apply on behalf of the victim.

A tentative award (i.e., emergency award) may be given when it appears the claimant will suffer economic hardship without the award.  Any tentative award is deducted from final award.  (Kan. Stat. Ann. §74-7314)

If the victim/claimant is represented by an attorney, reasonable attorney's fees determined by the Compensation Board may be paid.  Attorney’s fees are in addition to the award, and may be paid whether or not compensation is awarded.  (Kan. Stat. Ann. §74-7311)

For victims of sexual assault, medical treatments, such as testing and preventive treatment (prophylaxis) for sexually transmitted diseases, and testing for pregnancy are available and costs for these treatments may be paid by the Crime Victims Compensation Board.  For victims of sexual assault, you do not have to show economic loss to be eligible for victims compensation.


	TO APPLY

The claim must be filed with Crime Victims Compensation Board within 2 years of the incident, and the victim/claimant must show economic hardship without the award.  The Board may consider various factors for deciding undue financial hardship.  (Kan. Stat. Ann. §74-7305(d).)

Crime Victims Compensation Board 

120 SW 10th Avenue, 2nd Floor

Topeka, KS 66612

(785) 296-2359

See the following link for more information: 

http://www.accesskansas.org/ksag/Crime/victims_comp_program.htm


	Kentucky
	BACKGROUND

Victims who suffer bodily or psychological injury or death from a crime, including drunk driving, may receive compensation from the state if the crime occurred in Kentucky.  Kentucky does not enumerate specific crimes.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· The victim must have reported the crime within 48 hours or show good cause as to the delay.  The victim must cooperate with law enforcement agencies.  

Anyone who is a victim of a criminally injurious conduct is eligible for compensation if other eligibility requirements are met. Victims of hate crimes are also eligible.  (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. §346.055)  However, victims who were in a correctional facility or in an institution run by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services of Kentucky at the time of the crime are not eligible.

In addition, the victim does not have to be a resident of Kentucky to be eligible for compensation as long as the victim suffered losses as a direct result of the crime in Kentucky.  (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. §346.025)

If a victim dies, a surviving spouse, parent, or child of the victim is also eligible for compensation.  (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. §346.050)

COMPENSATION

Compensation is available up to $25,000.  Funeral expenses are limited to $5,000.  Compensation is provided for reasonable medical and hospital expenses, loss of earnings/wages up to $150 per week if employed at the time of the crime, funeral expenses, benefits for dependents of the deceased victim, and psychological counseling for a maximum of 2 years.  

Compensation does not cover stolen, lost, or damaged property, although replacement costs for eye glasses or corrective lens damaged during the crime are covered.  (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. §346.130(3))

Emergency awards (not to exceed $500) are allowed when it appears the award will probably be made and undue hardship will result if not awarded.  This amount is to be later deducted from final award (Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. §346.120)

If the victim/claimant is represented by an attorney, attorney's fees may be paid. Attorney’s fees cannot be larger than 15% of award and is part of the award, not in addition to the award.  (107 Ky. Admin. Regs. 1:025)

In Kentucky, basic treatment, laboratory testing, and evidence gathering services for victims of sexual assault are paid by the Crime Victims’ Compensation Board.  In addition to evidence gathering, post-assault treatment available to the victim includes preventive treatment (prophylaxis) for potential infections, such as hepatitis B and certain types of sexually transmitted infections (e.g., chlamydia, gonorrhea, trichomonas, and BV).  Follow up treatment and testing are also available.   

Hospital/Community Facility Procedural Guidelines for the Forensic & Medical Examination of Adult Sexual Assault Victims in Kentucky.


	TO APPLY

The victim must apply with the Crime Victims’ Compensation Board for compensation.  The claim must be filed within 5 years of the crime.

The claimant must show financial hardship to be eligible for compensation.  In determining financial hardship, the Compensation Board will not include:

· a home and whatever real estate it is located on;

· personal property consisting of clothing and strictly personal effects, except jewelry;

· tools and equipment necessary for claimant’s trade, occupation or business;

· household furniture, appliances and equipment, except antiques;

· family automobiles; and

· savings or valuables or additional property in an amount equal to the claimant’s annual income.  (107  Ky. Admin. Regs. 1:010)

Crime Victims Compensation Board

130 Brighton Park Blvd. 

Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 573-7986 ext 228

Fax: (502) 573-4817


See the following link for more information: 

http://www.cvcb.ky.gov/faq/


	Louisiana
	BACKGROUND

An innocent victim of a violent crime in Louisiana may be entitled to compensation if the crime: involves the use of force or the threat of the use of force; results in personal injury, including physical and/or emotional harm, death or catastrophic property loss.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· To be eligible for compensation, the crime must be reported to a law enforcement agency within 72 hours after the incident unless there is a good reason why the crime was not reported within this time period.  The victim and/or claimant must cooperate fully with law enforcement officials in the investigation and prosecution of the case.

Victims, dependents, representatives of victims, and those who seek to prevent crimes can be compensated.

A victim is:

· any person who suffers personal injury, death, or catastrophic property loss as a result of a crime committed in Louisiana;

· a resident of Louisiana who is a victim of an act of terrorism  occurring outside the U.S.;

· a Louisiana resident who suffers personal injury or death as a result of a crime occurred outside of Louisiana; or

· if the crime occurs outside of Louisiana, the victim needs to be  “Louisiana resident” and show that 1) the state where the crime occurred does not have an eligible crime victims reparations program; and 2) the crime would have been compensable had it occurred in Louisiana, in order to be compensated by the state of Louisiana. 

Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII.103

Other claimants include a dependent of a deceased victim; a legal representative of a victim; or a person who helps another and is killed or injured in the good faith effort to prevent a crime, to apprehend a person reasonably suspected of having engaged in such a crime, or to aid a peace officer.

In the event of death, a person who assumes the obligation or voluntarily pays the medical or the funeral or burial expenses incurred as a direct result of the crime can also be compensated. Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII.103

A Louisiana resident is a person who maintained a permanent place to live in this state at the time the crime was committed. Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII.103

Not eligible if:

· the victim was convicted of a felony within 5 years before the incident that leads to the claim;

· there is good cause to believe that the victim engaged in an ongoing criminal activity within 5 years of the incident that leads to the claim; or

· the victim was engaging in an illegal activity at the time of the incident that leads to the claim.

Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII. 301.A.1.a

Award will be reduced if:

· the victim was not wearing a seat belt and injured or killed by a person driving while intoxicated (DWI). The total maximum award allowed under current policy may be reduced by 50 percent.

Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII. 301.A.1.b

COMPENSATION

· There is a $10,000 cap for awards for all victims except those who suffered total and permanent injuries; for those applications the award can be up to $25,000.

· Attorney’s fees: a maximum of $50/hour for a total of 5 hours of $250.

· Funeral expenses: up to $3,500.

· Lost wages/earnings: up to $10,000 (up to $320/week take home pay, or 80% of the gross income up to $400/week).

· Loss of support: up to $10,000.

· Ambulance: up to $300 for regular ambulance transport; up to 500 for air medical transport.

· Medical expenses: treatment must be “usual and customary,” and up to $10,000.

· Travel expenses: only when required medical care is not locally available.

· Mental health counseling: limited to 6 months from the date of the first visit or after the first 26 qualified sessions/groups (whichever comes first).

· Catastrophic property loss: up to $10,000.

· Vehicular incidents: eligible expenses include those resulting from death or personal injury if they are incurred as a result of DWI or hit and run offenses, fleeing felon incidents, or injuries intentionally inflicted with a motor vehicle, boat or aircraft.

· Child care expense: up to $1,500 for each eligible child care claim.

· Crime scene evidence: reasonable replacement costs for clothing; bedding; or property seized as evidence or become unusable as a result of criminal investigation or lab test.

Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII.503

http://www.state.la.us/osr/lac/22v01/22v01.pdf#nameddest=cvrboard 

Louisiana R.S. 15:535

	TO APPLY

The application must be filed within 1 year of the crime unless there is a good reason why the application was not submitted within this time period. 

Applications are available from all Louisiana sheriffs' offices. The victim reparations coordinators provide assistance to victims who ask for help in filling out application forms. Victims may also get an application directly from the Crime Victim's Reparations Office by calling 1-888-6VICTIM (in-state only).

Each type of claim form used by the board should identify the documents that must be submitted by the victim/claimant to support and verify a claimed expense. When applications lack documentation necessary for a decision or award in total or in part, and adequate effort has been made to acquire that information, the application will be placed on an agenda and the decision and award will be based on the information available. Should the formerly

sought information become available, a supplemental application can be filed. Awards to eligible victims or claimants for expenses incurred but not yet paid may be made payable directly to

the providers.

Crime Victims Reparations Program

Louisiana Admi. Code § 22:XIII.303

http://www.state.la.us/osr/lac/22v01/22v01.pdf#nameddest=cvrboard 



	Maine
	BACKGROUND

The following victims of a violent crime are eligible for financial assistance:

· victims of violent crimes (including Operating Under the Influence) occurring in Maine 

· dependents and family members of homicide victims 

· any person responsible for the funeral expenses of a homicide victim 

Maine statute, Title 5, Chapter 316-A, § 3360-B.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· The crime must have been reported to the police within 5 days unless the victim is a minor or there is good cause for delay. 

To qualify for benefits, applicants must satisfy the following requirements:

The crime must be one of the following types: 

· an offense against the person; 

· a sexual assault;

· a kidnapping and/or criminal restraint;

· a robbery;

· a drunk driving incident; or 

· sexual exploitation of a minor.

· The claimant must cooperate with the reasonable requests of law enforcement officials in the investigation and prosecution of the crime.

· Unless the crime is a sexual assault, the victim must have suffered some bodily injury or a psychological injury resulting from a threat of bodily injury from the crime. 

· Compensation may only be paid to innocent victims; it may not be paid to any person who violated a criminal law that contributed to or caused the injury.

· The crime need not result in a successful prosecution. However, to make an award, the Board must find by a preponderance of the evidence that a compensable crime in fact did occur.

· An application must be filed by the victim with the Compensation Board within 3 years of the crime or 60 days of the discovery of the injury or compensable loss, whichever is later, unless there is good cause for failing to file.

Maine statute, Title 5, Chapter 316-A, §§ 3360.3, 3360-B.

COMPENSATION

The Board may award up to $15,000 for actual medical and medically-related expenses or losses incurred as a direct result of crime-related injuries. To the extent insurance or other funds do not cover crime related expenses, the claimant may be reimbursed for: 

· Medical and dental charges (including equipment, supplies and medications) limited to 75% of actual charges. 

· Counseling expenses (for victims, for family and household members of homicide victims and child sexual assault victims, and for family and household members of the victim who witness the crime).

· Funeral/burial costs up to $4,500, costs of a marker up to $500. 

· Lost wages (for victims only). 

· Loss of financial support (for dependents of homicide victims). 

· Crime scene cleaning costs (bio-matter). 

· Costs to repair or replace locks or other security devices.

· Replacement costs of eyeglasses, dentures and other prosthetic devices.

Maine statute, Title 5, Chapter 316-A, §§ 3360.3, 3360-E.

Property losses, compensation for pain and suffering, and other losses (not medically related) are not covered. 

http://www.maine.gov/ag/faq.php?pods=138 


	TO APPLY

Applications are available from the Victims Compensation Board, Office of the Attorney General, 6 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04330-0006 

(207) 624-7882 or 1 (800) 903-7882.

A victim’s compensation application can also be obtained by contacting the Victim Witness Program in the office of your local District Attorney or one of a number of statewide victim services programs. 

When all information and documentation necessary to support a victim's claims have been submitted, the case is reviewed by the Board at its next monthly meeting. Most claims can be verified by staff and are approved by the Board.

TO APPEAL

If the Board issues a denial, a claimant can request a hearing before the Board. If the case is denied after hearing, the claimant may appeal to Superior Court.

http://www.maine.gov/ag/faq.php?pods=138 
Maine statute, Title 5, Chapter 316-A, §§ 3360-F, 3360-G.



	Maryland
	BACKGROUND

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if: (1) the crime occurred in Maryland; or (2) the victim is a Maryland resident and the criminal act occurred in a state that does not have a CVC program.  The types of crimes include drunk driving, domestic violence, and any crime that results in death or personal injury, including sexual assault.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· The victim must report the crime within 48 hours of the occurrence and reasonably cooperate with law enforcement.  Md. Code Ann., Criminal Procedure § 11-810.  

A claimant may be the direct victim of the crime, or a survivor if the crime results in a death.  Md. Code Ann., Criminal Procedure § 11-808.  

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for medical care; expenses for eyeglasses and other corrective lenses; mental health counseling; funeral expenses; repairing, replacing, or cleaning property; disability; and loss of income. Md. Code Ann., Criminal Procedure § 11-810.
Medical Assistance benefits will also be available if the assault results in a need for emergency medical care, and if income and residency requirements are met. 


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board.  The victim must report the crime within 48 hours of the occurrence and reasonably cooperate with law enforcement.  Md. Code Ann., Criminal Procedure § 11-810.  

The application must (absent good cause) be filed within 180 days from:  the date of the crime or the death of the victim.  Md. Code Ann., Criminal Procedure § 11-809. As of October 1, 2006, the time limit to file an application will be extended to 3 years.

Although an application must generally be filed within 180 days (or 3 years as of October 1, 2006), there is no time limit on how long benefits can be received.

See the following link for more information: 

http://www.boc.ca.gov/default.htm


	Massachusetts
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· The victim must report the crime within 5 days of the occurrence and reasonably cooperate with law enforcement.  Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 258C, § 2; 940 Mass. Code Regs. 14.05. 

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if: (1) the crime occurred in Massachusetts; or (2) the victim is a Massachusetts resident and the crime occurred in a state that does not have a CVC program.  The types of crimes include drunk driving, domestic violence, and any crime that results in death or personal injury, including sexual assault. 

A claimant may be the direct victim of the crime, a survivor if the crime results in a death, a person who assumes homemaker responsibilities in certain circumstances, and persons who actually incur burial expenses directly related to the victim.  940 Mass. Code Regs. 14.04.  

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for:

· funeral and burial expenses;

· medical expenses (including limited transportation expenses, pregnancy testing, STD/AIDS screening and/or treatment, and prenatal care); 

· mental health counseling; 

· lost wages; 

· homemaker services (including childcare); 

· loss of financial support; and

· attorney's fees.  

940 Mass. Code Regs. 14.06. 

Compensation is limited to $25,000 per crime.  Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 258C, § 3.


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Victim Compensation and Assistance Division of the Office of the Attorney General.  

The application must (absent good cause) be filed within 3 years from the date of the crime.  Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 258C, § 5; 940 Mass. Code Regs. 14.05.

There is no time limit on how long benefits can be received. 

See the following link for more information: 

http://www.ago.state.ma.us/sp.cfm?pageid=1037
or contact

Office of Attorney General Tom Reilly

Victim Compensation and Assistance Division 

One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA 02108

(617) 727-2200

TTY: (617) 727-4765

http://www.ago.state.ma.us 

	Michigan
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  Mich. Comp. Laws § 18.351, Sec. 1(c).  

· A police report of the crime must generally be made within 48 hours.  The victim must reasonably cooperate with law enforcement.  Mich. Comp. Laws § 18.360.

The types of crimes include: any felony or serious misdemeanor involving assault and battery (including domestic violence), breaking and entering, child abuse, indecent exposure, stalking, aiming or discharging a firearm, leaving the scene of an accident resulting in personal injury, drunk driving, and any crime that results in death or personal injury.   

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if:  (1) the crime occurred or was attempted in Michigan; (2) the crime occurred to a Michigan resident outside of Michigan and that jurisdiction does not have a crime victim reparations law covering the resident’s injury or death; or (3) a Michigan resident was injured in another country by a crime involving an act of international terrorism.  Mich. Comp. Laws § 18.351, Sec. 1(c).  

A victim is a person who suffers direct or threatened physical, financial, or emotional harm as a result of the crime, or a survivor if the crime results in death.  1985 Mich. Pub. Act 87; Mich. Comp. Laws § 18.354, Sec. 4.

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for un-reimbursable medical and medical-related expenses, mental health counseling costs, lost earnings or support, funeral costs, expense of replacement services for childcare or housekeeping, rehabilitation, travel costs for non-local travel, and a portion of attorney’s fees.  Mich. Comp. Laws §18.361.  

Medical expenses to be reimbursed include hospital bills, doctor bills, laboratory fees, ambulance charges and other related costs.

If a claim for compensation appears likely and undue hardship will result if immediate payment is not made, an emergency award up to $500 may be provided.  Mich. Comp. Laws §18.359.


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Crime Victim Services Commission.  Mich. Comp. Laws § 18.353, Sec. 3(j).

Absent good cause, the application must be filed within 1 year from:  the date of the crime; the date the victim turned eighteen (18); or the date after discovery by a law enforcement agency that injuries previously determined to be accidental, of unknown origin, or resulting from natural causes, were incurred as a result of a crime.  Mich. Comp. Laws §18.355.

See the following link for more information: 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_3184---,00.html

For more information, contact

Crime Victim Services Commission

320 South Walnut

Lansing, Michigan 48913

(517) 373-7373

http://michigan.gov/documents/Crimevictimcompensation_9679_7.pdf 

	Minnesota
	BACKGROUND

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if:  (1) the crime occurred or was attempted in Minnesota; (2) if the crime occurred to a Minnesota resident outside of Minnesota and that jurisdiction does not have a crime victim reparations law covering the resident’s injury or death; or (3) if the person is a Minnesota resident who is injured in another country by a crime involving an act of international terrorism.  Minn. Stat. § 611A.52, Subd. 6(a); Minn. Stat. § 611A.53, Subd. 1b.  

The types of crimes include: homicide, assault, child abuse, sexual assault, robbery, kidnapping, domestic abuse, stalking, criminal vehicular operation and drunk driving, and any crime that results in death or bodily harm.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status. Minn. Stat. § 611A.53, Subd. 1b.

· A police report of the crime must generally be made within 30 days. The victim must reasonably cooperate with law enforcement.

A victim is a person who suffers personal injury or death as a direct result of a crime, a good faith effort to prevent a crime, or a good faith effort to apprehend a person suspected of engaging in a crime.  Minn. Stat. 611A.52, Subd. 10.  Persons entitled to compensation include the victim, his or her dependents, the victim’s estate, persons paying certain of the victim’s expenses, and the guardian, guardian ad litem, conservator or authorized agent of any of these persons.  Minn. Stat.  § 611A.53, Subd. 1.

