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Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse:
90-Minute Module for Criminal Court Judges
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Overview
Presenting the 90 Minute Module for Criminal Court Judges

In 2008 the National Judicial Education Programlighled a web course/resource entitled
Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating Thiddtin Dimension of Domestic Violence
Casesavailable atvww.njep-ipsacourse.orgrunded by the State Justice Institute and the
Department of Justice, Office on Violence Againsiién, registration for the web course is
free and open to all.

The web course was prompted by recent researchmaating that sexual abuse ranging from
verbal degradation to torture is widespread indiimestic violence context, and that forced sex
in addition to physical violence is a leading iratmr of potential lethality for victims and their
children. Thus, knowing whether there is sexualalband forced sex in a violent relationship is
a key factor in risk assessment, in decision-makirgvil, criminal, family, juvenile and

probation cases, and in custody and visitationrdetations. The justice system needs strategies
that encourage victims to disclose intimate partesual abuse and resources for effective
offender dispositions and management.

To make this information known to as many judgep@ssible, it is important to integrate it into
in-person judicial education as an introductiothi® issue of co-occurring sexual abuse and
domestic violence and to the thirteen-module walrsm which covers many more topics than
can be addressed in an in-person program.

This module contains materials and resources 8f-minute program which can either be
presented on its own or integrated into a variéjydicial education programming, such as:

» Domestic Violence programs
» Sexual Assault programs

e  Child Abuse programs

e Child Sexual Abuse programs

* Evidence programs
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Learning Objectives

As a result of this short module participants will:

* Understand the dynamics of intimate partner seabate, the impact on victims, offender
behavior, and the implications for criminal courts.

* Recognize the heightened risk of injury and deatié victim, her children and the
community when intimate partner sexual abuse &tof in a domestic violence case.

* ldentify and excuse jurors who cannot be impamiaases of intimate partner or marital
rape.

» Differentiate between sex that is freely consemteanhd acquiescence from fear to avoid
escalating violence.

» Determine when to admit expert testimony aboutnate partner sexual abuse.

» Set sentences reflecting the gravity of the crithe ,impact on the victim, and the risk posed
by the defendant.

» Assess the capability of batterer intervention sexi offender programs to address intimate
partner sexual abuse.

» Evaluate how, within the code of judicial condyatijges can be leaders in developing an
effective justice system and community responsetimate partner sexual abuse.

Components of this Module

In addition to this Faculty Manual, componentsho$ tmodule are:
1. PowerPoint Slides with Suggested Commentary
2. PowerPoint Slides Template for State-Specific Adaphs
3. Resources CD for Participants
4. Handouts for Participants

5. CD Labels and Binder Cover
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Curriculum Length

This is a 90-minute PowerPoint presentation famaral court judges with time for questions
and answers as the program moves along.

Planning the Program

Judges and judicial educators wishing to presemttegrate thigntimate Partner Sexual Abuse
module into other judicial education programs stquién as follows. Allow time for:

» Selecting the faculty

* Adapting the material to local law and practiceyetessary

» Deciding whether to use the Survivor Video Clipsciéed below
* Preparing the Resources CD for Participants

* Preparing the Handouts for Participants

Sample 90-Minute Agenda for Criminal Court Judges

1:00 — 2:30 Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating the Hidden Dimension
of Domestic Violence Cases

Presentations by Judicial and Expert Faculty witk & during each

presentation
1:00 — 1:20: Introduction: Your State’s Marital Rapaw and the Intimate Partner
Sexual Abuse Continuum of Conduct
1:20 — 1:50: The Unique Victim Impact of Maritaldhimtimate Partner Rape
1:50 — 2:10: Offenders: Partners as Property apdiagon Sexual Assault
2:10-2:30: Implications for Risk Assessment
2:30: Closing
Faculty

For this 90-minute program include an expert oniwis, an expert on offenders and a judge to
moderate the program.
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Suggested Introduction to the Module: Survivor Vid® Clip and Transcript

This four-minute video clip is drawn from the Defpaent of Justice, Office of Victims of Crime
DVD Victim Impact: Listen and Learand is provided in the electronic presentationemialis

The clip is excerpted from an interview with a suov of intimate partner sexual abuse and
nearly lethal domestic violence. She states thas#xual abuse was even more emotionally
destructive than the physical abuse because dfdtrayal of trust. The sexual abuse, she states,
“...was probably the most painful, and still probatiig, the hardest to get past.”

If you have the software and A/V equipment, witleaers, to show this video clip, it is a very
effective way to begin this module.

