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1) Mayra is a 26-year old national from Mexico who entered without inspection at age 5.  When she was 15 years old, her mother married an LPR who abused her mother.  After enduring 5 years in the abusive household, Mayra left home and moved in with her boyfriend Juan, who started battering Mayra when she became pregnant with their child.  During an incident of abuse, the neighbors heard Mayra screaming and called the police.  When they arrived, Mayra described the incident to the police officer, but fearing that she would get deported, she did not appear at the hearing on the domestic violence charge.  The charge was amended to misdemeanor battery.  Juan pled no contest and was convicted of battery.  For what relief, if any, is Mayra eligible?  How would you approach requesting certification from law enforcement?

2) Samuel is an 18-year-old national of Guatemala who is in a juvenile detention facility for truancy and marijuana possession offenses.  He has no family in the U.S.  While in detention a probation staff member in her mid-30’s offered him alcohol and had sexual relations with him.  She was subsequently convicted of statutory rape.  Samuel has difficulty trusting women in their 30’s and becomes extremely anxious if left alone in a room with a woman in this age range.  Is Samuel eligible for relief?  What if Samuel reported that he consented to the sexual relations?     

3) Raul and Julia are nationals from Mexico who have been in the U.S. for 11 years.  They are monolingual Spanish speakers.  They are married and have 2 US citizen daughters, ages 5 and 7.  The daughters are bilingual, average students who are in good health.  Last year the couple went to Amigos R US Legal Services where a man named Eduardo told them they qualify for work permits and charged them $4,000 to file an asylum application to be paid in monthly installments of $500.  Eduardo did not translate the application into Spanish and told them they that were signing work permit applications.  At the asylum interview, they explained to the officer that they were not afraid to go to Mexico, but did not want to return because they would not be able to support their family.  The asylum office referred to the matter Immigration Court and it was not until the couple appeared before the Immigration Judge (without an attorney per Eduardo’s advice) that they learned that an asylum application was filed on their behalf.    

The family suffered a serious financial strain from having to make the monthly payments to Amigos R US and they experienced severe psychological harm as a result of being tricked into signing applications for a form of relief for which they are not eligible and, as a consequence, risk deportation.   Julia started having recurring nightmares, anxiety attacks, and ultimately sought counseling from a mental health clinic to help her deal with the trauma.  With the assistance of an attorney from a reputable non-profit, Raul and Julia reported their victimization to the police, and a detective is working with the DA’s office on an investigation of perjury allegations against Eduardo.   The Immigration Judge instructed Raul and Julia to obtain counsel and they are scheduled to return to Immigration Court for a status hearing next month.  For what relief, if any, are Raul and Julia eligible?  How would you advise them?        

4) Antelma and her daughter, Miriam, age 19, are nationals of El Salvador.  While Antelma’s son, Jesus, was waiting at a bus stop with Miriam and Antelma, Jesus was fatally shot by gang members who were in a gun battle with a Los Angeles County Police Officer.  A Los Angeles County Police Detective obtained S visas for Antelma and Miriam as they were designated material witnesses in the case against the gang members for the murders of the police officer and Jesus.  Are Antelma and Miriam eligible for relief once the S visa expires?  Explain.  