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for un-reimbursable medical and medical-related expenses, mental health counseling costs, lost earnings or support, funeral costs, expense of replacement services for childcare, rehabilitation, crime-scene cleanup costs, travel costs for immediate family to attend funerals, costs related to the return of an abducted child.  Minn. Stat. § 611A.52, Subd. 8(a).
Medical expenses to be reimbursed include necessary medical, chiropractic, hospital, rehabilitative, and dental products, services or accommodations, including ambulance services, drugs, appliances, and prosthetic devices and other related costs.  Minn. Stat. § 611A.52, Subd. 8(a). 

Emergency grant money is available to victims through local programs for expenses such as transportation to medical and court facilities, home security devices, essential personal property and crime scene cleanup.  Minn. Stat. § 611A.675, Subd. 1.


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Crime Victims Reparations Board.  Minn. Stat. §§ 611A.51 to 611A.67.  

An application for compensation filed within 3 years of the occurrence of the crime.  Minn. Stat. § 611A.53, Subd. 2(e).
Absent good cause, the application must be filed:  (1) within 3 years from the victim’s injury or death; or (2) if the claimant was unable to file the claim, within 3 years from the time when the victim’s injury or death was reasonably discoverable.  

The following do not render a claimant unable to file a claim:  (1) lack of knowledge of the existence of the Minnesota Crime Victims Reparations Act; (2) the failure of law enforcement to provide information to a potential claimant; (3) incompetency of the claimant if the claimant’s affairs were handled by a guardian, guardian ad litem, conservator, authorized agent, or parent; or (4) the fact that the claimant is not the age of majority.  Minn. Stat. § 611A.53, Subd. 2(e).

For help completing a form or to request an application call: 

651-201-7300 or 1-888-622-8799

Mail, fax or email completed forms to:

Minnesota Crime Victims Reparations Board   

445 Minnesota Street, Suite 2300

St. Paul, MN 55101-1515

Fax:  651-296-5787 

email: dps.justiceprograms@state.mn.us
See the following link for more information: 

http://www.ojp.state.mn.us/MCCVS/FinancialHelp/Reparations.htm#Apply


	Mississippi
	BACKGROUND

The Division of Victim Compensation provides financial assistance to victims of violent crime and their family members. The Program reduces the financial burden of crime by reimbursing victims for their crime related expenses not covered by any other source of benefits (insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, disability benefits, Workers' Compensation, etc.). Compensation may be awarded to the victim, the dependents of a deceased victim or a person authorized to act on behalf of the victim and/or surviving dependent. Benefits are awarded for medical care, rehabilitation, counseling services, work loss, loss of support for dependents of homicide victims and funeral expenses.

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php
ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  
· The victim must report the crime to law enforcement officials within 72 hours after the crime or show good cause for not reporting. 

· The victim or claimant must fully cooperate with law enforcement investigation and prosecution. 

· Application must be filed within 24 months after the date of the crime. 

· In cases of child sexual abuse, the application must be filed within 24 months after the crime was reported. 

· The victim must not have contributed, provoked or in any way caused the injury or death; in such cases, benefits may be denied or reduced. 

· All other available sources of payment such as insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, disability benefits and Workers’ Compensation must pay first. 

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php
· Individual must be the victim of a violent crime who has suffered personal injury, death or extreme psychological trauma as a result of the crime. Types of crimes include: assault, homicide, sexual assault, child sexual abuse, child physical abuse, domestic violence and DUI crashes. 

· Dependents of a deceased victim. 

· Persons authorized to act on behalf of the victim or dependents of a deceased victim. 

· Family members of the victim who incur mental health expenses. 

· Persons who have assumed responsibility for funeral expenses. 

· A Mississippi resident who is a victim of a violent crime in a foreign country which does not provide crime victim compensation. 

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php
Who is not eligible:

By law, certain persons may not meet eligibility requirements for compensation:

· A victim who is engaged in illegal conduct. 

· The offender and/or the accomplice to the offender. 

· Anyone injured in a motor vehicle accident unless the vehicle was used as a weapon or the offense includes driving under the influence (DUI). 

· Anyone incarcerated in a penal institution when the crime occurred. 

· A victim or claimant who, after filing an application with the Program, is convicted of any felony involving the Controlled Substances Act, the use or possession of a weapon, personal injury or attempted personal injury and the conviction becomes known to the program.

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php
COMPENSATION

· Reasonable and necessary medical and rehabilitation expenses, not to exceed $10,000. 

· Funeral expenses, not to exceed $4,500, include: transportation costs to make and/or attend funeral services that are at least 45 miles from the claimant's residence, not to exceed $500 per claim. 

· Mental health counseling for the victim and victim’s family members, not to exceed $3,500 per claim. 

· Lost wages for work missed by the victim during recovery of injuries, maximum of $600 per week up to 52 weeks; not to exceed $15,000. 

· Lost wages for work missed by the claimant in order to assist the victim during recovery of injuries, maximum of $600 per week up to 52 weeks; not to exceed $15,000. 

· Lost wages for the victim or claimant to attend court proceedings, maximum of $600 for one week per claim. 

· Lost wages for the claimant to arrange and attend funeral services, maximum of $600 for one week per claim. 

· Loss of support for dependents of the deceased victim, maximum of $600 per week up to 52 weeks; not to exceed $15,000. 

· Transportation costs to obtain medical and mental health services that are at least 45 miles from the victim's residence, not to exceed $500. 

· Overall maximum award for expenses incurred is $15,000. 

· Additional financial assistance is provided by the CVC Division's Victim Assistance Program. 

· The Victim Assistance Fund was established to address and to respond to the unmet financial needs of crime victims.  It provides assistance with: 

1) immediate safety needs such as replacement of broken locks or broken doors/windows; 

2) court related transportation costs; and 

3) crime scene clean-up of a homicide or other violent crime that occurred in a residence or vehicle. 

For additional information about these services, please call their office at 601.359.4144 or 800.829.6766

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php
Ineligible expenses:

· Stolen or damaged property. 

· Pain and suffering. 

· Attorney’s fees. 

· Expenses paid by an insurance plan, public funds, the offender or other sources.

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php

	TO APPLY

· Fill out a compensation application form, have it notarized and return the form, along with bills and receipts. 

· Compensation Application Forms are available at http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/CompensationApplication.pdf 

· Applications are also available from the district attorney’s office, domestic violence shelters, rape crisis centers, survivor of homicide agencies and MADD.

Completed application form along with all bills and receipts are to be returned to 

Office of the Attorney General

Crime Prevention & Victim Services

Crime Victim Compensation Division

Post Office Box 220

Jackson, MS 39205-0220

1-800-829-6766 or 601-359-6766

601-576-4445 (Fax)

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/contact/ 

After receiving an application and related documentation, including a complete offense report, the Division of Victim Compensation reviews the information to see if the crime, the victim and/or claimant are eligible for compensation. This process involves verifying all the information presented in the application. Law enforcement officers, prosecutors, physicians, counselors, hospitals, and employers may be contacted for additional information. A decision about whether the victim or claimant is eligible is usually made within 90 days. A staff member is then assigned to the case to review expenses incurred as a result of the crime and determine eligibility of reimbursement or payment. Payment of awards may be made directly to the service providers or to the victim/claimant. The victim or claimant is notified in writing of the decision to award or deny the claim. Claimants who are denied compensation may appeal.

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php
TO APPEAL

The victim or claimant may ask the Division of Victim Compensation to reconsider its decision if he/she disagrees with the Division’s decision.  The victim or claimant must notify the Division of Victim Compensation of the reason for their dissatisfaction and provide additional information in the reconsideration process. If the outcome of the reconsideration process is not satisfactory, the victim or claimant may request a contested hearing before a hearing officer. If the victim or claimant does not agree with the outcome of the contested hearing, an appeal may be made to circuit court.

http://www.ago.state.ms.us/divisions/crime_victim/cvcinfo.php

	Missouri
	BACKGROUND

The Crime Victims’ Compensation Program provides financial assistance to victims who have suffered physical harm as a result of violent crime. In the case of death, the Program helps the victim's dependents. The Crime Victims’ Compensation Program is designed to assist victims of violent crimes through a period of financial hardship as a payor of last resort. If a victim has exhausted other sources of compensation, such as health insurance, and has no other source of reimbursement, the Program can help pay for medical costs, wage loss, psychological counseling, funeral expenses and support for dependent survivors up to $25,000. 

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

http://www.dolir.mo.gov/wc/forms/cv-14-ai.pdf; accessed August 14, 2006

· The incident must be reported to the proper law enforcement agency within 48 hours, unless the victim was a minor or there is good cause shown for reporting late.

Those eligible to make a claim are:

1. The victim;

2. In the case of a sexual assault victim:

a. A relative of the victim requiring counseling in order to better assist the victim in his recovery; and

3. In the case of the death of the victim as a direct result of the crime:

a. A dependent of the victim;

b. Any member of the family who legally assumes the obligation, or who pays the medical or burial expenses incurred as a direct result; or

c. A survivor of the victim requiring counseling as a direct result of the death of the victim.

§ 595.020, RSMo.

In addition, the following conditions must be met:

· The victim must cooperate with law enforcement officials in the investigation and prosecution.

· The injury or death must have occurred in Missouri, except when the victim is a Missouri resident who suffers personal injury or death in a state that does not have crime victims’ compensation, or when a Missouri resident is injured by an act of terrorism which was committed outside of the United States;

· A claim must be filed within 2 years of the crime, unless the victim is a minor; then the claim must be filed within 2 years of discovering the crime.

http://www.dolir.mo.gov/wc/forms/cv-14-ai.pdf; accessed August 14, 2006

COMPENSATION

Costs incurred by a victim or claimant eligible for compensation are medical and drug costs, counseling expenses, lost wages, funeral costs and loss of earnings or support. A claimant must suffer at least $50 "out-of-pocket" loss. Out-of-pocket loss means unreimbursed or unreimbursable expenses or indebtedness reasonably incurred for medical care or other services such as burial or funeral expenses.  § 595.030, RSMo.

The Fund is a payor of last resort. This means that all other sources of payment must be used before compensation is made from the Fund. Health insurance, funds from Medicaid or Medicare and any other sources of payment available to the victim are deducted from the total expense that may be eligible for reimbursement under the crime victim law.  However, if a claimant has a health insurance policy but still has out of pocket expenses because of deductibles or co-payments, those out-of-pocket costs may be eligible for reimbursement.

Program guidelines: http://www.dolir.mo.gov/wc/cv_guidelines.htm

	TO APPLY

For a claim application or other information:

PO Box 3001

Jefferson City, MO 65102

573-526-6006

1-800-347-6881

www.dolir.mo.gov/wc/cv_help.htm   

After receiving the proper claim forms, the Crime Victims’ Compensation Unit conducts an investigation.  Witnesses, law enforcement officers, physicians, hospitals and employers may be contacted for report and verification.  The Unit then makes a decision on the claim and the claimant is notified of the decision.

TO APPEAL

If a claim is denied, or if the settlement offer is unacceptable, a dissatisfied claimant may request the Crime Victims’ Unit to set the case before an Administrative Law Judge.

	Montana
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  A state official confirmed that immigration status is not taken into consideration when determining whether a person is eligible for victim’s compensation benefits. 

· To qualify for compensation benefits, the victim must report the crime within 72 hours or show good cause for a delay in reporting and must cooperate with law enforcement and prosecuting attorneys.  (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-125(3)).  In addition, victims must fully report and cooperate with law enforcement officials and prosecuting attorneys to be eligible for benefits.  (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-125(4)).

To be eligible for compensation, the applicant must be:

· A “victim”—defined as a person who suffers bodily injury or death as a result of criminally injurious conduct.  (referred to as the Primary Victim)

· A dependent of deceased victim (referred to as the Secondary Victim)

· A person who engaged in a good faith effort to prevent a crime or apprehend a person reasonably suspected of engaging in criminally injurious activity. (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-103)

· The victim may be either a non-resident who is injured in Montana or a Montana resident who is injured either in Montana or in a state which does not provide compensation for non-residents

A victim may receive compensation benefits for any criminally injurious conduct, which is defined as conduct that results in bodily injury or death and is punishable by fine, imprisonment, death, or would be so punishable except that the perpetrator lacked capacity to commit crime (i.e. a person who is found not guilty by reason of insanity). (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-103(3)).

Compensation may be reduced or denied if:

· Any offender or accomplice of the offender or any claimant if award would unjustly benefit the offender or accomplice. (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-125(2)). 

· Persons injured while in prison.  (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-125(6)).

· Compensation may be denied or reduced for any person who contributed to the death or injury for which the claim is made.   (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-125(7)).

· the applicant is a victim of a traffic accident not related to drunk driving.

COMPENSATION

Montana’s Crime Victims Compensation Act provides assistance with expenses (not to exceed $25,000) including:

· Payments for medical expenses including physician and hospital services, medicine, and ambulance costs;

· Benefits for mental health counseling are capped at $2,000 or 1 year, whichever comes first (although the victim may request an extension);

· Benefits for chiropractic services can be paid for up to 30 visits

· Funeral expenses may not exceed $3,500 and will be paid only if all other collateral sources fail to cover the expense;

· If a victim is employed at the time the crime occurs and is physically unable to work as the result of a physical injury related to the crime, a portion of the lost wages can also be reimbursed. To receive wage loss benefits, the victim must provide a letter from his or her primary care physician stating that the victim is physically unable to work and setting forth the length of time that the victim will miss work.  Wage loss claims are paid every 2 weeks. (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-128);

· If a victim has no prospect of being employed in the normal labor market and was employable but not employed at the time of injury may, at the discretion of the office, receive up to $100 per week.   Payments continue until the victim is reasonably employable again;

· Dependants of a victim who is killed are entitled to receive, in a gross single amount, weekly benefits amounting to 66 2/3% of the wages received at the time of the injurious conduct causing death.  This payment is subject to a cap set at one-half the state’s average weekly wage; and

· Dependants of a victim who was killed and unemployed at the time may, at the discretion of the office, receive a sum not to exceed $100 per week.  Parents, brothers, or sisters of a victim who is killed are entitled to receive reimbursement for mental health treatment received as a result of the victim’s death. (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-128).

Forensic Rape Examination Payment Program covers the cost of:

· complete sexual assault examination

· emergency room facility charges

· doctor/nurse examiner charges

· STD prophylaxis

· toxicology, lab, testing, pharmaceuticals, and supplies.

The 2005 Montana Legislature’s House Bill 577 (amending Mont. Code Ann. §§ 2-15-2014 and 46-15-411).

Parents, brothers, sisters of a minor who is the victim of sexual assault and who are not entitled to receiving services under title 41 chapter 3 are entitled to reimbursement for mental health treatment as a result of that criminally injurious conduct.  Total payments are not to exceed $2,000 or 12 months. (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-128(9)(b)).  

Compensation benefits do not include:

· Property damage;

· Pain and suffering;

· Non-medical expenses;

· In-patient psychiatric care; or 

· Chemical dependency counseling. 

The CVC Program either will make payment directly to the service provider or will reimburse the victim for payments made.  


	TO APPLY

Applications may be obtained from Crime Victim Compensation Program, Office of Victim Services, Department of Justice, 1712 9th Avenue, P.O. Box 201410, Helena, MT  59620-1410 (phone 406.444.3653 or 800.498.6455).  Claim forms are also available from law enforcement, city or county attorneys, hospitals, and victim advocate programs.

The victim must file a claim with the Crime Victim Compensation Program within 1 year of the date the crime was committed or show good cause for delay. (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-125(1)).

Once a claim has been submitted, it may take 2 to 3 months for the Crime Victim Compensation Program to make an eligibility determination. 

Copies of all crime-related medical bills must be sent to the Crime Victim Compensation as soon as possible.  The Crime Victim Compensation Program is a program of last resort, so victims must first submit medical expenses to any other program for which they are eligible, such as health insurance, Medicaid, Workers’ Compensation, etc.  See http://www.doj.mt.gov/victims/victimcompensation.asp for additional information.

TO APPEAL

A claimant who disputes the Office’s determination may appeal to the district court for the county in which the claimant resides or Lewis and Clark County for review.  (Mont. Code Ann. § 53-9-131).

	Nebraska
	BACKGROUND

Nebraska’s Crime Victims Reparations (“CVR”) Program assists victims of crime who suffer bodily harm and have incurred a financial loss as a direct result of a criminal act, provided the loss exceeds ten percent of the victim’s net financial resources.
ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  
· To qualify for compensation, the victim must report the crime to a law enforcement agency within three (3) days of the crime and cooperate with criminal justice officials in the investigation of the crime and the prosecution of the offender.   Neb. Rev. Stat § 81-1821.
A person may be eligible to receive compensation benefits if the applicant is:

· A victim of a crime who suffers personal injury or death as a result of a crime committed in the State of Nebraska; 

· A dependent or legal representative of an innocent victim who has been killed as a result of a violent crime;

· The parent or guardian responsible for the medical expenses of a minor; and

· Persons injured in an attempt to prevent the commission of a crime, apprehend a criminal, aid a victim of a crime, or aid a police officer in the commission of their duties. (Neb. Rev. Stat § 81-1818).

A crime for which a victim may receive compensation benefits includes any crime that caused bodily injury or death to the victim in the State of Nebraska that occurred after January 1, 1979.
Victims are not eligible if:
· They are injured in a motor vehicle accident unless the injury was intentionally inflicted or the offender was charged with D.U.I.;
· They aided or abetted the offender in the commission of an unlawful act;

· The offender will receive unjust economic benefit or enrichment from the compensation; and

· The victim violated a criminal law of the state which contributed to his or her injury or death. 

Neb. Rev. Stat § 81-1822

COMPENSATION 

The maximum award per incident is $10,000.

Compensation is available for:

· Medical expenses (hospital, doctor, dental, prescriptions, etc.); 

· Lost wages; 

· Funeral expenses (up to a maximum of $5,000); 

· Lost earning power; 

· Counseling expenses (up to a maximum of $2,000);

Neb. Rev. St. §§ 1801––1842.

Compensation is not available for expenses paid by collateral sources, including:

· A private or group insurance plans;

· Public funds;

· The offender; or

· Other sources.

Victims may not be compensated for:

· Pain and suffering;

· Loss of property;

· Expenses not directly related to the crime; or

· Expenses paid by private or group insurance plans, public funds, the offender, or other sources. 
	TO APPLY

An applicant must file a claim with the CVR program within 2 years of the date of the crime.  Neb. Rev. Stat § 81-1821).
To apply for compensation, a victim must submit (1) a completed, notarized compensation application, (2) a completed Financial Resources Form, and (3) itemized copies of all medical bills relating to the incident to the Nebraska Crime Victim’s Reparations Program, P.O. Box 94946, Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4946 (402.471.2828 or 402.471.2194).