It is useful to also distribute the transcript lo¢ excerpt so that program participants fully grasp
the impact of intimate partner sexual abuse. Taestript is available on the CD for this module
and on the National Judicial Education Program ®Xwebsiteywww.njep.org To access the
transcript and any other materials for this moddevell as any of NJEP’s other resources, click
on “Sexual Assault Resources.” On the Sexual As§gources page, click on the “Resources
Available for Download” link which will direct yoto the registration and login page for NJEP’s
materials for in-person education, where you wiiltifthis module. Registration is free and will
provide you with a username and password that yibuneed to gain access to this section of the
website.

Suggested Presentation of the Survivor Video Clip

Read the transcript of Rebel's statement so yowknmbat is in the four minute video clip.

Commentary
* To begin our program | am going to introduce yoa ipoung woman named Rebel. She
is a survivor of intimate partner sexual abuse ragarly lethal domestic violence. This

video clip is an excerpt from her interview in a D\¥¢reated by the Department of
Justice, Office for Victims of Crime callédictim Impact: Listen and Learn.

* [Show the four-minute video cljp.

Debrief the Participants

» After you show the video clip, ask the group fagithresponse.
If the following points do not emerge from the gromake them yourself:

o Did the participants note Rebel’s statement thatlisband’s sexual abuse was
more devastating that his death threats?

0 Was this statement surprising to them?
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Commentary After the Discussion

» This program will address both the severe impaattohate partner sexual abuse and its
significant implication for all kinds of risk assgsent.

» The co-occurring physical and sexual violence tactviiRebel was subjected is not
unusual. Research documents that a woman subjedbeth physical and sexual abuse
is seven times more likely to be killed than a woman subjected to physical violence alone.
Rebel reports that her abuser, “threatened to haxilled.”

* When there is sexual abuse in the domestic violeangext, the risk of physical and
sexual violence escalating to lethality is not gnbged to the victim, but also to others,
including her children. This risk should be consadkwhen making decisions about
custody and visitation.

Adapting the Curriculum to Your State or Jurisdicti on

To adapt the curriculum for your state or jurisihiot

» Determine which state statutes, court rules anal lo@ctices are relevant and whether
you want to include them on your PowerPoint sligied in your handouts.

» Several of the PowerPoint slides suggest obtailoicg statistics and identifying local
cases related to the points discussed. For exaoiptigin your state or jurisdiction’s most
recent data on women murdered by their intimatenpes.

* Be sure the slides use your state’s terminology eikample, your state statute may use
the term “sexual battery” instead of rape.

* To add state-specific information to the PowerPphesentation, go to the slide where
you are prompted to add your own state’s infornmatioo add a slide after the prompt
use “Add New Slide” feature in PowerPoint. Usetlegv slide to add your state’s
information.

To create new PowerPoint slides:
* Open the PowerPoint presentation provided to yatiytbu would like to adapt
* On the PowerPoint menu, select “Insert New Slide”

» Select the slide layout you would like to use

Note: Do not change any of the slides except for treghated slides that you are asked to adapt
to include your state-specific information.
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Participant Materials

The following handouts are to be printed and disted to participants:
» PowerPoint slides printed three to a page with ré@mmote taking
* Annotated Table of Contents for the Resources CD
* The description and module summary of the Natidndicial Program’s web

course/resourclltimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating Thigldin Dimension of
Domestic Violence Casesww.njep-ipsacourse.orgRegistration is free and open to all.

 Risk Assessment and Intimate Partner Sexual AfimeHidden Dimension of Domestic
Violenceby Lynn Hecht SchafranpdICATURE, January-February 2010 at 161

» If you show the Survivor Video Clip described aboshstribute the transcript of the
video as a handout

* Any state or jurisdiction-specific materials youess

Preparing the Participant’'s Binder

The handouts for the Participant’s Binder are ad on the CD for this module and on the
National Judicial Education Program (NJEP)’s wehgitvw.njep.org To access materials for
this module as well as any of NJEP’s other res@jrdeck on “Sexual Assault Resources.” On
the Sexual Assault Resources page, click on thed&ees Available for Download” link which
will direct you to the registration and login page NJEP’s materials for in-person education,
where you will find this module. Registration igérand will provide you with a username and
password that you will need to gain access tosbasion of the website.

