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STATEMENT OF SUPPORT
LEGAL MOMENTUM APPLAUDS HOUSE COMMITTEE AND CHAIR

ON PUBLIC HEARINGS TO EXAMINE PUBLIC HEALTH EVIDENCE 
ON HARMFUL ABSTINENCE-ONLY PROGRAMS


NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON D.C., April 23, 2008 – Legal Momentum, the nation’s oldest legal advocacy organization dedicated to advancing the rights of women and girls, applauds the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and Chairman Henry Waxman for today’s hearing examining federally funded abstinence-only programs. “Abstinence-only programs do worse than waste taxpayer dollars,” said Legal Momentum Interim President Jennifer K. Brown.  “By misinforming students and presenting gender stereotypes as facts, these programs actually harm young people, and particularly endanger the health of women and girls.”

The hearing comes amid ominous portents about the long-range impact of abstinence-only programs, which prohibit information about condoms or other contraceptives except to discuss failure rates.  According to new data from the federal Centers for Disease Control, one in four female adolescents aged 14-19 has a sexually transmitted infection, and in 2005-2006, teen birthrates actually increased 3% after fourteen years of steady decline.  Despite consistent evidence demonstrating the ineffectiveness of abstinence-only programs, as well as mounting evidence of their harmful effects, these programs continue to receive unprecedented and increasing levels of government funding each year.

“If Congress listens to the public health experts who testify at this hearing, it will have to act, by shifting funding from failed abstinence-only programs to comprehensive sex education that gives young people the tools they need for healthy decision-making during their teen years and throughout their lives,” Brown concluded.

In February 2008, Legal Momentum released Sex, Lies & Stereotypes: How Abstinence-Only Programs Harm Women and Girls (available for download at www.legalmomentum.org).  The report – which was the subject of a February 26 Capitol Hill briefing – is the most comprehensive examination to date of the nature and extent of federally funded abstinence-only programs.


The Sex, Lies & Stereotypes report:

· Documents the scientific evidence that abstinence-only programs fail to positively change teens’ sexual behavior. 

· Explores how abstinence-only programs can exacerbate the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections, as well as increase unplanned pregnancies in the teen years and later in life.  

· Highlights how abstinence-only programs particularly target women and girls with biased and misleading information about contraception and abortion and scare tactics aimed at young women.

· Exposes abstinence-only programs’ reliance on gender stereotypes that portray girls as naturally chaste and caste them as the gatekeepers of rampant male sexuality, and that endorse homophobic sentiments as fact.  

· Shows how these programs fail to genuinely address critical issues such as sexual behavior, sexual orientation, and sexual violence or coercion.

About Legal Momentum
Founded in 1970 as the NOW Legal Defense and Education Fund, Legal Momentum is the nation's oldest legal advocacy organization dedicated to advancing the rights of women and girls. Legal Momentum is a leader in establishing litigation and public policy strategies to secure equality and justice for women.
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