Forms and additional information are available at http://www.ncc.state.ne.us/services_programs/crime_victim_reparations.htm
The claimant must also provide the CVR an itemized list of medical bills relating to the incident or an itemized copy of the funeral bill and death certificate.  

To request compensation for lost wages, a victim must submit (1) copies of three payroll stubs covering the period prior to the crime;
(2) a statement from her employer, verifying hours of work missed and hourly wages; and (3) a copy of the doctor's release stating the exact date the victim could return to work.

After the CVR Program receives the required information, it completes an investigation and presents the claim to a Hearing Officer.  The Hearing Officer shall rule within 180 days after receipt of all required information.   

A copy of the Hearing Officer's decision will be mailed to the victim.

TO APPEAL

A decision may be appealed by submitting a written request for a hearing to the CVR program within 30 days of the decision. A claimant may appeal a decision by a hearing officer within 30 days of the initial decision.  The appeal is heard by the committee and shall commence within 120 days of the request for rehearing.  



	Nevada
	ELIGIBILITY

· Immigrants who are not lawfully entitled to reside in the U.S. are not eligible to receive victims compensation benefits. (N.R.S. § 217.220(b)).  A social security number is required to receive compensation.

· In addition, victims must file a criminal police report within 5 days following the crime unless there is an explanation as to why the victim was unable to notify authorities.  Victims must also cooperate with law enforcement officials during their investigation and prosecution of the crime.  http://hearings.state.nv.us/Victims.htm 

The application must be made within 1 year of the date of the personal injury or death unless the time limit is waived based on good cause shown.  The incident must have been reported to the police within 5 days of the time when a report could have been reasonably filed. (N.R.S. § 217.210).

The following individuals are eligible to receive compensation benefits:

· A victim who has suffered personal injury or any person responsible for the maintenance of a victim who has suffered a pecuniary loss  (N.R.S. 217.160.);

· Any dependents of a deceased victim;

· A minor who is a member of a household or immediate family of a victim of a battery which constitutes domestic violence pursuant to N.R.S 33.018 who is in need of psychological assessment, evaluation, or counseling arising out of trauma suffered as a result of the battery;

· A member of the victim’s household or immediate family needing psychological counseling resulting from trauma suffered as a result of the crime of murder;  and

· An awardee of the Governor’s certificate for meritorious citizen’s service to a victim.
The following individuals are not eligible to receive compensation benefits:  

· Those who were injured in motor vehicle, boat, or airplane accident unless such vehicles were deliberately used to injure the victim or the vehicle was used in some other crime.

· Persons who were not citizens of the United States or legally permitted to reside in the United States at the time of injury.  (N.R.S 217.220(b))   

· Person injured or killed while serving sentence of imprisonment in prison or jail including juvenile detention.  (N.R.S. 217.220)

· A victim who is a relative of the offender who at the time of injury or death was living with the offender in a continuing relationship may be awarded compensation only if the offender would not profit by the compensation of the victim. (N.R.S. 217.220)

· Compensation may be denied if the compensation officer determines that the victim will not suffer serious financial hardship, however, the following may not be considered: (1) the value of the victim’s home; (2) value of the victim’s motor vehicle; (3) Any savings or investments up to and equaling the victim’s annual salary.  

· Co-conspirators, codefendants, accomplices, or adult passenger of the offender whose crime resulted in the victims injuries.  (N.R.S. 217.220.1(c)).

· Those who fail to cooperate with law enforcement agencies but not limited solely to prosecution of the offender. 

http://hearings.state.nv.us/Victims.htm 

COMPENSATION

The program has a monetary case cap of $50,000 per victim.  The following benefits may be available to victims of criminal acts:

· Medical expense payment and psychological counseling;

· Counseling and medical treatment of victims of sexual assault (N.R.S. 217.290);

· Counseling expenses (not to exceed $3,500);

· Funeral costs  (not to exceed $3,500); 

· Lost wages (not to exceed $300 per week for 52 weeks); and

· Replacement or repair of lost or damaged property which is essential to physical or mental health of the victim (including eye-glasses, dentures, prosthetics).

Victims may not be compensated for:

· Property loss or repair;

· Legal fees;

· Phone bills;

· Meals;

· Living expenses; or

· Pain and suffering.

http://hearings.state.nv.us/Victims.htm 

Costs incurred by a hospital for initial emergency care for a victim of a sexual offense must not be charged directly to the victim, but must be charged to the county in whose jurisdiction the offense was committed (not to exceed $1,000). N.R.S. 449.244.1(b).  To qualify for this benefit the application for treatment must be made within 60 days of the sexual assault and reported to the police within 3 days of the occurrence or the time when a report could be reasonably made.  (N.R.S. 217.340.)  


	TO APPLY

Applications for compensation must be filed within one (1) year from the date of the crime, unless there is good reason why the application could not be filed within this timeframe.  In addition, minors may apply until they reach the age of 21 years.  http://hearings.state.nv.us/Victims.htm 

Applications for compensation resulting from sexual assault crimes must be made within 60 days of after the date of the assault.  The sexual assault must be reported to the police within three (3) days of the assault or, if a report could not have been reported within that period, within 3 days after the time when a report could reasonably have been made.  A compensation officer will obtain and review the police report, interview the applicant, accumulate medical bills and medical reports, as well as insurance, employment and financial information.  The applicant will be notified in writing within 60 days of the interview if he/she is eligible for assistance.

The application will be reviewed by a Compensation officer, a Hearing Officer, an Appeals Officer, and finally the Victims Compensation Board, if applicable. 

The application process can take 8-10 weeks.  Payments will not be authorized until all required information is received. 

For more information, contact the county board of commissioners where the crime occurred or the Victims of Crimes office, 2200 South Rancho Drive Suite 130, Las Vegas, Nevada 89102. 

Tel: (702)486-2740

Fax: (702)486-2825
TO APPEAL

Applicants may make a written request for reconsideration with the Hearings Division located  at 555 East Washington Avenue, Suite 3200, Las Vegas, NV 89101, or 1050 E. Williams, Carson City, NV  89701 within 15 days of the decision.



	New Hampshire
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· In order to be eligible to receive benefits, the victim must have reported the crime to law enforcement authorities within 5 days, unless there is a reasonable explanation for not doing so.

The following individuals are eligible to receive compensation benefits:

· Any person who sustains personal injury as a result of a felony or misdemeanor; 

· Any person who sustains personal injury caused by a person driving under the influence of alcohol or controlled substances; 

· Any person who is a victim of sexual abuse and is under the age of 18 at the time the claim is filed. (RSA 21-M:8-h.I(a))

In the case of a child victim, the claimant, guardian ad litem, advocate or parent may claim compensation in the victim's stead. (RSA 21-M:8-h.I(b))

Failure to apprehend the offender, or failure of the state to convict the offender, by itself, does not disqualify the claimant for compensation, if there is reasonable evidence to sustain the claim that a crime had been committed, which resulted in injury to the victim. (RSA 21-M:8-h.III)

The Victims’ Assistance Commission may consider the finding of innocence or guilt of the alleged offender, as well as the contributory fault of the victim in causing his injury, in determining the eligibility of the claimant. (RSA 21-M:8-h.IV)

COMPENSATION

There is a $10,000 ceiling on recovery per claimant per incident.  The claimant may be reimbursed for reasonable out-of-pocket expenses, including:

· Medical expenses;

· Funeral expenses;

· Counseling expenses; and 

· Lost wages directly resulting from the crime. (RSA 21-M:8-h.V.)

Reimbursable expenses incurred has to be at least $100. (RSA 21-M:8-h.V.)

If expenses paid through the victims' assistance program fund are later covered by insurance settlements, civil suit settlements, restitution, or through any other source, the claimant shall reimburse the fund for the amount of expenses recovered. (RSA 21-M:8-h.V.)


	TO APPLY

A victims' assistance commission is established to review and award victims' claims for compensation. Members of the commission are nominated by the attorney general. (RSA 21-M:8-g.I)

The claimant, guardian ad litem or child advocate, or parent shall file a claim for compensation within one (1) year of the crime, unless good cause is shown. (RSA 21-M:8-h.II.)

The commission shall review claims from victims for compensation and make compensation awards from the victims' assistance fund and from private donations and contributions (RSA 21-M:8-g.III)

The commission may consider the finding of innocence or guilt of the alleged offender in determining the eligibility of the claimant. In determining eligibility and the amount of compensation to be awarded, the commission shall consider the contributory fault of the victim in causing his injury. (RSA 21-M:8-h.IV.)

The accused shall receive no benefit as a result of compensation, if compensation is paid to members of the accused's immediate family, or persons who reside with or who have maintained a continuous relationship with the accused. (RSA 21-M:8-h.IV.)



	New Jersey
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· The crime must be reported to the police within three (3) months after it occurs, or within three (3) months from the time it was known, or from the time there was reason to believe, that a crime occurred.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.5(b))

The following persons are eligible for compensation benefits: 

· A victim of a crime who has sustained personal injury, mental trauma or death; 

· A surviving spouse, parent/guardian, child or other relative dependent for support upon a victim of a crime who died as a direct result of such crime (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(b));  or 

· A person injured while trying to prevent a crime or while assisting a police officer in making an arrest. 

In addition, victims must meet the following conditions:

· For incidents prior to June 26, 1995, the victim must have suffered at least $100 in out-of-pocket medical expenses and/or two weeks continuous loss of earnings or support.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(a));  

· For incidents occurring on or after June 26, 1995, there are no minimum loss requirements  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(a).2);
· The victim must cooperate fully with the police and prosecutor's office (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(c)4.vii); however, eligibility is not dependent upon conviction or prosecution of the offender; 

· Failure to cooperate with the Board investigator or failure to inform the Board of a change of address will result in a denial of compensation;

· If there are any Victims of Crime Compensation Board assessments imposed on the victim by the courts for prior convictions, the victim must pay them in full before the victim can receive any compensation.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(k)); and 

· The crime must occur in New Jersey, although the victim does not need to be a New Jersey resident (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(g)1), or the victim must be a New Jersey resident who became a victim in another state or jurisdiction that does not have a CVC program (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(g)2) or has a program that has not provided full compensation for the crime-related losses (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(g)3).

The following individuals are not eligible to receive benefits:

· A victim whose behavior contributed to the crime and injuries suffered (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(a)3)

· A victim who was engaged in illegal activity at the time of the crime  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(e))

· An offender or an accomplice of the offender  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.6(d))

· Anyone in prison for a crime when the incident occurred (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(l)1)

· A victim of a motor vehicle or boating accident except those listed under Crimes for Which Compensation is Available 

· A victim of a motor vehicle or boating incident where the victim knew, or had reason to believe, the vehicle or vessel was being operated by the offender while under the influence of alcohol or narcotics.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(i))

· A victim who is a non-resident of New Jersey and the crime incurred in a location other than New Jersey.

New Jersey “Resident” is defined as “a person who is living in the State voluntarily and not for a temporary purpose, that is, with no intention of presently removing therefrom.”

(Medicaid Only Manual. N.J.A.C. 10:71-3.5.(a). p.20)

The Board may order the payment of compensation for personal injury or death which resulted from the commission or attempt to commit any of the following offenses: 

· Aggravated assault; 

· Threats to do bodily harm; 

· Lewd, indecent or obscene acts; 

· Indecent acts with children; 

· Kidnapping; 

· Murder;

· Manslaughter; 

· Aggravated sexual assault, sexual assault, aggravated criminal sexual contact, criminal sexual contact; 

· Any other crime involving violence including domestic violence; 

· Burglary (personal property loss or damage will not be compensated) (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(f));

· Tampering with a cosmetic, drug or food product;

· Driving a vehicle, commercial or private, or boat while under the influence of alcohol or narcotics; and

· Theft of an automobile, eluding a law enforcement officer or unlawful taking of a motor vehicle where injuries to the victim occur in the course of operating the automobile. 

(N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(f) citing N.J.S.A. 52:4B-11)
COMPENSATION

Compensation benefits may be awarded up to a maximum of $25,000 per claim ($10,000 for crimes before December 5, 1982) (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(g))and may include the following: 

· Medically related expenses (including chiropractic/physical therapy.  N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(j));

· Loss of earnings in personal injury cases (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(b)2);

· Loss of support from the victim for dependents in homicide cases (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(b)3);

· Loss of earnings for surviving spouse whose earning capacity has been reduced in case of victim/spouse's death;

· Loss of support from the offender in domestic violence cases;

· Limited transportation costs; 

· Mental health counseling for victim and immediate family members; 

· Limited domestic service, child care, day care and after school care costs; 

· Funeral allowances of up to $5,000  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(e)5);

· Loss of prescription eyeglasses; 

· Crime Scene Cleanup of up to $1,500  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(o)(6);

· Relocation expenses of up to $2,500  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.7(m)3); and

· Emergency financial assistance of up to $1,500, if the victim is employed and unable to work and face undue hardship as a result of crime-related injuries.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.25(c)).

For crimes committed after June 26, 1995, if the victim is at least 60 years old or determined to be disabled and meet financial guidelines, the victim may be eligible for reimbursement for up to $200 in stolen cash resulting from the assault and robbery.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.25(e))

The Board will pay legal fees only if it awards compensation. Attorneys are limited to receiving fees that are set by statute and by the Board. 

For more information: http://www.state.nj.us/victims/pages/eligreq.htm 

Victims of sexual assault receive the following healthcare services during the forensic examination: 

· routine medical screening;

· medications for prophylaxis of some sexually transmitted infections; and 

· pregnancy tests. 

Victims requiring emergency health care services beyond the scope of the forensic examination may be charged according to hospital policy for any services provided and can seek compensation. 

The following information has been summarized from http://www.state.nj.us/victims/admincode/admincode.htm; accessed July 2006


	TO APPLY

VCCB applications are available: 

· At every law enforcement agency and medical institution in New Jersey; 

· Online at http://www.state.nj.us/victims/files/VCCB_Forms_Final.pdf);

· From the 21 county prosecutors' offices through their respective Victim/Witness Coordinator. The Coordinators will assist crime victims in filling out the form; or

· From the VCCB by calling 973-648-2107 or 877-NJ-VCCB1 (877-658-2221) for assistance. 

The claim must be filed within two years from the date of the personal injury or death, or after two years if the Board determines that good cause existed for the delayed filing.  (N.J.A.C. 13:75-1.5(a))  

To obtain benefits, the victim must file a completed claim form and comply with Board regulations which are explained in the instructions. The victim will be asked to submit information to support the application. Where possible and to speed up processing, it is helpful to submit a copy of a police report and related bills, receipts and insurance statements together with the application.  

The claim will be processed in the chronological order in which it is received by the Board. Upon receipt of the application, the claim is opened, given a claim number, an acknowledgment of receipt is sent to the applicant, and if needed, additional information is requested. All requests for emergency assistance and counseling are reviewed immediately. 

After a police report is received, the Board's eligibility investigators will review all the circumstances surrounding the incident, including, but not limited to, direct discussion with police and prosecutorial personnel, securing trial related information from the courts, and speaking with witnesses. The investigator will provide the Board's commissioners with a recommendation either that the claim is eligible for compensation or to deny compensation because there has been a failure to comply with one of the statute's provisions. 

Once determined eligible for compensation, the claim enters the compensation phase. The Board's investigator will verify losses by communicating directly with providers of medical services, securing insurance benefit statements, and gathering loss of earnings and disability payment information. 

The victim is required to show a minimum loss of at least $100 unreimbursed medical expenses or two continuous weeks loss of earnings or support. For incidents occurring on or after June 26, 1995, the minimum loss requirement no longer applies 

If additional information comes to the Board's attention which requires the Board to change its determination of eligibility, the victim will be notified and given an opportunity to respond to the Board's new decision. 

The investigator may send a recommendation denying eligibility or may recommend an amount of compensation with which the victim disagrees. The victim will have twenty (20) days to advise the Board in writing whether the recommendation is accepted. The victim is entitled to a hearing before the Board. At the hearing the victim will be given an opportunity to submit supporting proofs. 

(check http://www.state.nj.us/victims/pages/hearings.htm for hearing dates)

The Board does not require that the victim appear at formal hearings with an attorney. The victim does have the right, however, to be represented before the Board at all stages of proceedings by a New Jersey licensed attorney. 

At the hearing the victim will be called upon to respond to questions from the Board's legal counsel and the Board's commissioners. The victim will have the opportunity to make a statement and question witnesses. There may be issues and questions for which legal advice would be beneficial. 

If the victim decides to obtain an attorney, the Board must be notified within twenty (20) days of the hearing date. The attorney must also send a letter to the Board’s Legal Department confirming that the attorney is representing the victim. 

The Board does not assign or provide attorneys, but will be able to refer for assistance. For further information, contact the Board's Victim Counseling Service at 201-648-2535. 

For additional information, contact the State of New Jersey Victims of Crime Compensation Board (VCCB)

For claim information, 50 Park Place Newark, New Jersey 07102

1-877-658-2221 or www.njvictims.org.

TO APPEAL

If, after the hearing, the victim does not agree with the Board's determination, the decision can be appealed directly to the Appellate Division of the Superior Court within forty-five (45) days from the date the Board's order is received. 

The following information has been summarized from http://www.state.nj.us/victims/admincode/admincode.htm; accessed July 2006



	New Mexico
	BACKGROUND

Generally, a victim of certain crimes (listed below) may receive compensation from the New Mexico Crime Victims Reparation Commission (the “Commission”) if the person who committed the crime is within the criminal jurisdiction of the State.  
ELIGIBILITY

· There is no eligibility requirement relating to immigration status.  

· In order to be eligible for compensation benefits, a victim must report the crime to the police within 30 days of its occurrence.  However, if the person was a victim of domestic violence or sexual assault, the crime must be reported within 180 days of its occurrence.  In the case of a crime against a child, compensation may still be awarded if the crime was reported within 30 days of its occurrence to the Children, Youth and Families Department, a domestic violence or sexual assault service provider, a teacher, or a health care provider.  In the latter case, a police report must be filed before payment is approved.  The victim must fully cooperate with law enforcement.  See N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-14.A (2006) and NMAC § 10.40.2.8 (2006).

Compensation may be paid to the victim, one or more of the victim’s dependents (in the case of the victim’s death), or to any person who voluntarily pays the funeral or medical expenses of the victim.  See N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-7.A (2006).

