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Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse:

CIVIL CASE STUDY

LISA HANOVER v. PHILLIP HANOVER

You are the intake judge in the Protective Orders Brt of Family Court. A woman
appears before you seeking a temporary order of ptection based on the following
petition:

STATE FAMILY COURT
COUNTY OFSMITH

Lisa Hanover (Petitioner) v. Philip Hanover (Resgpemt)
TO THE FAMILY COURT:
The undersigned Petitioner respectfully shows that:

1. Petitioner resides a4 Periwinkle Drive, County of Smith and is thespouseof
Respondent.

2. Respondent resides 4t Periwinkle Drive, County of Smith

3. On or about th&th day of November, 2007at14 Periwinkle Drive, the
Respondent committed an act or acts which constiadgravated harassment in
the second degree) (harassment in the first dggagassment in the second
degree)(menacing in the second degree)(menacithg ithird degree) (reckless
endangerment) (assault in the second degree) (ssthe third degree)
(attempted assault) (stalking in the first degia)king in the second
degree)(stalking in the third degree)(stalkinghia tourth degree) towartdISA
HANOVER, who is aspouseof said Respondent in that the Respondent:

Arrived home from work at two a.m. intoxicated, gndled Petitioner from her bed,
where she was sleeping. Respondent told her lleateseded to come with him now to
watch a new movie. Petitioner believed from pinmidents with respondent that the
movie would show explicit sex. Petitioner declinecaccompany him. He slapped her
across the cheek, loosening a tooth and causieglibig inside the mouth. Respondent
then pushed the Petitioner back on to the bed d@rkbear, causing lacerations and
pain.

The next morning Petitioner stated to Respondeaitghe was in pain and that she was
tiring of his violent conduct. Respondent replikdt if Petitioner tried to tell anyone, he
would “tell everyone the filthy things you did toeqi that “no judge would let a whore
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like you keep the children” and that the family ‘W@ be better off dead than broken.

4. The following are the names, ages and relationgbigise Petitioner and/or
Respondent of each and every child in the familysetiold:

a) Name of child:Christina
Age 6 Relationship to Petitioner and pReglentdaughter

b) Name of child:Sam
Age 3 Relationship to Petitioner and gReglent:son

5. The following aggravating circumstances, if any present in this case

["Aggravating circumstances" shall mean physicalmpnor serious physical injury to
the petitioner caused by the respondent, the uaedahgerous instrument against
petitioner by the respondent, a history of repeatelhtions of orders of protection by
the respondent, prior convictions for crimes agaims petitioner by the respondent or
the exposure of any family or household membeihtgsigal injury by the respondent
and like incidents, behavior and occurrences whartstitute an immediate and
ongoing danger to the petitioner or any membehefgetitioner's family or
household]:

Respondent threatened to Kill himself, petitioner ad their children.

6. (Upon information and belief) The following criminanatrimonial or Family
Court proceeding(s) involving the respondent (lthaye) been filed [indicate the
court, date and status]:

None

7. Indicate whether a previous application has beetert@any court or judge for
the relief requested herein and, if so, the reifefny, granted and the date of such
relief.

None

8. (Upon information and belief) Respondent is licehsehas a license application
pending to carry, possess, repair, sell or othendispose of the following
firearms [if known, specify type of firearms, typ€license(s), date of issuance of
license(s) and expiration date(s), whether licdresebeen suspended or revoked
and, if so, the date of such action and, if notentty licensed, whether license
application is pending]:

Respondent is licensed to possess a hunting rifle.
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9. (Upon information and belief) Respondent is in pgsson of the following
licensed and unlicensed firearms [specify numbdrtgpe of firearms and
whether licensed or unlicensed, if known]:

Respondent has a hunting rifle.

