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 The Violence Against Women Act of
1994 and 2000: Immigration Protections
for Battered Immigrants
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The Violence Against Women Act of
1994 (VAWA), included as part of the Vio-
lent Crime Control Act of 1994, was the

. specifically designed to help curb domes-
tic violence. VAWA''s overarching goals
_were to enhance the justice system pro-
tection for battered women and to expand
collaboration and cooperation between
battered women's supportive services and
the criminal and civil justice systems. Addi-
tionally, VAWA included special protec-

~ abused by U.S. citizen or lawful perma-
nent resident spouses or parents.

Congressional Intent

‘When VAWA was enacted in 1994,
Congress viewed itas “an essential step in
forging a national consensus that our
society will not tolerate violence against

" women" (S. Rep. No. 138, at 41-42)., Con-
gress found that abuse is a serious chron-

. ic problem and one that is national in
scope. An estimated 16 to 36% of women
are physically abused by a male partner
at some point in their lives (Avis). Con-

first piece of federal legislation in the U.S.,

tions for immigrant women and children.

(S. Rep. No. 188, at 87). Surgeon Gen-
erals have repeatedly warned that fami-
Iyviolence posed the single largest health
threat to adult women (Id. at4142). One
million women each year seek medical
attention for injuries committed by male

_partners (Id. at41; S. Rep. No. 545, at37).

One-fifth of all reported aggravated
assaults involving bodily injury happened
in domestic relationships (Staff on the
Senate Comm.,, at 32). Between 20 and
85% of women seeking medical care in
emergency rooms in America are there
because of domestic violence. On.e-third
of all women who are murdered die at
the hands of husbands or boyfriexds (S.
Rep. No. 138, at 41).

Furthermore, Congress recognized
that immigration laws were one partofa
larger failure to address the issue of
domestic violence. The House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on the Judicia-
ry found that domestic battery problems
are “terribly exacerbated in marriages
where one spouse is not a citizen and the
non-citizen's legal status depends on his
or her marriage to the abuser” (EL. Rep.

ional reports noted thatin 1991at  No. 895, at41), because it places control
least 21,000 domestic crimes against  entirelyin hands of the citizen or lawful
women were reported to the policeevery  permanent resident. A battered spouse
- week, and that unreported domestic may be deterred from taking action to
crimes were estimated to be more than  protect herself, such as filing for a civil
three times the level of reported crimes See VAWA, next page
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