The crimes for which compensation can be received include:

· arson resulting in bodily injury;

· aggravated arson;

· aggravated assault or aggravated battery;

· dangerous use of explosives;

· negligent use of a deadly weapon;

· murder;

· voluntary and involuntary manslaughter;

· kidnapping;

· criminal sexual penetration;

· criminal sexual contact of a minor;

· vehicular homicide or certain bodily injury caused by a vehicle;

· child abandonment or abuse;

· aggravated indecent exposure; and

· aggravated stalking.

See N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-8.A (2006).

COMPENSATION

The maximum amount that can be awarded on any one application is $20,000 (except as discussed below).  Compensation may be paid for:

· medical, dental, or hospital expenses incurred as a result of the victim’s injury or death;

· funeral (not to exceed $3,500);

· counseling;

· replacement or repair cost (including eyeglasses or medically necessary devices);

· loss of the victim’s earning power;

· any other monetary loss resulting from the victim’s injury or death that the Commission determines is reasonable and proper; and

· expenses relating to rehabilitation services provided to a victim of child abuse or neglect.

An additional $30,000 may be awarded for extraordinary pecuniary losses if the victim’s personal injury is catastrophic and causes permanent and total disability.  The extraordinary losses that may be compensated include:

· loss of wages;

· cost of home health care;

· cost of making home or automobile accessible;

· cost of training in the use of special application; or

· job training.

See N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-14 (2006).

In making its decision regarding whether to award compensation, the Commission will consider the behavior of the victim.  The Commission may reduce or deny an award under certain circumstances, including if the victim:

· knowingly or willing was involved in the commission of the crime;

· provoked or incited the crime;

· engaged in illegal drug use;

· engaged in gang-related crime or activity;

· knowingly or willingly rode in a vehicle operated by a person under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance;

· was intoxicated or operated a vehicle while legally intoxicated;

· failed to wear a seat belt;

· falsified the application;

· failed to have automobile insurance; or

· engaged in a physical altercation.

See N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-10 (2006); N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-20 (2006); NMAC § 10.40.2.11 (2006).

Expenses incurred must first be submitted to other available sources, including insurance, local indigent programs, Medicare, and Medicaid for payment.  For example, certain counties may provide compensation for certain types of expenses.  Expenses not covered will be considered for payment by the Commission.  

The Commission can appoint an impartial licensed physician to examine a person making an application for reparation.  The fees for such examination will be paid by the Commission.  See N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-6.A (2006).

Based on information provided through SANE, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners, a victim may receive five free mental health sessions through the Behavioral Health Services Division of the Department of Health.  Counseling also is available through Rape Crisis Centers.   NMAC § 7.7.2.38 (2006).  


	TO APPLY

To apply for compensation, an application must be completed and submitted to the Commission.  

An application must be filed within 2 years after the date of the injury or death.  N.M. Stat. Ann. § 31-22-14.A (2006) and NMAC § 10.40.2.8 (2006).

Applications should be submitted to:

Crime Victims Reparation Commission

8100 Mountain Road NE, Suite 106

Albuquerque, NM 87110

For assistance, a victim may contact their local District Attorney’s Office.  

An applicant must provide all documentation that is necessary to verify reimbursable expenses.  Such documentation may include invoices, receipts, and canceled checks.  See NMAC § 10.40.2.10.C (2006).

For more information, see

http://www.state.nm.us/cvrc/
For a claim application, see

http://www.state.nm.us/cvrc/brochure/broc7.html


	New York
	BACKGROUND

Innocent victims of crime may receive financial assistance under certain circumstances from the Board.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There is no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· In addition, the crime must have been reported to a criminal justice agency within 1 week of its occurrence.

A person is eligible to apply if he or she:

· Sustained personal physical injury as a result of the crime;

· Was unlawfully imprisoned in the first degree;

· Was kidnapped in the first or second degree;

· Is 60 years or older, disabled and has suffered a loss or damage to essential personal property;

· Is the surviving spouse, parent, grandparent, stepparent, child, stepchild or person dependent upon the victim if the victim died as a direct result of the crime;

· Paid or incurred the burial expenses of an innocent victim who died as a result of the crime;

· Is a child victim of or witness to a crime (under 18 years old) or his/her parent, guardian or sibling; or

· Is the victim of a stalking offense.  

If the victim is criminally responsible for the crime upon which his or her claim is based or if the victim was an accomplice, he or she will not be eligible to receive an award.  

For more information, see NY CLS Exec § 624 (2006)

http://www.cvb.state.ny.us/services.htm
COMPENSATION

Generally, compensation benefits include:

· Medical expenses or other related services not covered by other resources; 

· Lost earnings or support up to $600 per week, up to a maximum of $30,000;

· Burial expenses (up to $6,000) or, in the case of the death of a police office or firefighter who dies from injuries sustained in the line of duty, the Board will pay reasonable expenses related to costs incurred upon their death;

· Occupational rehabilitation expenses;

· Counseling for the victim and certain family members;

· Repair or replacement cost of essential personal property up to $500 (up to $100 cash) or up to $5000 for a good Samaritan’s property losses;

· Transportation expenses for court appearances; 

· Cost of residing or using the services of a domestic violence shelter; 

· Crime scene related expenses up to $2,500; and 

· Attorney’s fees for representation before the Board, up to $1,000.  

Emergency awards, not exceeding $1,500, may be awarded in instances where an award will probably be made and where undue hardship will result to the claimant does not receive immediate payment.  The amount of such awards will be deducted from the final award made to the claimant.  However, if the amount of the emergency awards exceeds the final award, or if no final award is made, the claimant must repay the Board accordingly.  See NY CLS Exec § 630 (2006).

For more information, see 

http://www.cvb.state.ny.us/index.html
Victims of sexual assault must be offered testing for HIV, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C when they are provided health care and the evidentiary exam is performed.  Victims may receive a three-day supply of HIV prophylaxis and medication to prevent sexually transmissible infections, including chlamydia and gonorrhea.  NY CLS Pub Health § 2805-p (2006).

To receive reimbursement for expenses related to follow-up or post-exposure HIV prophylaxis, a victim can file a claim with the New York State Crime Victims Board (the “Board”).  

For more information, see:

http://www.health.state.ny.us/professionals/protocols_and_guidelines/sexual_assault/docs/adult_protocol.pdf
http://www.cvb.state.ny.us/FRE.htm

	TO APPLY

To apply for compensation, an application must be submitted to the Board within 1 year after the occurrence or discovery of the crime or not later than 1 year from the death of the victim.  The Board may waive these deadlines for claims involving sex offenses or family offenses.  In those cases, a police report must be filed within a reasonable time frame considering all circumstances.  

Applications should be submitted to:

Crime Victims Board

New York State

845 Central Avenue

Albany, NY 12206

If available or applicable, the following documents should be attached to the application:

· correspondence with insurance companies or benefit plan that indicates whether the loss will be covered;

· medical bills;

· police reports;

· insurance cards;

· receipts for essential personal property; and

· death certificate or funeral contract. 

For a person under the age of 18 or a person who is incompetent, the claim application may be filed on their behalf by a relative, guardian, conservator, committee, or attorney.  

For more information, see NY CLS Exec § 625 (2006).

For a claim application, see http://www.cvb.state.ny.us/app_forms.htm


	North Carolina
	BACKGROUND

The compensation available to victims of crimes other than sexual assault is called Crime Victims Compensation. There are two types of compensation funds available to sexual assault survivors: Crime Victims Compensation and Rape Victims Assistance.

Law enforcement agency investigating a crime committed against a victim must provide the victim with the following information: 

(1) The availability of medical services, if needed.
(2) The availability of crime victims' compensation benefits and the address and telephone number of the agency responsible for providing these funds.

NC Crime Victims Rights’ Act § 15A-831.
A crime victim has the right to receive restitution as ordered by the court.  Article 81C of Chapter 15A of the General Statutes.                           

ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· In order to receive Crime Victims Compensation, the victim must fully cooperate with the law enforcement investigation and also report the crime within a 72-hour period.  
· In order to receive Rape Victims Assistance, cooperation with law enforcement is not necessary. A police report in which the victim chooses not to press charges is sufficient to receive Rape Victims Assistance funds. However, the victim’s name must be identified for the service provider to apply for such funds.  In addition, the assault must have been reported to law enforcement within five (5) days of the assault; and the forensic medical examination must have been performed within five (5) days of the assault.
The following individuals are eligible to receive compensation benefits:

· The victim;

· The victim’s family; or 

· The service providers (e.g., hospitals).

COMPENSATION

Victims may receive up to a maximum of $30,000 in compensation benefits.  The following benefits may be covered under the program:

· Medical and mental health services;

· Lost wages;

· Funeral services;

· Replacement services;

· Crime scene cleanup costs; and

· Travel costs necessary to obtain medical services. 
The Assistance Program for Victims of Rape and Sex Offenses provides reimbursement for expenses incurred by victims of sexual assault  including:  

· Immediate and short-term medical expenses; 

· Ambulance services from the place of the attack to a place where medical treatment is provided; 

· Mental health services provided by a professional licensed or certified by the State to provide such services; and

· Counseling treatment following the attack. 

More specifically, rape victims can also receive coverage for STD screening and treatment, and pregnancy testing. 

(N.C.G.S.A. § 143b-480.2)

The Assistance Program for Victims of Rape and Sex Offenses pays for all eligible expenses in addition to a forensic examination (as outlined above) in an amount not to exceed the difference between the full cost of the forensic medical examination and one thousand dollars ($1,000). For instance, if the cost of the forensic medical examination is one thousand dollars ($1,000) or more, then the Program will only pay for the forensic medical examination. 

(N.C.G.S.A. § 143b-480.2)

If a rape victim has expenses that total more than the one thousand dollar maximum provided by the Rape Victims Assistance Program, the victim can then apply to receive Crime Victims Compensation funds.  If the application is approved, the victim’s file is transferred from the Rape Victims Assistance Program to Crime Victims Compensation and the victim may receive additional benefits up to the $30,000 maximum ($31,000 including Rape Victims Assistance). 


	TO APPLY

The victim or legal representative may request an application for Crime Victims Compensation from the North Carolina Dept. of Crime Control & Public Safety, Division of Victims Compensation Services. 

In order to receive Crime Victims Compensation, the victim (or a legal representative) must file an application for compensation within two (2) years of the assault.  Any economic losses must have been incurred within one (1) year of the assault, except for children under age ten who may be compensated for losses up to two years after the assault.  In other words, children under age ten can continue to receive services (mental health therapy, medical services etc.) relative to the crime for up to two years after the incident while adults and children over age ten may only receive services for up to one year after the incident. 
There is no application for Rape Victims Compensation and the victim does not need to have any direct interaction with the Division of Victims Compensation Services in order for this kind of reimbursement to be provided. Instead, health care providers are responsible for providing all necessary materials to the Division on the victim’s behalf.  

In order to receive Rape Victims Assistance:

· The bill must be submitted within six months of the date of service provided;

· The victim’s name must be identified for the service provider to apply for such funds;

· The medical treatment covered must have been received within 90 days after the assault; and

· Itemized bills must be submitted by the medical staff to the Rape Victims Assistance Program (at the North Carolina Dept. of Crime Control & Public Safety, Division of Victims Compensation Services) within six (6) months after the date of service, along with the name of the law enforcement agency to which the crime was reported. 

See the following link for more information:

http://www.nccrimecontrol.org


	North Dakota
	ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· The crime must be reported to law enforcement within 72 hours; provided that, in the case of child abuse or sexual molestation of a child, the crime must be reported by age 21.  The victim must also reasonably cooperate with law enforcement, and must not have been assisting in, or committing a criminal act that caused the victim’s injuries.

See N.D. Cent. Code §54-23.4-06  

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if the crime occurred in North Dakota.  The types of crimes compensated under the program include:

· Drunk driving; 

· Hit and run; and

· Any violent crime that results in death or bodily injury, including domestic violence and sexual assault.  

N.D. Cent. Code §54-23.4-01 

Eligible claimants include the following: 

· Innocent victims who have been physically or emotionally injured in a violent crime in North Dakota or where a compensation program is not available; 

· The victim does not need to be a resident of North Dakota;

· North Dakota residents injured by an act of terrorism in a foreign country; 

· Dependents of a homicide victim; or 

· Individuals who assume responsibility for funeral and/or medical expenses of a homicide victim.

http://www.state.nd.us/docr/parole/victim_comp.htm
“Victim” means a person who suffers bodily injury or death as a result of criminally injurious conduct, the good-faith effort to prevent criminally injurious conduct, or the good faith effort of any person to apprehend a person suspected of engaging in criminally injurious conduct.  

N.D. Cent. Code §54-23.4-01.8 

COMPENSATION 

Maximum compensation benefits must not exceed $25,000.  Compensation benefits include:

· Medical and medical-related expenses (including STD and pregnancy testing, post coital treatment, HIV/AIDS);

· Mental health counseling;

· Loss of income (not to exceed $300/week);

· Replacement services loss (expenses incurred in obtaining services the victim would have performed if the victim had not been injured);

· Dependent’s economic loss (loss of deceased’s wages); and 

· Funeral/burial expenses (not to exceed $3,000).    

http://www.state.nd.us/docr/parole/victim_comp.htm
N.D. Cent. Code §54-23.4-06.8.

Compensation is only provided if there is no other source of reimbursement.


	TO APPLY

Absent good cause, an application must be filed within one year from the date of the crime or discovery of the crime.  

See N.D. Cent. Code §54-23.4-06  

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Crime Victims Compensation Program.  Victims’ advocates, domestic violence/sexual assault programs, law enforcement personnel and medical providers provide victims with either applications or referrals to the Crime Victims’ Compensation Program for an application.  

TO APPEAL

If an application is denied by the Crime Victims Compensation Program, a victim has 30 days to request an informal review by the Attorney General’s office.  If that review is denied, a victim has the right to pursue either (1) a formal hearing with an administrative hearings officer or (2) an appeal to a district court.

For additional information: 

http://www.state.nd.us/docr/parole/victim_home.htm or

http://www.ndcrimevictims.org/compensation.htm


	Ohio
	BACKGROUND

Innocent victims may receive compensation under Ohio’s Crime Victims Compensation Act to recover economic losses resulting from violent crimes.

ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· To be eligible for compensation, the crime must be reported to law enforcement officials within 72 hours from the time it occurs.

An applicant may be the direct victim of the crime, or a survivor if the crime results in a death.  

The applicant must be a resident of the U.S. or a resident of a foreign country of which the laws permit residents of Ohio to recover compensation as victims of offenses committed in that country; or 

The applicant has a permanent place of residence within Ohio at the time of the crime and falls into one of the following categories: 

· had a permanent place of employment within Ohio; 

· was a member of the regular armed forces of the US or of the US coast guard, the Ohio organized militia, US army reserve, naval reserve, or air force reserve; 

· was retired and receiving social security or other retirement income; 

· was at least sixty years old; 

· was temporarily in another state for purpose of receiving medical treatment; 

· was temporarily in another state for the purpose of performing employment-related duties required by an employer located within Ohio; or

· was temporarily in another state for the purpose of receiving occupational, vocational, or other job-related training or instruction required by an employer located within Ohio.

Crimes covered under the program include homicide, assault, menacing, stalking, sexual assault, domestic violence, and intimidation of an attorney, victim, or witness.  Ohio Revised Code § 2930.01(A)(2).  

However, a violent crime does not include conduct that arises out of the ownership, maintenance or use of a motor vehicle except if the person engaging in the conduct intended to cause injury or death, or if the injury or death occurred while the person engaging in the conduct was fleeing immediately after committing a felony.  Ohio Revised Code § 2743.51  

Law enforcement agencies are required to provide victims of violent crimes with information, including medical care, counseling, housing, emergency, compensation, and any other services that are available to a victim.  Ohio Revised Code § 2930.04.

Each hospital in Ohio that offers emergency services is required to have on staff a physician, a physician assistant, a clinical nurse specialist, a certified nurse practitioner, or a certified nurse-midwife available on call twenty-four hours each day for the examination of persons reported to any law enforcement agency to be victims of sexual offenses.  Each victim shall be informed of available venereal disease, pregnancy, medical, and psychiatric services.  Ohio Revised Code §2907.29.

COMPENSATION 

The maximum amount of compensation that will be paid per victim per claim will be $50,000.  Claims may be submitted for reasonable charges incurred for reasonable needed products, services, and accommodations, including:

· Medical care;

· Counseling for family members of victims for specific crimes (up to $2,500 each, maximum $7,500 per claim);

· Rehabilitation;

· Wages lost;

· Replacement services;

· Crime scene clean-up/repair for safety (up to $750); and

· Funeral expenses (up to $7,500).  

Ohio Revised Code § 2743.51(F)(1).  

Compensation will not be paid on stolen, damaged, or lost property, or for pain and suffering due to violent crimes.  However, if victim receives treatment for pain and suffering, the victim may receive compensation for the cost of treatment.

Family members of a victim who died as a result of a violent crime may be reimbursed for wages lost and travel expenses in order to attend criminal justice proceedings (not to exceed $500 for each family member of the victim and $2,000 for all family members).

Ohio Revised Code § 2743.51.
http://www.ag.state.oh.us/victim/compensation.asp 


	TO APPLY

An application for compensation must be completed and filed with the Attorney General’s office.  An application can be filed:  (a) if the victim was a minor, within 2 years of a minor victim’s eighteenth birthday or within two years from the date a complaint, indictment, or information is filed against the alleged offender, whichever is later; (b) if the victim was an adult, within two years after the occurrence of the crime.  Ohio Revised Code § 2743.56.

An assistant attorney general will issue a Finding of Fact and Decision within 120 days from receiving the claim.  If the applicant does not agree with the findings, the applicant may file a Request for Reconsideration within 30 days from the date of the Finding of Fact and Decision.  The Attorney General has 60 days to issue a Final Decision.  

TO APPEAL

If the applicant does not agree with the Final Decision, the applicant has 30 days to file an appeal for review before a three-commissioner panel of the Court of Claims of Ohio.  Decisions by the panel may be appealed to the judge of the Court of Claims.  However, the judge of the Court of Claims may only reverse the panel decision if the decision is contrary to law or not reasonable given the evidence in the claim.

For additional information:

http://www.ag.state.oh.us/victim/forms/cvc_compensation_application.pdf 

	Oklahoma
	BACKGROUND

Victims of criminal acts suffering physical or psychological injury or death within Oklahoma or who are residents of Oklahoma who become victims in states with no crime victims compensation program may apply for compensation for economic losses resulting from the crime.  