To print handouts from the CD or the NJEP website

* Click on the link to the handout you want to pri@ticking the link will download the
handout to your computer as a PDF

* Open the downloaded PDF files
* Print and copy the handouts

To print PowerPoint slides as handouts for not@tak

* Navigate to the Print Menu
* From the Print Menu select the “Print What” pulivdomenu and choose “Handouts”

* From the “Color/Grayscale” menu select “Pure Blaokl White”
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* From the “Slides per page” pull-down menu sele¢t “3

Cover for Participant’s Binder

This module includes a folder called “ReproduciR&A CD and Copyright.” Within this folder
there is a ready-to-print PDF called “Binder Cowvetiich can be printed in color or in black and
white. Once printed, place the cover on the birlkdat will be distributed to participants.

Resources CD for Participants

The Resources CD for participants is a compilatibtihe complete text of eighteen articles
useful to anyone wanting more information aboumate partner sexual violence in the
domestic violence context and adult victim sexwsabailt in general. It includes a link to a
Danger Assessment instrument. Each citation irAtieotated Table of Contents on the
Resources CD links to the full text of the artisledocument. Users do not need to be connected
to the internet to link to these texts.

At your program, provide the Annotated Table of @oits from the Resources CD as a handout.
This will immmediately show participants the weatthresources available to them and may give
them an incentive to explore the Resources CD ein tlwn.

Prepare the Resources CD as explained below andabeopy for each participant.

Preparing the Resources CD for Participants vid\theP website

« Download the Resources CD from the website

» Create a new folder titlelditimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating This
Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence CaResources CD

* Move the downloaded Resources CD file into the fadder

* Insert a blank CD and when prompted burnlitiienate Partner Sexual Abuse:
Adjudicating This Hidden Dimension of Domestic ¥imme CaseResources CD
folder to the CD

Preparing the Resources CD via bh#mate Partner Sexual Abuséodule CD

* Insert thdPSAModule CD. Navigate to the Resources CD page amchibad
the Resources CD

« RemovadPSAModule CD

» Create a new folder titledritimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating This
Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence CaBesources CD”

« Move the downloaded Resources CD file into the fadder
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* Insert blank CD and when prompted burn liltemate Partner Sexual Abuse:
Adjudicating This Hidden Dimension of Domestic ¥imme CaseResources CD
folder to the CD

I ntimate Partner Sexual Abuse CD Label

This module includes a folder called “ReproduciRGA CD and Copyright.” Within this folder
there is a ready-to-print PDF called “CD label."i§ label is separate from the label for the
Resources CD. It is intended to be affixed to tBef@ the IPSA modules. To print, purchase
Avery CD label paper at an office supply store wliree at_http://www.avery.com/avery/en_us/
and insert it into any regular printer. This vallow distribution of the CD with the appropriate
labels and a uniform format.

Presenting the PowerPoint Presentation

The lecture portion of this curriculum is contained PowerPoint presentation, with suggested
commentary for the faculty included in the notestisa of the slides. Sources are included on
the slides. The PowerPoint presentation is pravmethe CD and on the National Judicial
Education Program’s websievw.njep.org The PowerPoint Presentation on the CD and
website includes suggested commentary for the prest use.

To present the PowerPoint, navigate to the Viewurartab, then click “View Slideshow.” The
slide will fill the screen.

* To move to the next slide click your left mousetbni press “Enter” on the keyboard or
use the forward arrow key on your keyboard

* To return to a previous slide, press “Backspaceyaur key board or use the back arrow
on your keyboard

» For more options use the right mouse button oMac users press the apple/control key
and click your mouse button

* To exit the Slideshow mode press Escape (Esc)etothleft corner of your keyboard
How to Print PowerPoint Slides with Suggested Comtary

* To print the slides with suggested commentary todgnce during the presentation
follow the steps below:

* Navigate to the Print Menu

* From the Print Menu navigate to the “Print Whatllflown menu and select
“Notes Pages”

» Select the “Color/Grayscale” pull-down menu andage“Pure Black and
White”

Evaluation
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Evaluation is a critical component of any judicalucation program. Because jurisdictions have
their own standard evaluation instruments and ghoes, we have not included a suggested
evaluation form here.

Technical Support

The National Judicial Education Program (NJEP)&lable to provide technical assistance to
judges and others who are planning a program ukege materials. Please contact us if you
need technical assistance or have any questiong abing this curriculum.

National Judicial Education Program
395 Hudson Street™Floor
New York, NY 10014
(212) 925-6635 (telephone)
(212) 226-1066 (fax)
njep@legalmomentum.org

www.njep.org
Copyright and Use

Upon adapting this curriculum for your jurisdictigriease use the following text for copyright
and use:
© 2011 National Judicial Education Program
A project of Legal Momentum in cooperation with the
National Association of Women Judges



