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ADMINISTRATION'S GUIDE FOR ENDING CHILD HUNGER OMIT S MENTION OF
CHILD POVERTY

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDé&gently made public the Administration’s
“Stakeholder Guide’ for redeeming President Obama’s campaign pletdgend childhood hunger by
2015. The guide principally urges voluntary actignstakeholders -- identified as the government,
elected officials, community groups, funders, thél, youth, parents, schools, volunteers -- toease
the rate at which eligible children actually pagate in Food Stamps and other child nutrition paogs.

While increased participation by eligible childrieran important and praiseworthy goal, nutrition
programs can not by themselves eliminate childioodyer. The children who are hungry or threatened
with hunger are the children in what the federalegoment calls “food insecure” families. Most food
insecure families are already participating in F&samps and/or another nutrition assistance pradram
They remain food insecure despite their nutritiomgpam participation primarily because their inceme
are too low. Four fifths of food insecure familiegve an income that is less than 185% of the ppver
level and two fifths have an income that is lesstthe poverty levéi. Half of food insecure families are
single mother families and over half are Black dsgdnic.

President Obama'’s anti-hunger campaign documeogrézed poverty as the “the primary cause
of hunger” and called for comprehensive measuresdoce poverty. USDA reiterated these sentiments
when it solicited suggestions on how to impleméetRresident’s pledge to end childhood huriger.
However, the Administration’s Stakeholder Guide smko mention of child poverty.

The recent federal reports showing increasesild pbverty and child hunger in 2009 to record or
near record levelsnderscore the urgent need for new policies toaedhild poverty. In 2009, 20.7% of
children were poot the highest child poverty rate since 1995, an@%3of children were in food
insecure families, the highest rate since the fdgvernment began measuring food insecurityén th
1990's! Absent new policies, high rates of childhood pwand food insecurity will persist
indefinitely.

(November 2010. Supported in part by a grant floenOpen Society Foundations. For further
information, contact Timothy Casey, tcasey@Iegalmotum.org)
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