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· To be eligible to receive compensation, the crime must be reported to a law enforcement agency within 72 hours of its occurrence.

Persons who are eligible for compensation under the Crime Victims Compensation Program are:  

· Victims;  

· Dependents of a victim who died because of the crime; and

· Persons authorized to act on behalf of the victim or the dependent of the victim.  

Oklahoma Statutes § 142.3.

Crimes covered under the Crime Victims Compensation Program include misdemeanors or felonies occurring or attempted within Oklahoma or against a resident of Oklahoma within a state that does not have a comparable program that results in bodily injury or death to a victim which may be punishable by fine, imprisonment, or death, or if the crime is committed by a child, the child could be adjudicated as a delinquent.  

Crimes do not include those acts involving the negligent maintenance or use of a motor vehicle, unless:

· The offender was under the influence of an intoxicating substance;

· The offender intended to injure or kill; or

· The act involved willful, malicious or felonious failure to stop after being involved in a personal injury accident.  

Oklahoma Statutes § 142.3.

COMPENSATION 
Economic loss resulting in injury or death to victim, which may be claimed by the victim or another claimant, may not exceed $20,000.  Assistance is available for the following types of out-of-pocket expenses, among other things:  

· Medical care (doctor exams, dental work, hospital treatment, hospital stay, artificial limbs, prescriptions, and eye glasses);

· Wage loss;

· Replacement services;

· Survivor benefits;

· Crisis counseling within 3 years of the crime not to exceed $3,000 for each family member of a homicide victim;

· Individual counseling sessions for victims of a crime not to $3,000;

· Individual mental health treatment will be considered for compensation not to exceed $10,000;

· Reasonable funeral, cremation or burial expenses not to exceed $6,000.

· Homicide crime scene cleanup; and

· Caregiver loss of support (not to exceed $2,000).  

Property losses and Pain and Suffering is not covered under the program.  

http://www.dac.state.ok.us/victim/victimcomp.asp?A=5&B=4 

Loss of support for a dependent of the deceased victim is computed based on a formula which calculates the net loss of support for dependents based upon an estimated date of retirement or an estimated date of adulthood for the dependent children.

Oklahoma Statutes § 142.13.

For additional information, contact the District Attorney’s Council at (800) 745-6098.  

http://www.ok.gov/dac/documents/VICTIMS%20COMP%20ACT%20JULY%201,%202005.pdf 


	TO APPLY

The applicant must complete an application and file it with the Crime Victims Compensation Board within one year after the injury or death upon which the claim is based.  The one year requirement may be waived by the Board if there is good cause for failure to file the claim within one year, but in no event shall the filing be permitted after two years.  If the victim is mentally handicapped or under eighteen years, the Board may use the date the criminal incident was disclosed to a responsible adult when determining whether or not the claim was filed in a timely manner.  

Oklahoma Statutes § 142.10.

A three-panel Board will hear and make determinations on all matters relating to claims for compensation of $2,500 or more and may hear claims under $2,500.  Oklahoma Statutes § 142.5.

Applicants will be notified as to when their claim will be considered by the Board so they can attend if they choose to.  Oklahoma Statutes § 142.5.

Once the Board renders a decision, the applicant will be notified of the decision within 2-3 weeks.  

TO APPEAL

Appeals may be made to the Board for a formal hearing if the applicant is not satisfied with the initial decision.  If the applicant is dissatisfied with the formal decision, the applicant may file a petition in District Court. 

http://www.dac.state.ok.us/victim/victimcomp.asp?A=5&B=4 



	Oregon
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  In addition, per the Application for Crime Victim Compensation, refusal to submit social security numbers will not result in denial.  

· Report the crime to the appropriate law enforcement officials within 72 hours.  The reporting requirement may be waived with good cause.

· The victim of a sexual assault may obtain a medical assessment and complete and submit an application form to the Sexual Assault Victims Emergency Medical Response Fund regardless of whether the victim reports the sexual assault to a law enforcement agency.

Victims of crime may receive compensation from the state of Oregon if the crime occurred in Oregon.  The types of crimes include robberies, child abuse, assaults, rapes, domestic violence, homicides and other intentional, knowing or reckless acts by a person resulting in physical and/or emotional injury and/or death of another person which would be punishable as a crime.  

In order to be eligible to receive compensation benefits under the program, a victim must:

· Cooperate fully to apprehend and prosecute the assailant. 

· Not have been involved in a wrongful act and/or did not provoke the assailant. 

An “eligible victim” for the purposes of accessing the Sexual Assault Victims Emergency Medical Response Fund (SAVE Fund) is a person who has self-identified or been identified by another as a victim of a sexual assault that occurred in Oregon and who receives a “complete medical examination” within 84 hours of the assault or a “partial medical examination” within 168 hours (seven days) of the sexual assault.  

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for:

· Reasonable mental health counseling expenses. 

· Reasonable medical and hospital expenses. 

· Eyeglasses, hearing aids, dentures, and other medically necessary devices and expenses. 

· Funeral expenses. 

· Documented loss of support to dependents of homicide victims. 

· Victim’s documented loss of earnings. 

· Grief counseling expenses for relatives of homicide victims. 

· Rehabilitation expenses. 

· Counseling expenses for children who witness domestic violence. 

· Mileage expenses. 

· In the case of child sex abuse, reasonable counseling expenses of the victim’s family.

Compensation is not provided for:

· Pain and suffering or property damage or loss. 

· Nervous or mental shock due to property damage or loss.

An individual’s benefits, such as sick leave, medical disability, social security, or restitution are considered resources that must be used before Crime Victim’s compensation dollars.

Oregon Revised Statute Chapter 147.

The Sexual Assault Victims Emergency Medical  Response Fund (SAVE Fund) provides dollars to pay for sexual assault medical exams, forensic exams, and STD prophylaxis for any victim of a sexual assault that occurred within Oregon, regardless of ability to pay.  There is no restriction based on Oregon residency or immigration status, and the Crime Victims Assistance Section does not review the immigration status of victims.  In addition, the SAVE Fund application does not ask for social security numbers.  Both qualified and non-qualified immigrants are eligible.

The SAVE Fund pays for any of or all the elements of a “Complete” Medical Assessment, which includes the collection of forensic evidence and must be conducted within 84 hours of the assault; and for any of or all the elements of a “Partial” Medical Assessment which does not include the collection of forensic evidence and must be conducted within 7 days of the assault.  

Examples of services not covered by the SAVE Fund include: treatment of injuries, DNA testing, HIV testing, laboratory testing of blood for any purpose, and prescriptions filled off-site of the location of the medical examination.

For additional information, see Oregon Administrative Rules 137-084-0001 - 137-084-0030, temporary provisions relating to medical assessments for victims of sexual assaults compiled as a note preceding Oregon Revised Statute 147.0005, 
and http://www.doj.state.or.us/crimev/sex_aslt_vtms_emrf.shtml.


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Oregon Department of Justice Crime Victims Compensation Program.  The victim must:

· Be a victim of a compensable crime that occurred in Oregon. 

· Apply for compensation within six (6) months of the crime.* 

*May be waived with good cause.

Further information may be found at:

Crime Victims’ Compensation Program

Department of Justice

1162 Court St. NE

Salem, Oregon 97301-4096

Telephone (503) 378-5348

TDD (503) 378-5938

FAX (503) 378-5738

http://www.doj.state.or.us/crimev/comp.shtml

The victim applying for SAVE benefits must complete and submit a completed application form to the victim’s medical service provider.  A copy of the form may be found at:

http://www.doj.state.or.us/crimev/pdf/sa_fundfinal.pdf.  

To obtain payment from the SAVE Fund, the medical services provider must submit the form to the Oregon Department of Justice within one year.  A provider who submits a bill may not bill the victim or the victim’s insurance carrier for the medical assessment except to the extent that the SAVE Fund is unable to pay the bill due to lack of funds or declines to pay the bill.

Further information may be found at:

Crime Victims’ Compensation Program

Department of Justice

1162 Court St. NE

Salem, Oregon 97301-4096

Telephone (503) 378-5348

TDD (503) 378-5938

FAX (503) 378-5738

http://www.doj.state.or.us/crimev/sex_aslt_vtms_emrf.shtml

	Pennsylvania
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.

· Victims must promptly report the crime to the proper authorities, and in no case may an award be made if the report was made more than 72 hours after the occurrence of the crime unless: (i) the victim was under the age of 18 and the alleged offender was a parent, a person responsible for the victim’s welfare, a person residing in the same household or a paramour of the victim’s parent; or (ii) the Office of Victims’ Services finds that the delay was justified.  Similarly, no award for compensation will be made unless the direct victim or claimant has fully cooperated with all law enforcement agencies and the Office of Victims’ Services unless the Office of Victims’ Services finds such non-compliance to have been justified.  
A delay in reporting a crime to the appropriate authorities my delay or prohibit a victim from receiving compensation benefits.  18 P.S. § 11.707(a).
Compensation benefits are available to: 

· Victims of crimes committed in Pennsylvania (without regard to residency); 

· Residents of Pennsylvania who are victims of acts that would be a crime under Pennsylvania law if they occurred in Pennsylvania or constitute acts of international terrorism.    

A “direct victim” is an individual that suffers “physical or mental injury, death or the loss of earnings.” 

The definition of a “victim” eligible for compensation under the Act includes, in addition to a direct victim: 

· A parent or guardian of a child that is a direct victim (unless the parent or guardian is the alleged offender); 

· A minor child who is a material witness to certain crimes, including rape, committed or attempted against a family member; and 

· A family member (other than an alleged offender) of a homicide victim. 

18 P.S. § 11.103.

COMPENSATION
Compensation is limited to out-of-pocket loss and loss of earnings, not to exceed $35,000 in total.  18 P.S. § 11.707(b).  

Out-of-pocket losses include: 

· Unreimbursed expenses for medical care and non-medical remedial care and treatment (including physical therapy, medications, ambulance, home health care, replacement services, child care medical equipment/supplies, or transportation costs to medical and counseling appointments or pharmacy visits) PA Code 411.103; 

· Expenses for counseling, prostheses, wheelchairs and other enumerated devices required as a result of the crime; 

· Expenses for temporary or permanent relocation;

· Expenses for physical examinations and materials used to obtain evidence; 

· Other reasonable expenses deemed necessary as a direct result of the crime.  18 P.S. § 11.103.  

In addition, the compensation fund will cover the costs for STD and pregnancy testing directly relating to the crime.  

http://www.pccd.state.pa.us/pccd/cwp/view.asp?A=1393&Q=572575 

Awards made pursuant to the Act will not affect the claimant’s or direct victim’s eligibility under public assistance or any other Federal or state social benefit or assistance program.  18 P.S. § 11.707(c).


	TO APPLY

A victim shall provide a valid address and telephone number and any other required information to all agencies responsible for providing information and notice to the victim.  The information shall not be disclosed to any person other than a law enforcement agency, corrections agency or prosecutor’s office without the victim’s prior consent.  18 P.S. § 11.211.

A claim for compensation must be filed: (i) within two years of the discovery of the occurrence of the crime; (ii) within two years of the death of the direct victim as a result of the crime; or (iii) within two years of the discovery and identification of the body of a murder victim. The two-year limitation period may be extended for victims under the age of 18 until they reach 21 years of age.  18 P.S. § 11.702(b).  



	Rhode Island
	ELIGIBILITY

· The law does not specifically exclude immigrants from receiving compensation benefits.  However, the application for compensation requests that the applicant provide a social security numbers.  An official from Rhode Island’s Victim Compensation office stated that an applicant’s inability to provide a social security number will not, in and of itself, limit an immigrant’s ability to receive benefits.

· To be eligible to receive compensation, you must report the crime to law enforcement authorities within 10 days from the occurrence of the crime.

In any case in which a person is injured or killed by any act of a person or persons, the victim or a legal representative may apply to the state’s Victim Compensation Office. The Office may award compensation if the criminal act occurred:

· Within the physical confines of the state of Rhode Island;

· Within the maritime jurisdiction of the state of Rhode Island;

· Outside the state of Rhode Island to any victim who has his or her residence in the state of Rhode Island and had the residence in the state at the time that the offense occurred, and is not entitled to compensation of any kind from the state in which the offense occurred; or

· Outside the state of Rhode Island to any victim who had his or her residence in the state of Rhode Island at the time the offense occurred who is injured or killed by an act of terrorism occurring either outside of the United States. 

R.I. Gen. Laws §12-25-19.  

COMPENSATION

No compensation shall be awarded in a total amount in excess of twenty-five thousand dollars ($ 25,000) plus any attorney’s fees awarded upon appeal to the treasurer or to the superior court.

Compensation benefits include:

· Expenses actually and reasonably incurred as a result of the personal injury or death of the victim;

· Pecuniary loss to the dependents of the deceased victim;

· Any other pecuniary loss resulting from the personal injury or death of the victim, the amount of which the Office finds upon the evidence to be reasonable and necessary;

· Supplemental award for compensation for additional medical expenses, including psychiatric care and mental health counseling, provided that the victim provides proper documentation that the additional medical expenses have been actually and reasonably incurred as a direct result of the personal injury; and

· Expenses related to psychiatric care and mental health counseling for a parent, spouse, minor sibling or minor child of a victim who dies as a direct result of a violent crime, provided that proper documentation is provided. 

R.I. Gen. Laws §12-25-21.

The Office may award emergency compensation under this chapter for the burial expenses of a victim who dies as a direct result of a violent crime, not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000). The award for emergency compensation shall be deducted from the final award. R.I. Gen. Laws § 12-25-21.1.

The treasurer may award attorney' fees, not to exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the total amount awarded to the plaintiff, or fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500).  R.I. Gen. Laws § 12-25-25.

For more information see:

http://www.treasury.ri.gov/vcfund.htm 


	TO APPLY

Section 12-25-22 (2006) of the General Laws of Rhode Island provides that actions for compensation under this chapter shall be commenced within three (3) years after the date of the personal injury or death, and no compensation shall be awarded for an injury or death resulting from a crime which was not reported to the appropriate law enforcement authority within ten (10) days of its occurrence; provided, that the office shall have the authority to allow a claim which was not reported pursuant to this section when the victim was below the age of eighteen (18) years of age or of unsound mind, or for good cause shown. 

In determining the amount of the judgment or order approving a settlement, the Office shall take into consideration the rates and amounts payable for injuries and death under other statutes of this state and of the United States, and the amount of revenue in the violent crimes indemnity account and the number and nature of claims pending against it. The Office shall make every effort to ensure that compensation awards are paid within six (6) months of the date of application. R.I. Gen. Laws § 12-25-21  (2006)

For more information see:

http://www.treasury.ri.gov/vcfund.htm 

http://www.treasury.ri.gov/pdf/cvrules.pdf 



	South Carolina
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no explicit eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  However, a state agency representative indicated that an application may not be processed if the office becomes aware of that the applicant is undocumented.  

· The crime must promptly be reported to the proper authority and recorded in police records (a crime reported more than 48 hours after its occurrence is not ‘promptly reported’, absent a showing of special circumstances or causes which justify the delay).

A victim, surviving spouse, or a parent or legally dependent child of a victim is entitled to file for benefits from the state’s victim compensation fund if either: 

· the offense was committed in South Carolina; or 

· the victim was a resident of South Carolina when the crime was committed in either another state or outside the United States if the crime is terrorism; or 

· the victim was a resident of South Carolina when the offense was committed in another state.   South Carolina Code § 16-3-111 (2005)

No award may be made unless: 

(1) a crime was committed;

(2) the crime directly resulted in physical or psychic trauma to the victim; and 

(3) the claimant or other award recipient has fully cooperated with all law enforcement agencies and with the South Carolina Victim’s Compensation Fund.  § 16-3-1170  

COMPENSATION

The aggregate of award to and on behalf of victims may not exceed $15,000 unless extraordinary circumstances exist and in that case, the award may not exceed $25,000.

An award may be made for:  

· Medical services, including mental health counseling, required and rendered as a direct result of the injury on which the claim is based, as long as these services are rendered by a licensed professional.  Payment for mental health counseling is limited to the number of sessions during a 180 day period beginning on the date of the first counseling session or 20 sessions, whichever is greater; § 16-3-1180

· Customary charges for other services required and rendered as a direct result of the injury upon which the claim is based, as long as the service is rendered by a professional or paraprofessional who holds a license; § 16-3-1180 

· Loss of earning or support, provided that the claimant is deprived of that income for at least two consecutive weeks, the loss is not reimbursable, the amount may not exceed the average weekly wage in South Carolina for the preceding fiscal year (§ 42-1-50);  

· Employment-oriented retraining or rehabilitative services incurred as a direct result of the injury; and

· Burial expenses not to exceed $4,000.  

For more information see:

http://www.oepp.sc.gov/sova/new/fund.html 


	TO APPLY

South Carolina Code  § 16-3-1230 (2005) provides that a: 

(1) A claim may be filed by a person eligible to receive an award, or, if the person is an incompetent or a minor, by his parent or legal guardian or other individual authorized to administer his affairs;  

(2) A claim must be filed by the claimant not later than one hundred eighty (180) days after the latest of the following three events: (a) the occurrence of the crime upon which the claim is based; (b) the death of the victim; or (c) the discovery by the law enforcement agency that the occurrence was the result of crime. Upon good cause shown, the time for filing may be extended for a period not to exceed four (4) years after the occurrence or death. "Good cause" for the above purposes includes reliance upon advice of an official victim assistance specialist who either misinformed or neglected to inform a victim of rights and benefits of the Victim's Compensation Fund but does not mean simply ignorance of the law; and 

(3) Claims must be filed in the office of the Deputy Director by mail or in person. The Deputy Director shall accept for filing all claims submitted by persons eligible under this section and meeting the requirements as to the form of the claim contained in the regulations of the Board.

For more information see:

http://www.oepp.sc.gov/sova/new/fund.html

South Carolina Code § 16-3-1520 (2005) provides that  a victim entitled to copy of initial incident report; assistance in applying for victim's compensation benefits; information on progress of case and that a law enforcement agency must provide a victim, free of charge, a copy of the initial incident report of his case.  

