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    Date: 
April 1, 2011

In 1996, the federal government "ended welfare as we know it," replacing Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) with the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program.


Welfare Reform at Age 15: A Vanishing Safety Net for Women and Children, a new report by Legal Momentum, demonstrates that TANF has shredded the safety net.


Over the last fifteen years, TANF has utterly failed to offer its recipients – mostly children and single mothers – a path out of poverty. With benefits far below the poverty level, sanctions imposed erroneously or for trivial reasons, and a focus on "Work First" rather than an emphasis on education and training for higher-paying jobs, TANF is in desperate need of real reform.


Congress must enact legislation by September 30, 2011 to reauthorize or otherwise extend TANF. Welfare Reform at Age 15 shows that change is essential if TANF is to become an effective safety net.  Benefits must be raised. The program’s intended beneficiaries need an enforceable right to aid.  New access protections are required to assure that aid is provided promptly and that the program is sensitive to the needs of domestic violence victims. Education and training for living wage employment should be encouraged, not discouraged.  Funding for child care and subsidized employment must be increased.  Full family sanctions and eligibility exclusions unrelated to need should be banned.
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          "Embracing diversity and empowering women is essential to

the work of achieving gender equality."


  
  
          Carol Baldwin Moody  
  
          LM President/CEO
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  



	Fairness in the Courts
	Violence Against Women and Girls	Human Trafficking


	Workplace Equality and Economic Empowerment
	Equal Educational Opportunities
	Reproductive Justice
	Our Legal Impact


	Programming	
        
  
  
      
        
      
          [image: ]
  
  
          "When women know their legal rights, they are empowered and can advocate for themselves and others."


  
  
          Mireille Martineau  
  
          Program Manager, Women’s Legal Resources
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          "Understanding the realities of women’s lives and how bias undermines fairness is essential to justice."


  
  
          Lynn Hecht Schafran  
  
          Legal Director and Director, National Judicial Education Program
  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  



	Resources Overview
	Amicus Briefs
	Victim Advocate Training Course
	Intimate Partner Sexual Abuse Course
	Reproductive Rights Resources
	Search Our Library


	News + Events	
        
  
  
      
        
      
          [image: ]
  
  
          "Inequality impacts women’s lives everyday, from jobs to paychecks to personal safety."


  
  
          Kim Gandy  
  
          LM Board of Directors/former President NOW and National Network to End Domestic Violence
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          “Our daughters need to grow up with the same possibilities as our sons.”


  
  
          Betty Friedan  
  
          Past LM Board Member, NOW Co-Founder, Author The Feminine Mystique 
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