10.
a) (Upon information and belief), Respondent has lmegvicted of the
following violent felony offenses [specify conviati charge and year of
conviction, if known]:

None.

b) (Upon information and belief), Respondent has mesly been found to
have willfully failed to obey an order of proteatiand such willful failure
involved (infliction of serious physical injury) $e or threatened use of a
deadly weapon or dangerous instrument) (and)(behawnstituting a
violent felony offense), as follows [specify findjror conviction and year,
if known; delete inapplicable provision(s)]:

N/A
c) (Upon information and belief) The following factsdacircumstances
create a substantial risk that Respondent may ugeeaten to use a
firearm unlawfully against Petitioner or memberg$etitioner's family or
household:

Respondent stated that the family would be “bettepff dead
than broken.”

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays

a) that the Respondent be adjudged to have commiteethimily offense(s) alleged;

b) that the Court enter an order of protection, sgewfconditions of behavior to be
observed by the Respondent in accordance withd®e842 of the Family Court
Act;

c) that the Court enter a temporary order of custodyetitioner;

d) and for such other and further relief as to therCseems just and proper.

Petitioner



I ntimate Partner Sexual Abuse: Adjudicating This Hidden Dimension of Domestic Violence Cases
National Judicial Education Program, Legal Momentum
© 2011 National Judicial Education Program

Print or type name

Signature of Attorney, if any

Attorney’s Name (Print or Type)

Attorney’s Address and Telephone Number

Q1.

Are any of the allegations in the petition indicatve of the possibility of intimate
partner sexual abuse? If so, please list and expfawhy.
[Choose all that apply]

* Pornography

* Awakening petitioner to view pornography
* Intoxication

» Assaulting her in bed

» Tearing her clothing

* Threatening welfare of family

* Denigrating petitioner’s sexual morality

» Striking petitioner

» Biting her ear

Q2.
Possible temporary directives might include:
[Choose all that apply]

» Stay-away order in favor of Lisa Hanover

* Order directing Philip Hanover to vacate the home

* Order directing Child Protective Services to invesgate home and remove
children if there is domestic violence

» Order directing Philip Hanover to turn over hunting rifle to local police
precinct

* Order setting forth visitation schedule until Philip Hanover has opportunity
to file petition

» Referral of Lisa Hanover to victim advocacy service

* Appointment of law guardian to represent children
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» Order of temporary child support
» Referral to District Attorney
* Referral to Police Department

Q3.
What concerns might there be for the children in ths home?
[Choose all that apply]

» Exposure to pornography

» Sexual abuse

* Witnessing domestic violence
» Parental alienation syndrome
* Exposure to substance abuse
* Neglect

* Emotional abuse

* Presence of gun

* Risk of lethality

After a hearing, you find that the respondent f@smitted extensive intimate partner
sexual abuser as part of his ongoing domestic afifysetitioner.

A probation report describes Mr. Hanover as thelpecb of a severely dysfunctional
home, with an absent, alcoholic father and a maoihnar struggled with bipolar disorder,
diagnosed only when Mr. Hanover was in high schatg. initially found stability,
community, and great comfort in the parish chur@hnected with the parochial school
he attended. He served as an acolyte and wa® actilie youth group; unfortunately,
the parish priest whom he revered ultimately melé$tim, over a period of five years.
He exposed Mr. Hanover to increasingly degradirdpaaolent sexual assaults
throughout his adolescence. The abuse stoppedaéietyMr. Hanover was hospitalized
following a suicide attempt during his junior yaahigh school. The only person he has
confided in about the abuse, until this time, swife. He has struggled with poor self-
esteem, depression, suicidal thoughts, and peraddaholic binges for many years. He
has never sought help for these issues.

You issue a permanent order of protection dirediivegrespondent to stay away from
Ms. Hanover and her children. At this time, yomyleespondent’s application for
visitation. As a condition of probation, you ditédm to attend the New Attitudes for a
New Age (“NA-NA") program for batterers, with theidhtion and intensity of his
attendance to be determined by program staff. Herigport to court every three weeks
for a control appearance.

Q4.

What features should NA-NA offer in order to provide meaningful assistance to Mr.
Hanover and increase the possibility that he can attess the complex issues
presented by his history and his offending?
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What steps could the court take to enhance the inteéention programs available
within the community?