For more information see:

http://www.oepp.sc.gov/sova/new/fund.html 


	South Dakota
	BACKGROUND

The South Dakota Victims’ Compensation Program is implemented by S.D. Codified  Law Chapter 23A-28B, including the creation of a Crime Victims’ Compensation Commission.  S.D. Codified Laws § 23A-28B-3.  “The department or commission, as applicable may order payment of victims’ compensation in accordance with the provisions of this chapter for reasonable economic losses incurred as a direct result of personal injury to or death of a victim, including any economic loss as defined in § 23A-28B-1.  S.D. Codified Laws § 23A-28B-19.  Sec. 23A-28B-1 defines economic loss as “medical and hospital expenses, loss of earnings, loss of future earnings, funeral and burial expenses,” among others.

http://legis.state.sd.us/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Statute=23a-28b&Type=Statute
ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  Note that the Crime Victims’ Compensation Application has a space for the victim’s Social Security Number.  A state agency representative confirmed that applicants will not be denied access to funding if they cannot provide a social security number.  

· Compensation may not be awarded if the crime is not reported to authorities within 5 days, unless that was not reasonable, in which case, it must have been reported within 5 days of the time it became reasonable to report it.

Eligible Applicants to the Compensation Program include:

· innocent victims of a violent crime who suffered harm;

· family member of a deceased victim;

· person authorized to act on behalf of a victim or dependent; and

· parents or other family member under limited circumstances.

S.D. Codified Laws 23A-28B-18.

Acts eligible for compensation include injuries resulting from:

· a violent crime;

· trying to stop a person from committing a crime;

· trying to help a law enforcement officer;

· trying to help a victim of a crime; or

· witnessing a violent crime.

http://dss.sd.gov/elderlyservices/services/cvc/eligibility.asp.

Crimes Covered under the Compensation Program include any conduct that results in personal injury or death and is punishable as a felony or misdemeanor. S.D. Codified Laws § 23A-28B-3.

COMPENSATION
Not to exceed $15,000 and including:

· Medical Expenses  

· physician and other health services

· hospital services

· home health services (limited to $100 a month for up to 12 months)

· adult dental services

· chiropractic expenses (limited to 10 treatment sessions, not to exceed a total of $500)

· payment for medical expenses is limited to those medical services provided during the 12-month period immediately following the date the crime occurred; the Commission can extend it if good cause is shown.

· Mental Health Counseling (24 sessions for primary victim, 18 sessions for family member of homicides, 6 sessions for parents of juvenile victims and spouses of rape victims)

· Lost wages/support (up to 40 hours for parents caring for children)

· Funerals ($6,500)

· Replacement services (Housekeeping and child care)

· Crime-scene cleanup/evidence (up to $1,000 for homicide-scene cleanup and $500 for clothing/personal items used for evidence

· Travel (mileage reimbursement of up to $720 to attend treatment)

· Rehabilitation

· Emergency ($1,000)

http://www.nacvcb.org/progdir/southdakota.html
S.D. Codified Laws 23A-28B-21.

No attorney is needed and compensation cannot be paid for attorney’s fees.

http://dss.sd.gov/elderlyservices/services/cvc/eligibility.asp 


	TO APPLY

Persons seeking compensation must complete the Crime Victims’ Compensation Application Form, which are available from all local law enforcement agencies, the Department of Social Services, or the Office of the Attorney General.   http://dss.sd.gov/elderlyservices/services/cvc/eligibility.asp 

 S.D. Codified Laws 23A-28B-11.  

Compensation may not we awarded if:

· the victim fails or refuses to cooperate fully with any appropriate law enforcement officer or agency or with the department in the administration of this chapter; or 

· the claim is not filed within 1 year of the injury (can be waived for good cause).  

S.D. Codified Laws § 23A-28B-25.  See also S.D. Administrative Rules 67:55:01:07 and  67:55:01:08 

The Compensation Program is funded by VOCA, in addition to receiving $2.50 on every criminal conviction, including traffic violations. 

S.D. Codified Laws 23A-28B-42.

http://www.nacvcb.org/progdir/southdakota.html 

	Tennessee
	BACKGROUND

An innocent victim of a violent crime committed in the State of Tennessee, may be eligible for compensation. The purpose of the program is to assist victims of crimes or, in the case of the victim's death, their dependent family members in paying out-of-pocket expenses incurred as the direct result of personal injuries sustained by a criminal offense.

Tennessee Code 29-13-102 - 411.

http://www.treasury.state.tn.us/injury/q&a.htm 

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  A state official from the Victim Compensation program confirmed that an immigrant’s inability to provide a social security number on the application should not affect his or her eligibility to receive compensation benefits. 

· In order to receive compensation benefits, the victim (or the victim's survivors) must report the crime to the proper authorities within 48 hours after the crime was committed, unless the victim was a minor, or unless good cause can be shown for reporting the crime late.   In addition, the victim must fully cooperate with law enforcement officials in their investigation and prosecution. 

A person may be eligible for benefits under the following circumstances: 

· A person who suffered bodily injury as an innocent victim of a criminal act occurring in a state or federal jurisdiction within the borders of Tennessee. 

· A resident of Tennessee who was an innocent victim of terrorism or mass violence that occurred outside the territorial boundaries of the United States and the claimant is not eligible for compensation under Title VIII of the Federal Omnibus Diplomatic Security and Antiterrorism Act of 1986. 

· A resident of Tennessee who was an innocent victim of a crime that occurred in another state which does not have a compensation program. 

· Survivors of a homicide victim for medical and funeral expenses, and, in some cases, dependency, mental health counseling and crime scene cleanup. If there are no surviving dependents, the victim's estate may receive compensation for unreimbursed funeral and burial expenses. 

· An innocent person who sustained bodily injury or death while attempting to prevent a criminal act or in an attempt to apprehend a person or persons suspected of engaging in a criminal act. 

· A person who suffered bodily injury or death as a result of a motor vehicle or watercraft accident caused by a drunk driver or by a driver who intentionally inflicted injury. In some circumstances, a passenger in the vehicle or watercraft driven by the drunk driver may not be eligible for compensation. 

Tennessee Code 29-13-105.

COMPENSATION

The overall maximum benefit currently available under the Criminal Injury Compensation Program is $30,000.  Compensation is provided for:

· Medical services, including hospital services;

· Funeral and burial expenses (not to exceed $6,000);

· Mental health counseling or treatment (not to exceed $3,500);

· Permanent partial or total disability;

· Expenses incurred as a result of traveling to and from the trial of the defendants, appellate, post-conviction, or habeas corpus proceedings resulting from the trial (not to exceed $1,250);

· Crime scene cleanup (not to exceed $3,000);

· Death benefits to the dependent of the deceased victim;

· Relocation expenses; 

· Replacement costs (for example, for eyeglasses or hearing aids damaged during the crime);

· Attorney’s fees may be awarded (shall not exceed the lesser of (1) 15% of the first $2,500 of compensation awarded plus 10% of any compensation awarded over $2,500 or (2) $375 for claims resulting in death of victim or $500 for all other claims.  Tennessee Code 29-13-112; and

· Emergency award (not to exceed $500). Tennessee Code 29-13-114.

Unless otherwise noted above, Tennessee Code 29-13-106 and Tennessee Code 29-13-107.

Benefits are reduced by the amount of any other public or private insurance, workers' compensation benefits, or medical, health or disability benefits which may be available to the victim. Payment by the program is secondary to such other insurance or benefits, regardless of any contract or coverage provision to the contrary, as this is a fund of last resort. Tennessee Code 29-13-106(f)(1)

Compensation will not be awarded for:

· Damage to Real or Personal Property; and

· Pain and Suffering EXCEPT for victims of sexual assault (not to exceed $3,000).  Tennessee Code 29-13-107.

Tennessee Code 29-13-106.

Note:  Commentary found in a 2005 Crime Victims’ Needs Analysis produced by the Tennessee Office of Criminal Justice programs stated that such children are not eligible for CVC.  This information could not be confirmed by agency officials or through a review of the Tennessee Code.

http://www.state.tn.us/finance/rds/NeedsAssessmentSummary2006.pdf 


	TO APPLY

Before seeking compensation from the fund, the victim or their surviving dependents must seek any amounts that they are legally entitled to receive as a result of the injuries from any other public or private source including, but not limited to, insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, workers' compensation, etc. Should the amounts received from such other sources not cover all eligible losses and expenses, then the victim may apply for criminal injuries compensation.  In order to receive compensation, the following conditions must be met:

· A written claim for benefits must be filed within 1 year after the date of the criminal act, unless good cause can be established for not doing so. 

Tennessee Code 29-13-108.

Victim Compensation 
615-741-2734 
Fax: 615-532-4979 
Web site: www.treasury.state.tn.us/injury/index.htm
http://www.treasury.state.tn.us/injury/q&a.htm
Victim Assistance 
615-741-8277 
Fax: 615-532-2989 
Web site: www.state.tn.us/finance/rds/ocjp.htm 

Sexual Assault Crisis Center – SACC is a private nonprofit agency funded by United Way for victims of sexual assault.  There are eight centers in Tennessee providing services including crisis intervention, forensic nursing, criminal justice support and advocacy, counseling and support groups.

http://www.thesacc.org/pdfs/MainSACCInfo.pdf


	Texas
	BACKGROUND

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if:  (1) the crime occurred in Texas and the victim is a Texas resident or a United States resident, (2) the crime occurred outside of Texas (in another state or county) that does not provide compensation and the victim is a Texas resident, or (3) the crime involves a Texas resident who becomes a victim of international terrorism committed outside of the United States.  See Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.32(a)(11).  

The types of crimes include, sex offenses, kidnapping, aggravated robbery, assaultive offenses, arson, homicide, drunk driving and other violent crimes in which the victim suffers physical or emotional harm or death.  See Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.32(a)(4).
ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.   Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.32(a)(11)(A)(ii); 1 Tex. Admin. Code § 61.101(a)(10).

· A police report of the crime must generally be made within a reasonable period of time, but not so late as to interfere with or hamper the investigation and prosecution of the crime.  Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.37.  

Persons eligible for compensation include: 

· Victims of crime who suffer substantial threat of physical and/or emotional harm or death;

· Dependents of victims, authorized individuals acting on behalf of a victim, or persons who voluntarily pay certain expenses on behalf of a victim;

· Immediate family or household members related by blood or marriage who require counseling; or

· A person who goes to the aid of a victim.  

Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.32(a)(2).

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for:

· Un-reimbursable medical and medical-related expenses, including hospital, nursing, and physical therapy; 

· Mental health counseling costs; 

· Rehabilitation; 

· Lost earnings or support; 

· Funeral and burial costs, including related travel expenses for immediate family of a deceased victim; 

· Bereavement leave costs for immediate family of a deceased victim (limited to 10 work days); 

· Expense of replacement services for childcare or housekeeping; 

· Travel costs for non-local travel to assist with the investigation, prosecution or judicial process, including attendance at a criminal's execution; 

· Relocation costs for victims of sexual assault or domestic violence occurring in the victims place of residence;

· Replacement costs for the victim's clothing, bedding and other property seized as evidence or rendered unusable from the criminal investigation; 

· Crime scene clean-up and a portion of attorney’s fees.  

Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.32(a)(9).
Medical expenses to be reimbursed include hospitals, doctors, ambulance services, prescriptions, dental work, nursing homes, and medical appliances, such as wheelchairs and prosthetics.  See Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.32; 1 Tex. Admin. Code §§ 61.101, 61.407.

Emergency awards of up to $1500 are available if it appears likely that a final award will be made and the claimant or victim would otherwise suffer undue hardship.  Emergency awards can be issued for lost support and lost earnings, emergency medical and funeral charges.  Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.50.


	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Office of the Attorney General, Crime Victims’ Compensation Program, which is responsible for the administration of the Compensation to Victims of Crime Fund which receives funds from state offender assessments, state donations, and VOCA funds.  Tex. Const. Art. 1, Sec. 31; Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.31.

The victim must reasonably cooperate with law enforcement.  The application must be filed within 3 years from the date of the crime.  The time period for filing may be extended for good cause, including the age of the victim or the physical or mental incapacity of the victim.  Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Art. 56.37.  

TO APPEAL

The victim or claimant must notify the Crime Victims' Compensation Program of the reason for their dissatisfaction of the decision and provide additional information in this reconsideration process. If the outcome of the reconsideration process is not satisfactory, the victim or claimant may request a final ruling hearing from the Crime Victims' Compensation Program. If the victim or claimant does not agree with the outcome of the final ruling, an appeal may be made to district court.

For more information:

e-mail:crimevictims@oag.state.tx.us 

Or write to: 

Crime Victim Services Division - CVC Program 

Office of the Attorney General - MC011 

PO Box 12198 

Austin, TX 78711-2198 

Or Call: 1 (800) 983-9933 or (512) 936-1200 (in Austin) 

Or Fax: 1 (512) 320-8270

http://www.oag.state.tx.us/victims/cvc.shtml 

	Utah
	ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.
· The criminally injurious conduct shall be reported to a law enforcement officer, in his capacity as a law enforcement officer, or other federal or state investigative agencies. 

Utah law provides reparations to crime victims.  In order to be eligible for a reparations award: 
· The claimant must be a victim of criminally injurious conduct; a dependent of a deceased victim of criminally injurious conduct; or a representative acting on behalf of one of the above; 

· The victim shall be either a resident of Utah or the criminally injurious conduct shall have occurred in Utah; 

· Application shall be made in writing in a form that conforms substantially to that prescribed by the Utah Crime Victim Reparations (“CVR”) Board; 

· The claimant or victim shall cooperate with the appropriate law enforcement agencies in their efforts to apprehend or convict the perpetrator of the alleged offense (provided that an award to a victim may be made whether any person is arrested, prosecuted, or convicted of the criminally injurious conduct giving rise to the claim; and 

· The criminally injurious conduct shall have occurred after December 31, 1986.   Utah Code § 63-25a-409.

A crime victim may receive a medical award subject to the following limitations:

· All medical costs must be related directly to the victimization and all treatment must be considered usual and customary;

· The reparation officer reserves the right to audit any and all billings associated with medical care;

· The reparation officer will not pay any interest, finance, or collection fees as part of the award;

· After the effective date of this rule, in-patient hospital medical bills shall be reimbursed at a rate established between the CVR office and individual hospitals and shall be considered payment in full; and 

· Child endangerment examinations for children that have been exposed to drugs shall be paid for when the health and safety of the child is at risk and no other collateral source is available. The cost of the exam needs to be an expense incurred by the victim. The writing of evidentiary reports and any form of lab testing shall not be covered as part of the examination.

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for:

· Funeral and burial (up to $7,000);

· Mental health counseling (up to $3,500);

· Attorney’s fees (up to 15% of the reward);

· Emergency awards (up to $1,000);

· Loss of earnings (up to 12 weeks);

· Moving (up to $2,000) and transportation (up to $500);

· Essential personal property, including all personal articles necessary and essential for the health  and safety of the victim, such as replacement of eyeglasses, hearing aids, burglar alarms, door locks, crime scene cleanup, repair of walls and broken windows, etc. (up to $1,500); and

· Medical awards cover prescription or OTC medications used during the course of treatment. 

There is a 3-year limitation for payments of benefits.

Utah Admin. Code Rule R270-1-1 to 1-19.


	TO APPLY

The crime victim must submit an Application For Crime Victim Reparations to 

State of Utah

Office of Crime Victim Reparations

350 East 500 South Suite 200

Salt Lake City Utah 84111

Tel (801) 238-2360

Toll Free 1-800-621-7444

Fax (801) 533-4127

Applications are available at

http://www.crimevictim.utah.gov/Comp/CompApp.pdf

Application requests for one time funding will be submitted to the CVR Board for their review and decision.  Requests for ongoing funding may be approved by the CVR Board and then forwarded to the CVR grants program for administration and monitoring purposes.  

Awards may be denied or limited as determined appropriate by the Board.  Decisions by the CVR Board are final and may not be appealed.  The CVR office shall review expenditures by award recipients to insure compliance with the provisions of the request.  Recipients shall be required to provide the CVR office with all documentation and receipts requested.

Utah Admin. Code Rule R270-1-26

	Vermont
	BACKGROUND

Vermont law provides compensation to crime victims and their dependents.  The Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services was created and is responsible for strengthening and coordinating programs serving crime victims, promoting the rights and needs of crime victims statewide, administering the victims compensation program, the victims assistance program, and the restitution unit, assisting in the development and administration of other programs and services for crime victims and witnesses, administering the federal VOCA benefits, and serving as a clearinghouse for information regarding victims of crimes.  Vermont Statutes § 13.167.5361.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  However, Vermont’s application requires social security numbers and payments can only be made directly to those victims with social security numbers.  In practice, payments can be made to service providers on the victim’s behalf.  Note:  An official from the Crime Victims Compensation Fund stated that Vermont will soon be amending its application process to eliminate the request for social security numbers.

· The crime must be reported to a law enforcement official. A law enforcement official must have probable cause that a crime has occurred. 

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/statutes2.htm 

http://www.ccvs.state.vt.us/victcomp.html 

The victim or victim’s dependent is eligible for compensation if:

· The victim was injured or killed in a crime committed in Vermont or if the victim was a Vermont resident and the state in which the crime occurred does not have an eligible crime victim’s compensation program and the applicant would have been eligible for compensation if the crime had occurred in Vermont;

· A law enforcement official has filed a report concluding that a crime was committed resulting in injury or death of the victim.

Vermont Statutes §13.167.5353.

A victim is:

· A person who sustains injury or death as a direct result of the crime;

· Someone who intervenes on the crime and is injured or killed in an attempt to assist another victim or the police;

· Surviving immediate family of a homicide victim, including a spouse, domestic partner, parent, sibling, child, grandparent, or survivor who suffer severe emotional harm as the result of the victim’s death; or

· Resident of Vermont who is injured or killed by an act of terrorism committed outside the U.S.

Vermont Statutes §13.167.5351(7).

COMPENSATION

Maximum compensation may not exceed $10,000.  Vermont Statutes §13.167.5356.

Crime victims are eligible to receive the amount of medical or medically-related expenses, loss of wages, and any other expenses which the Vermont Crime Compensation Board feels became necessary as a direct result of the crime, including:

· Medical expenses (including costs of individual or family psychological, psychiatric or mental health counseling; or costs of replacing or repairing eyeglasses, hearing aids, dentures, or prosthetic devices); 

· Mental health counseling: up to 20 sessions with treatment plan, may request extensions at 20-session increments for crime-related symptoms still needing treatment; limit of $70 per individual session; $35 per group session;

· Lost wages/support: $2,000 per month maximum, for not more than 3 months; also may be paid for time lost to attend funeral and criminal proceedings;

· Funerals: (not to exceed $7,000);

· Moving expenses;

· Replacement services;

· Crime-scene cleanup (not to exceed $1,500);

· Travel: 30 cents per mile to obtain medical and counseling assistance; up to $1,500 per person (victims and survivors) for travel expenses, food and lodging to attend court hearings, trial and funeral; and

· Rehabilitation: physical therapy, chiropractic, self-defense classes.

“Unreimbursed loss” means loss (A) which is not covered by medical, hospitalization or disability insurance or workers' compensation; and (B) which has not been ordered by the court to be restored to the victim or dependent by the person who caused the loss; or (C) which has been ordered by the court to be restored to the victim or dependent but has not been paid by the person who caused the loss.  Vermont Statutes §5351(6).  


	TO APPLY

Complete the application for Vermont Crime Victims Compensation and send to:

Victims Compensation Program

Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services

103 South Main Street – Ladd Hall

Waterbury, VT  05671-2001.

http://www.ccvs.state.vt.us/cvcapp/cvcform.pdf 

Vermont Statutes §13.167.5353.

The board will review applications and consider all relevant information.  Vermont Statutes §13.167.5354.

TO APPEAL

An applicant may file a petition with the board for review of the board’s preliminary decision within 30 days of the date on which the notice of its decision is mailed.  The board will either affirm or reverse the preliminary decision, explaining its reasons in writing.  Vermont Statutes §13.167.5355.

Crime victims or their dependents should contact:

Vermont Center for Crime Victim Services 

Victims Compensation Program

58 South Main St., Suite 1

Waterbury, VT 05676-1599

(802) 241-1250

FAX: (802) 241-1253

1-800-750-1213 (in-state only); 

1-800-845-4874 (TTY, in-state only)

	Virginia
	BACKGROUND

The Virginia Workers’ Compensation Commission administers the Virginia Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund.
ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  Although the application for compensation requests a social security number, an official from the CVC Fund program confirmed that an immigrant’s inability to provide a social security number will not affect the immigrant’s eligibility to receive benefits.

· The crime must be reported to law enforcement within 120 hours (5 days) after occurrence unless good cause for the delay is shown.

The following individuals are eligible for compensation:

· A victim who suffers personal physical injury or death as a result of a crime, trying to prevent a crime or apprehending a criminal. If a minor, the claim must be filed by the victim's parent or legal guardian. 

· A parent, grandparent, spouse, sibling or child of a homicide victim who dies as a result of the crime. 

· Any person legally dependent for principal support from a victim who dies as a result of the crime. 

· Any person who takes responsibility for funeral expenses of a homicide victim 

Virginia Code § 19.2-368.4

Applicants may file a claim for compensation if the following conditions are met:

· The crime occurred in Virginia or resulted from an act of foreign terrorism and resulted in physical injury or death; 

· The victim cooperated with law enforcement and was willing to prosecute in court; 

· The value of the claim amounts to at least $100;

· The crime did not involve a motor vehicle accident unless it was a result of a violation of the Drunk Driving Statute or the injuries were intentionally inflicted; and

· A Virginia resident who suffers a compensable crime in a country or territory without compensation program may be eligible. 

http://www.cicf.state.va.us/crime_intro.htm 

COMPENSATION

Benefits are awarded from the Virginia Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund, up to a maximum award of $15,000, for certain unreimbursed losses such as: 

· Medical expenses;

· Wage loss (based on 2/3 of the wages up to a maximum of $600 per week);

· Mental health counseling; 

· Counseling expenses (up to $2,500 for eligible family members of homicide victims);

· Funeral/burial expense (up to $5000); 

· Moving expenses up to $1,000; 

· Crime scene clean-up expenses; 

· Other reasonable and necessary expenses incurred as a result of the crime, such as prescriptions, mileage to doctors, eyeglasses;

· Emergency award of up to $2,000  (Virginia Code § 19.2-368.9);

· Expenses attributable to pregnancy resulting from forcible rape;

· Mental health counseling for family of victim (not to exceed $2500); and 

· other reasonable and necessary expenses resulting from your injury or from the death of a crime victim.

Virginia Code § 19.2-368.11:1

The following benefits are not available:

· Property loss 

· Attorney’s fees 

· Pain and suffering 

Collateral resources include but are not limited to benefits provided by insurance, Social Services, Social Security and employers (sick leave or disability).
For more information see:

http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/victims/documents/victimsWitnessRightsActSummary.pdf 

or

http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/victims/documents/saVictims.pdf 


	TO APPLY

The applicant must file a claim for compensation within one (1) year from the date of the crime in an injury case, the date of victim's death if death is caused by the crime, or the date a minor reaches majority age. 

A Victim of child sexual assault has ten (10) years past the date of their eighteenth (18th) birthday to file. 

A claim can be filed past the one (1) year deadline if "good cause" can be shown. 

Virginia Code § 19.2-368.5

Applications may be obtained from and filed with:
Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund
2201 West Broad St. Suite 207
Richmond, VA 23220

Telephone: (804) 367-1018- Richmond
1-800-552-4007 - Toll-free Statewide

An application also can be obtained from your local Victim/Witness program.

http://www.cicf.state.va.us/cicf_claims_app.doc 

http://www.cicf.state.va.us/crime_intro.htm 

Applicants may contact the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund directly by calling: 

Toll-free statewide ......................(800) 552-4007 

Richmond or out-of-state......... (804) 378-3434 

Or writing:

Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund

11513 Allecingie Parkway

Richmond, Virginia 23235

The National Crime Victim Bar Association provides victims referrals to local attorneys specializing in victim-related litigation. The referral service can be reached at (800) FYI-CALL (394-2255) between 8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m. (EST) Monday through Friday.

TO APPEAL
If an applicant disagrees with the decision, an appeal process is available. Instructions for and assistance with filing an appeal are provided to each applicant.

Virginia Code § 19.2-368.8.

	Washington
	BACKGROUND 

Victims of certain types of crimes may receive compensation from the state if (1) the crime occurred in Washington; or (2) the victim is a Washington resident and the criminal act occurred in a state that does not have a CVC program.  Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.020.

The types of crimes include acts that are punishable as a federal offense comparable to a felony or gross misdemeanor under the laws of the state (e.g., drunk driving, domestic violence, and any crime that results in death or personal injury, including sexual assault).  Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.020.

ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  The Crime Victims Compensation Program does not review the immigration status of victims. 

· The victim must report the crime within one year or within one year of when a report could have reasonably been made.  The victim must cooperate with law enforcement.  Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.00.

A claimant may be the direct victim of the crime, or a survivor if the crime results in a death.  Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.070.

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for:

· Medical, dental, mental health counseling (including STD, AIDS, post coital screening/treatment, if the expenses are related to the crime and there is no other source of reimbursement.);

· Lost wages;

· Partial payment of funeral/burial expenses;

· Rehabilitation (not to exceed $5,000);

· Modification to homes and vehicles to accommodate permanent injuries;

· Limited pension payment if the crime prevents victim from returning to work permanently;

· Limited pension payment to the spouse or child of a deceased victim;

· Permanent partial disability;

· Total temporary disability (not to exceed $15,000);

· Assist law enforcement agency or prosecutor in judicial proceedings relating to the death of the victim, who is not domiciled in Washington at time of request (not to exceed $7,500); and

· Counseling for family members of sexual assault or homicide victims.

Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.070.  

No more than $30,000 shall be awarded as a result of a single injury or death, except for medical aid.  Total awards shall not exceed $40,000 if permanent disability or death occurs.  Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.070(13).

http://www.lni.wa.gov/Forms/pdf/800042af.pdf 

Alien Emergency Medical benefits will also be available if the assault results in a need for emergency medical care, and if income and residency requirements are met.  

	TO APPLY

The victim must complete an application and file it with the Crime Victims Compensation Program.  

Absent good cause, the application must be filed within 2 years from the date the crime was reported or the date the victim turned 18, or within 5 years from the date the crime was reported with good cause.  Wash. Rev. Code § 7.68.060.

Although an application must generally be filed within 2 years of reporting the crime, there is no time limit on how long benefits can be received.

See the following link for more information: 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/ClaimsIns/CrimeVictims/default.asp
http://www.lni.wa.gov/Forms/pdf/800042af.pdf 

http://www.lni.wa.gov/IPUB/800-006-000.pdf 

	West Virginia
	BACKGROUND

West Virginia’s Crime victims Compensation Fund provides compensation to crime victims, relatives of victims, guardians, estate executors, and others who provide payment for expenses related to the crime.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  

· The crime must be reported to law enforcement officials within 72 hours (unless just cause exists).

Eligible persons include:

· A victim who has suffered an injury as a result of a crime;

· Anyone who pays for the medical and/or funeral/burial expenses of a victim;

· A legal guardian of a minor;

· An executor or executrix of the estate of a deceased victim; and

· A spouse or dependent who suffers noneconomic loss due to the death of a victim.

Crimes that may result in personal injury, include:

· Malicious Assault;

· Assault and Battery;

· Child Abuse/Molestation;

· Domestic Violence;

· Driving under the Influence;

· Reckless Driving;

· Vehicle Homicide (Negligent Homicide);

· Murder;

· Other Violent Crimes;

· Robbery;

· Sexual Assault;

· Kidnapping;

· Hunting Accident; and

· Arson.

WV Code 14-2A-3.

To be eligible for compensation, there must be a crime involving personal injury or death, with the following additional requirements:

· The crime must either have occurred in West Virginia, or involved a West Virginia resident injured in another State without a compensation program, or involved a West Virginia resident injured outside the United States as a result of terrorism;

· The claimant must fully cooperate with law enforcement officials;

· The claim must be filed within two years of the date of the incident;

· The victim must suffer a personal injury; and

· There must be an economic loss.

In the case of domestic abuse, a claim resulting from domestic abuse will not be denied solely because the applicant lives with or has lived with the alleged offender of the crime.  

Payments to third party vendors will not be denied based upon a finding that the victim and the offender are maintaining a relationship.  

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Joint/victims/eligibility.cfm 

COMPENSATION

An applicant can be reimbursed for the following types of expenses if they are incurred as a direct result of a crime as long as there are no other sources of reimbursement available:

· Medical/Dental (including physician, hospital, and STD, AIDS, and post coital screening/treatment, if the expenses are related to the crime and there is no other source of reimbursement);

· Mental Health Counseling;

· Lost Wages/Income;

· Funeral/Burial (not to exceed $4,000);

· Lost Support of eligible dependents;

· Rehabilitation;

· Replacement service loss; and

· Mileage to medical treatment facility.

WV Code 14-2A-3(f).

The total of all reimbursement to or on behalf of a victim cannot exceed the maximum allowable benefits as set out below:

Victim Suffers Injury

• Up to $25,000.00

• Medical/Dental

• Mental Health Counseling

• Wage/Income Loss (victim only)

• Mileage to and from medical treatment facility

• Replacement Services

Victim Suffers Death

• Up to $35,000.00

• Medical

• Mental Health Counseling for Dependents

• Noneconomic Loss of Dependents

• Funeral/Burial Expenses up to $4,000.00

WV Code 14-2A-14(g).  

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Joint/victims/eligibility.cfm 

Applicants may also seek assistance from an attorney. Reasonable fees will be paid by the Fund at no cost to the applicant regardless of the outcome of the claim. Attorney’s fees are paid from the Fund, not from awards.  WV Code 14-2A-19.

Persons not eligible to receive compensation include:

· Person who commits the crime;

· Persons who do not cooperate with law enforcement officials or the claim investigator; and

· Persons who are injured while incarcerated.

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Joint/victims/eligibility.cfm 

The following types of losses are not covered under the program:

· Personal property (except medically necessary items such as eyeglasses); and

· Work loss of others (only the victim’s work loss is considered).

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Joint/victims/eligibility.cfm 

By law, the Crime Victims Compensation Fund is the “payer of last resort.” As such, if any other sources of reimbursement are available for the victim’s/applicant’s crime-related losses, such sources must be used before the victim/applicant becomes eligible for reimbursement from the Fund. Victims/applicants have the responsibility to inform the Fund of any reimbursement sources for their losses and are responsible for repayment of any amounts for which it was later determined they were not eligible. Other reimbursement sources that may be available include, but are not limited to:

· Medical/health, dental, or vision insurance;

· Employee sick leave benefits;

· Employee annual leave benefits;

· Public program benefits (Medicaid, Medicare, etc.);

· Workers’ Compensation;

· Unemployment benefits;

· Life insurance over $25,000 and auto insurance;

· Court-ordered restitution; and

· Civil lawsuit recoveries.

WV Code 14-2A-14(f).

For more information please see:

W. Va. Code § 14-2A et. seq. (2006).


	TO APPLY

A Crime Victims Compensation Fund application must be completed. Applications are available upon request by calling the Fund at 1-877-562-6878 (within W.Va. only) or (304) 347-4850. Applications may be obtained from local county prosecuting attorney offices. 

The application for an adult victim (18 years or older at the time of crime) must be filed with the Fund within two years of the crime. 

The application for a minor victim (under 18 year of age at the time of the crime) must be filed with the Fund before the minor’s 20th birthday. 

WV Code 14-2A-10.

After receiving the application and related documentation, the claim is assigned to a claim investigator for review to determine eligibility. This involves verifying all of the information presented in the application. Witnesses to the crime, law enforcement officials, physicians, counselors, hospitals, and employers may be contacted for verification of the information presented. 

Upon completion of the application review process, the claim investigator will file with the Court a Finding of Fact and Recommendation. A copy of the recommendation is sent to the applicant who may file a response within 30 days. 

One of the three Court of Claims judges will review the Finding of Fact and Recommendation, all other documents in the file, and the applicant’s response, if any. The judge will render a decision and a copy of the Order is sent to the applicant. 

In considering an award, the Court will consider the extent to which a payment to the victim will support the offender by paying for the offender’s living expenses, including food, shelter, clothing or entertainment, or the extent to which the payment will substitute for money that the offender otherwise normally would expend for the benefit of the household or its members, so as to avoid unjust enrichment.

WV Code 14-2A-12.

The law requires that awards be made directly to the medical or funeral/burial provider.  WV Code 14-2A-19a.

• Awards are made to the applicant for reimbursement of approved expenses.

• Awards are made to the applicant for approved wage/income losses.

TO APPEAL 

If the applicant disagrees with the judge’s decision, the applicant is given 21 days to request a hearing. Another judge will preside over the appeal hearing, which is the final process. 

See the following link for more information: 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Joint/victims/main.cfm


	Wisconsin
	BACKGROUND

The CVC Program provides sufficient assistance to victims of crime and their families in order to ease their financial burden and to maintain their dignity as they go through a difficult and often traumatic period.

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  “Any person may apply for an award under this chapter.”  W.S.A. 949.04(1).

Although the application requests a Social Security Number, Program officials confirmed that the inability to provide a social security number on the application will not, in and of itself, affect an immigrant’s ability to receive benefits.

Further, the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Inc. Information Sheet states that undocumented immigrants are eligible for compensation in the event of sexual assault.  

· The crime must be reported to law enforcement within five days of the date of the crime.

Additional compensable acts include:

· Preventing or attempting to prevent the commission of a crime; 

· Apprehending or attempting to apprehend a suspected criminal;

· Aiding or attempting to aid a police officer to apprehend or arrest a suspected criminal; and

· Aiding or attempting to aid a victim of a crime specified in par.  

W.S.A. 949.03.

Crimes are defined as “conduct prohibited by state law and punishable by fine or imprisonment or both.”  W.S.A. 939.12

COMPENSATION

Awards will not be more than $40,000 for any one injury or death.  W.S.A 949.06(2).

· Medical treatment (including medical, surgical, dental, optometric, chiropractic, podiatric, hospital care; medicine; medical, dental and surgical supplies, crutches, artificial members, appliance and training in use of artificial members and appliances);

· Mental health (see application for compensation);

· Work loss (including homemaker, in an amount sufficient to ensure that the duties and responsibilities are continued until the victim is able to resume the responsibilities);

· Replacement of clothing and bedding that is held for evidentiary purposes (up to $300), or is rendered unusable as a result of crime lab testing (up to $200;

· Funeral and burial expenses (up to $2000);

· Emergency compensation (up to $500);

· Attorney’s fees;

· Dependent’s economic loss; and

· Cleaning crime scene (up to $1000).  

W.S.A. 949.06, 949.10, and 949.14.

Any award made under the program will be reduced by the amount received from another source (for example, from the insurance company, public funds, emergency award, person who committed the crime).  W.S.A. 949.06(f)(3).

Personal property and pain and suffering are not compensated under the program.  http://www.doj.state.wi.us/cvs/documents/CVCompensation/CVCApplication.pdf 


	TO APPLY

Application for reimbursement must be made within one year from the date of injury or death.  If the crime is not reported within 5 days or the application is not filed within one year from the date of the crime, attach a written explanatory statement to the application.  W.S.A. 949.08. 

The Wisconsin department of justice will prescribe application forms for awards and will provide them to law enforcement agencies. W.S.A 949.04(2).

Applicants should submit reports from all treating providers who treated or examined the victim at the time of or subsequent to the victim’s injury or death.  W.S.A. 949.04(3).

For additional information:

http://www.doj.state.wi.us/cvs/documents/CVCompensation/CVCApplication.pdf
Crime Victim Compensation Program

P.O. Box 7951

Madison, WI 53707

(608) 264-9497 or

(800) 446-6564



	Wyoming
	ELIGIBILITY

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  Although the application for compensation requests social security numbers, immigrants will not be turned away if they do not have a Social Security Number.  Rather, the auditor will assign them a number for purposes of tracking compensation benefits.

· The crime must be reported to law enforcement as soon as possible.

Persons eligible to receive benefits include:

· A victim of a crime who has suffered physical injury or is killed as a result of:

· a “criminal act” of another person;

· trying to stop a person committing a crime;

· trying to help a law enforcement officer;

· trying to help a victim of a crime; or

· a federal crime occurring in Wyoming;

· Families and dependents of deceased victims;

· Persons who are authorized to act on behalf of victims;

· Wyoming residents injured or killed by an act of terrorism committed outside the U.S.;

· Family members who are Wyoming residents and who have suffered a pecuniary loss as a result of a terrorist attack in the U.S., regardless of the actual victim’s residency;

· Wyoming residents who are victims of a crime of terrorism occurring in another state which would have been compensable if it had occurred in Wyoming and who suffer a pecuniary loss;

· Children who witness violent crimes against adults;

· Spouses residing with sexual assault victims;

· Household members of minor victims; and

· Household members of homicide victims.

Household members means: persons married to each other; persons living with each other; persons formerly married to each other; persons formerly living with each other as if married; parents and their adult children; other adults sharing common living quarters; and persons who are the parents of a child but who are not living together.

http://vssi.state.wy.us/documents/cvcAssocVInstr.pdf
Wy. Stat. § 1-40-102

In order to be eligible for compensation benefits:

· The crime must have occurred in Wyoming or in state that does not have a Crime Victims Compensation program or the crime was an act of terrorism; 
· The victim or claimant must fully cooperate in the investigation and prosecution of the crime;
· The claim must be filed within one (1) year of the injury or death;
· Federal crime victims are eligible to apply for compensation whether or not the crime falls under tribal, state or federal jurisdiction;
· No portion of the compensation shall benefit the offender in any way; and
· A victim whose own misconduct either caused or contributed to the criminal attack could be reduced or denied compensation.
Wy. Stat.§§ 1-40-102, 1-40-106.
The following persons are not eligible to receive compensation benefits:

· The offender and/or accomplice;
· A victim convicted of a felony after applying for compensation;
· An individual who is a victim of a criminal attack while confined in a prison or other correctional facility at the time of the crime;
· A victim whose expenses are paid entirely by other sources;
· Victims of monetary or property loss; and
· Victims seeking compensation only for pain and suffering.
Wy. Stat 1-40-106, Wy. Stat. §§ 1-40-110(d), and http://vssi.state.wy.us/documents/cvcPrimAppInstr.pdf 

Victims of a criminal act may be able to receive compensation benefits.  A “criminal act" means an act committed or attempted in this state, including an act of domestic violence, which constitutes a crime as defined by the laws of this state or an act of terrorism, committed outside the United States, and which results in actual bodily injury, or actual mental harm, or death to the victim. No act involving the operation of a motor vehicle, boat or aircraft which results in injury or death constitutes a crime for the purpose of this act unless the injury or death was recklessly or intentionally inflicted through the use of the vehicle, boat or aircraft, or unless the act constitutes a violation of under Wyoming’s law on driving under the influence of alcohol.  Wy. Stat. §§ 1-40-102.
COMPENSATION

Maximum award may be up to $15,000. Compensation paid to an associated victim is included in the primary victim’s cap of $15,000.

· Medical, dental and hospital services (including dental and prosthetic devices, eyeglasses, or other corrective lenses, STD screening, pregnancy testing, DNA testing, and services rendered in accordance with any method of healing as recognized by the state of Wyoming);

· Mental health and counseling care;

· Funeral/burial expenses (not to exceed $5,000);

· Loss of earnings (not to exceed $500/month);

· Loss of support to dependents, including home maintenance and day care;

· Homemaker replacement services loss;

· Eyeglasses, corrective lenses, dental and other prosthetic devices;

· Relocation services (including U-Haul rental, gas, mileage, and per diems); 

· Emergency award (not to exceed $1,000); and

· Other expenses incurred as a result of the crime (including crime scene cleanup and travel costs).

Wy. Stat. §§ 1-40-102; 1-40-109, and 1-40-110.

http://www.cispark.org/CommonQuestions/commonquestions.htm 

Victims of catastrophic injury, the permanent disability of limbs or functions as a result of being a victim of a crime, are eligible for additional compensation (exceeding the maximum $15,000 award) up to $10,000 to cover future lost wages, special medical needs and any other special assistance needed as a result of the injury. The additional award may be made only for losses and expenses occurring within twenty-four (24) months after the date of the injury.  Wy. Stat. §§ 1-40-109(e).


Associated victims may be eligible for compensation with regard to counseling (not to exceed $1,500) and economic losses (including, but not limited to, mileage, food, lodging, and loss of earnings).  These expenses may be reimbursed if they were incurred by the associated victim due to the death or injury of the primary victim. 

Insurance benefits must be used first, as well as other sources such as sick or vacation leave from an employer, disability insurance, worker’s compensation and social security.  Wy. Stat. §§ 1-40-110(d).

http://vssi.state.wy.us/cvcAssoc.asp?heading=Associated%20Victim%20Compensation 

For additional information:  

Crime Victim Compensation Program

Herschler Building

122 W. 25th

1st Floor West

Cheyenne, WY  82002

(307) 777-7200

(888) 996-8816

Ask for Jean or Dick

http://vssi.state.wy.us/cvcFAQ.asp?heading=Crime%20Victim%20Compensation%20-%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions 

http://vssi.state.wy.us/documents/cvcAssocVInstr.pdf 


	TO APPLY

The Attorney General, Division of Victim Services, will review applications and make a ruling.

Primary victims must fill out an application.  Applications are available at local law enforcement agencies, domestic violence/sexual assault agencies, prosecuting attorney’s offices, and victim assistance agencies.  Applications are also available by calling the Division of Victim Services at (307) 777-7200 (you may call collect) or by visiting http://vssi.state.wy.us/cvcPrim.asp?heading=Primary%20Victim%20Compensation
If associated victims are going to seek associated victim benefits, they do not need to complete a separate application (e.g., parents of minor children, survivors of homicide, caretakers of incompetent victims).  If the associated victims are people other than the claimant, then they must also complete the Associated Victim Application (e.g., siblings or other household members, children who witness a violent crime being committed against an adult).

The division staff will review the application and conduct an investigation to verify all of the information.  Law enforcement, witnesses, service providers, employers, etc. will be contacts to substantiate the application.  Application processing usually takes a minimum of 90 days.

After conducting a hearing, the division will notify applicants of the amount of the award.  If an award is reduced or denied, the reason will be provided in writing.  Wy. Stat. § 1-40-108.

Applicants may apply for emergency compensation (to cover basic, survival needs), which can be awarded within a shorter period of time, usually 10 working days.  No appeals are granted on emergency claims.  Wy. Stat. § 1-40-111

http://vssi.state.wy.us/cvcPrim.asp?heading=Primary%20Victim%20Compensation
TO APPEAL 

Applicants have the right to request an appeal of a claim reduction or denial within 30 days of receipt of the decision.  Appeals must be in writing, state the reasons why the applicant disagrees with the decision, and provide additional information for review.



	Territories
	
	

	Guam
	BACKGROUND

In Guam, a victim of certain types of crime may receive compensation if injured or killed by any act or omission of another person.  The types of crimes include aggravated murder, murder, manslaughter, aggravated assault, assault, kidnapping, felonious restraint, child stealing, custodial interference, criminal sexual conduct in the first, second, third or fourth degree, assault with intent to commit criminal sexual conduct, driving under the influence of alcohol or controlled substances, conviction involving a child, vehicular negligence, vehicular homicide, drinking while driving a motor vehicle upon any highway, stalking, and family violence.  9 Guam Code Ann. § 86.55 (1998).

ELIGIBILITY

· There are no restrictions based on immigration status.

· The Commission requires that the crime has been reported to the police “without undue delay.”

8 Guam Code Annotated § 161.50 (2006)

A victim may be the direct victim of the crime, or a survivor if the crime results in a death.

COMPENSATION

Compensation is provided for: 

· expenses actually and reasonably incurred as a result of the injury or death of the victim;

· loss to the victim of earning power as a result of total or partial incapacity;

· pecuniary loss to the dependents of the deceased victim;

· pain and suffering; and 

· any other pecuniary loss directly result from the injury or death of the victim which the Commission determines to be reasonable and proper. 

There is a $10,000 limit on any award.  9 Guam Code Ann. § 86.60 (1998).

The same benefits may apply, in the discretion of the Commission, to private citizens who incur injury or property damage in preventing the commission of a crime within Guam, in apprehending a person who has committed a crime within Guam, or in materially assisting a peace officer who is engaged in the prevention or attempted prevention of such a crime or the apprehension or attempted apprehension of such a person.  9 Guam Code Ann. § 86.75 (1998).

Medical expenses to be reimbursed include STD, AIDS, and  post coital screening/treatment or pre-natal care.  The limit is $70,000.  The expenses must be related to the crime.  Reimbursement is not available if there is another source of reimbursement.


	TO APPLY

An application must be filed with the Criminal Injuries Compensation Commission.  The Guam Code does not set forth the process to receive compensation. 

An application must generally be filed within 1 year.  There is no time limit on how long benefits can be received.

TO APPEAL

The Commission may, on its own motion or upon application of

any person disagrees with an order/decision of the Commission, reconsider the order/decision and revoke, confirm and verify it, based on the findings of the Commission.

Any person adversely affected by the order/decision of the Commission on the sole ground that the order or decision was in excess of the Commission’s authority or jurisdiction, shall have a right of appeal to the Superior Court, if the appeal is filed with the Commission within 30 days after receiving such order/decision. Otherwise, orders/decisions of the Commission shall be conclusive and not subject to judicial review.

Office of the Attorney General

The Justice Building 

287 West O'Brien Drive 

Hagatna, GU 96910 

USA

phone: (671) 475-3324     

fax: (671) 472-2493     

email: law@guamattorneygeneral.com

	Puerto Rico
	ELIGIBILITY 

· While the law does not appear to place any restriction on the immigration status of the victim, the instructions to the application form require evidence of legal residence, and a copy of a social security card.

· The victim must report to the officers of public law and order the commission of the criminal conduct within ninety-six (96) hours following the delinquent act, unless there is just cause for the delay.

The following victims of crime may receive compensation:

· legal residents of Puerto Rico;

· nonresident persons if their resident jurisdiction does not provide for compensation under a Federal Crime Victims Compensation Act;

· persons related to the victim by legal or consensual ties, consanguinity or affinity up to the second degree or who depend on the victim for more than 50% of his/her subsistence expenses; and

· persons suffering from acts of terrorism under certain circumstances.  25 L.P.R.A. §981.

The compensable crimes or attempted crimes are: murder; homicide; involuntary manslaughter; rape (sexual aggression); kidnapping; lascivious acts; child stealing; domestic violence; child abuse, aggravated robbery; battery in the third degree and any equivalent federal crime. 25 L.P.R.A. §981(d) and Law No. 3 of 2006.

The victim must cooperate with the corresponding authorities in the phases of solving and prosecuting the persons responsible for the commission of the crime.  The continuous availability of the victim will be verified through reports filed by the officers to the Crime Victims Compensation Office.

COMPENSATION

The compensation payable depends on the date of the crime: 

· Crimes committed before 21 August 03 receive a maximum of $3,000 per person and $5,000 per family; 

· crimes committed between 21 August 03 and 04 January 06 receive a maximum of $4,000 person and $6,000 per family; 

· crimes committed after 05 January 06 receive a maximum of $6,000 per person, $15,000 per family and $25,000 for catastrophic or permanent injury.  

Compensation is provided for:

· Expenses incurred for medical treatment, including chiropractic, rehabilitation, hospitalization services and medical care, including ambulance service, medication, medical equipment, prosthetics, eyeglasses, dental prosthetics and transportation expenses for medical appointments and treatments;

· Expenses for psychological, psychiatrical treatment, including transportation and medical expenses; and

· Income the victims would have earned if he/she had not suffered the injury.

Death benefits include: 

· Expenses for funeral services, burial or cremation ($1,000 for crimes committed before 21 August 03; $1,500 for crimes committed between 21 August 03 and  04 January 06; $3,000 for crimes committed after 05 January 06);

· Medical, chiropractic, rehabilitation treatment, hospitalization services and medical care; ambulance service, medications, medical equipment, prosthetics, eye-glasses and dental prosthetics incurred prior to the death of the victim;  (1) Crimes committed before 21 August 03 receive a maximum of $3,000 per person and $5,000 per family; (2) crimes committed between 21 August 03 and 04 January 06 receive a maximum of $4,000 person and $6,000 per family; (3) crimes committed after 05 January 06 receive a maximum of $6,000 per person, $15,000 per family;

· Psychological and psychiatric expenses for the treatment of certain surviving claimants of the victim, up to $500 if the crime was committed between 21 August 03 and 04 January 06 and up to $1,000 if the crime was committed after 05 January 06; and

· Loss of support of up to $500 if the crime was committed between 21 August 03 and 04 January 06 and up to $1,000 if the crime was committed after 05 January 06 for certain surviving claimants;  25 L.P.R.A. §981(h) and Law No. 3 of 2006.

See compensation table:  

www.justicia.gobierno.pr/rs_template/v2/CompVic/CV_Tabla.html 

Deductions on compensation may be made if the victim or dependants have received compensation from another source.  25 L.P.R.A. §981(i).  Mental anguish and suffering are not compensable. 25 L.P.R.A. §981(h).

Funding comes from both the state and federal government.


	TO APPLY

The victim must: 

· complete an application and file it with the Crime Victims Compensation Office; and

· claim the benefits within six (6) months following the date of the commission of the crime, unless there is just cause.  25 L.P.R.A. §981(f) and (g) and Law 3 of 2006.

A minor or disabled claimant must be represented by his/her parents, custodian or guardian. 25 L.P.R.A. §981(g).

The application should include all medical reports available regarding the injury and any other information required by regulations.  25 L.P.R.A. §981(g).

The application should be accompanied by the following information:  

(a) photo I.D. of the victim and claimant;

(b) copy of the social security card(s) of the victim and claimant;

(c) birth certificate or passport; evidence of legal residence of the victim or claimant, if an alien;

(d) marriage or death certificate, as applicable;

(e) evidence of loss of income;

(f) evidence of compensatory benefits received from any other source;

(g) medical evidence of the incapacity of the victim to work;

(h) police report of the crime;

(i) other documents to evidence expenses incurred as a result of the crime.

In an emergency, where the victim’s physical injury is obvious, the Office may relax the requirement for the victim to file an application, until the victim’s emergent needs have been attended to.

See website for forms and instructions:

www.justicia.gobierno.pr/rs_template/v2/CompVic/CV_TDoc.html 



	Virgin Islands
	BACKGROUND

The Crime Victims Compensation Program provides public compensation to certain eligible persons.

ELIGIBILITY 

· There are no eligibility restrictions based on immigration status.  In 1978, the following provision was deleted from the Code: "Provided, however, that no person who is not a citizen of the United States or who is not an immigrant alien admitted to the United States for permanent residence under the pertinent provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended (8 U.S.C. §§ 1101 et seq.) may apply for or receive compensation under the provisions of this chapter;"  

· In order to receive compensation, the criminal offense or act of domestic violence giving rise to the claim must be reported to the Police Department or other appropriate law enforcement agency within twenty-four (24) hours of its occurrence.

Eligible victims include:

· Victims of a criminal act;

· Any person who is responsible for the maintenance or care of the victim and who has incurred expenses as a result of injury to or the death of the victim; and

· The estate or any dependents of the victim may apply for compensation, in the case of the death of the victim.  

Virgin Islands Code 34.7.161

· The victim was injured or killed by any act that constitutes a criminal offense which is a felony or aggravated assault and battery or domestic violence; 

· The victim was injured or killed while attempting to prevent the commission of a criminal offense; 

· The victim was injured or killed by an act or omission that constitutes a criminal offense had it occurred in the Virgin Islands but which occurred in a state, territory, or possession of the United States of America which does not have a CVC program; 

· The victim was injured or killed while attempting to prevent the commission of a criminal offense but which occurred in a state, territory, or possession of the United States of America which does not have a CVC program;

· The victim was injured or killed by an act of terrorism committed outside of the United States.

Virgin Islands Code 34.7.161 and 162.

CVIR 34-007-000, Sec. 161-A and 161-B (2006).

COMPENSATION 

Maximum award is $25,000.  Virgin Island Code 34.7.164.

Applicants may apply for:

· Lost income (resulting from total or partial disability resulting from the injury equal to two-thirds (2/3) of the difference between earnings (or earning power, if the victim was not employed) at the time when the injury occurred, and the wages, if any earned by the victim during disability);

· Medical expenses (including examinations for sexual assault and treatment for venereal disease) [Virgin Islands Code 34.8.206];

· Mental Health counseling (10 sessions at $75 per session);

· Replacement services;

· Travel (in extraordinary circumstances transportation can be paid but requires a medical referral);

· Pain and suffering (not to exceed $5,000);

· Pecuniary losses ($20,000 to the spouse of the deceased victim and $5,000 for each dependent minor child or other dependent of the deceased victim for pecuniary losses); 

· Emergency benefits pending final decision in the case (not to exceed $500);

· Attorney's fees to be deducted from the award and not to be paid in addition to an award - two percent (2%) of any recovery under $ 1,000 or five percent (5%) of any recovery over $ 1,000 for legal expenses; and 

· Burial expenses (not to exceed $2,500).  

CVIR 34-007-000, Sec. 161-B, Section 163-A and Virgin Island Code 34.7.163.  

http://www.nacvcb.org/progdir/virginislands.html 

Compensation awards will be reduced by:

· Moneys received by the applicant from the offender, person on behalf of the offender, from public or private source (other than insurance on victim’s life); and

· Collateral source payments.

Virgin Islands Code 34.7.165. 
	TO APPLY

Applications should be completed and filed with the Executive Secretary within two (2) years after the personal injury or death occurs.  In addition, applicants must file a notice of intention to file an application given to the Commission within ninety (90) days of the occurrence of the criminal offense, or act of domestic violence.

CVIR 34-007-000, Sec. 161-A and 161-B (2006).

TO APPEAL

In order to obtain reconsideration by the Commission of an order, the applicant must file a written request for reconsideration with the Executive Secretary within one calendar year after the issuance of the order.

Virgin Islands Code 34.7.166.

The contact information:

Knud Hanson Complex, Building A

1303 Hospital Ground

Charlotte Annalie, VI 00802

(340) 774-0930, ext. 4104

FAX: (340) 774-3466 




�	Qualified immigrants include: (1) LPRs, including Amerasian immigrants; (2) refugees, asylees, persons granted withholding of deportation/removal, conditional entry, or paroled into the U.S. for at least one year; (3) Cuban/Haitian entrants; and (4) battered spouses and children with a pending or approved (a) self-petition for an immigrant visa, or (b) immigrant visa filed for a spouse or child by a U.S. citizen or LPR, or (c) application for cancellation of removal/suspension of deportation, whose need for benefits has a substantial connection to the battery or cruelty.  Parent/child of such battered child/spouse are also qualified.


� 	Non-qualified immigrants include (1) undocumented immigrants; (2) U-visa holders; (3) other immigrants formerly considered “permanently residing under color of law” (PRUCOL); and (4) immigrants with temporary status such as tourists and students.








The information contained in this chart is based upon a review of the statutes and regulations of jurisdictions published before June 1, 2006, as well as interpretive advice obtained from representatives of various state agencies.  State officials contacted for this survey may take the position that their views are unofficial and therefore non-binding. 
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